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THE 

INTRODUCTION. 

p'^'^^^'^^S  no  Briton^  how  curious  iind  in- 
^  q^iifitive  foevcr,  can  Be  too  well  ac- 
)^  )^  quainted  with  the  Laws  and  Con- 
)^y^y^jl  Jiitution  of  his  Country  ;  and  as  our 
British  Youth  ought  never  to 
be  indulged  in  reading  the  Kiflory  of  any  Fo- 
reign Nation,  before  they  have  entertained 
fome  competent  Idea  of  their  own,  it  is  hum- 
bly hoped,  that  the  following  Compendium 
may  render  the  Study  of  it  rather  an  Amuje- 
ment  than  a  Tajk^  and  be  a  Kind  of  Guide, 
at  leaft,  to  their  future  Perufal  of  more  ela- 
borate Compofitions  of  the  like  Nature,  witU 
yndcrftandifisr,  Pleafure^  and  Profit. 


A  3         A  SHORT 
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A 


SHORT  VIEW 

Of  the  Prefcnt  State  of 

SO  UrH'ERirAIN. 

Its  Situation. 
nGUTH  BRITAIK  then,  that  is,  (pro- 
O  perly  fpeaking,  England  and  TValeSy  is  fi- 
tuate  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  between  two 
Degrees  Eaft,  and  fix  Degrees  odd  Minutes 
Wellern  Longitude,  and  between  49  Degrees, 
55  Minutes,  and  55  Degrees,  55  Minutes 
North  Latitude  ^  and  being  of  a  triangular 
Figure,  is  bounded  by  Scotland  on  the  North  ; 
the  German  Sea,  which  fcparates  it  from  Ger- 
many and  the  Netherlands^  on  the  Eaft ;  by 
the  Engl'ijh  Channel,  which  divides  it  from 
France^  on  the  South  ;  and  by.  St.  George\ 
Channel,  which  feparates  it  from  Ireland  on 
the  Weft.  It  is  exadly  360  geographical 
Miles  in  Length,  from  North  to  South,  and 
300  in  Breadth,  from  Eaft  to  Weft,  in  the 
South,  but  fcarce  100  broad  in  the  North. 
Its  Air 

Is  much  warmer  here  than  in  the  Nether- 
lands and  Germany^  the'  under  the  fame  Pa- 
rallel 3 
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rallel;  .  and,  unlefs  in  the  Fens  and  maifhy 
Grounds,  it  is  for  the  moft  Part  very  health- 
ful. / 

There  are  very^  few  Mountains  ;  the  high- 
eft  HflJs,  however,  are  in  IVales^  and  in  the 
Weft  and  North  of  England,  The  Reft  of  the 
Country  confifts  of  moderate  Hills  and  Val- 
leys, Wobd-Lands,  Pafture  and  Meadow- 
Grounds-;  extenfive  Corn-fields,  and  Plains, 
which  feed  numberlef?  Flocks  of  Sheep,  Horfes, 
and  other  Cattle.    Though  the  lar>2;'eft  Oxen, 

CO  ' 

Horfes,  and  Sheep  are  to  be  met  with  in  Lin- 
coin/hire  and  Leicejhrfhire  y  yet  the  fineft  Breed 
of  Horfes  for -running  and  huntins;  are  pro- 
duced in  TorkJInre,  And  befides,  there  are  a 
great  Number  of  Royal  Forefts,  Chaces,  and 
Parks,  v/hich  afford  Plenty  of  Deer  and  other 
Game. 

Its  Soil 

Is  either  Clay,  Gravel,  or  Sand  ;  the 
Clays  produce  excellent  Wheat  and  Beans ; 
the  Gravel  and  Sand,  Rye,  Barley,  Peas,  and 
Oats;  and  of  late  Years,  the  light  Lands 
have  been  improved,  and  rendered  as  valuable 
as  the  Clays,  by  fowing  them  with  Turnips, 
Clover,  Cinque-Foin,  iffr,  but  more  particu- 
larly in  wet  Years  ;  a  wet  Seafon,  however, 
by  no  Means  agrees  with  the  Clays.  In  fuch 
Years,  for  the  moft  Part,  there  is  a  great 
Scarcity  of  Wheat ;  but  then,  to  compenfate 
for  that  Deficiency,  there  is  Plenty  of  Pafture, 
^nd  other  Grain. 

A  4  Its 
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Its  Trees. 

The  Timber  that  grows  in  England \i  Oak, 
Afli,  Elm,  Beach,  and  Horn-beam.  The 
Walnut-tree  is  peculiarly  ufed  in  Cabinets, 
and  other  Curiofities  of  the  like  Nature.  But 
befides  thefe,  there  are  a  great  Number  of  o- 
ther  Trees,  which,  tho'  they  do  not  fall,  in- 
deed, under  the  Denomination  of  Timber, 
ferve  for  Shade,  Ornament,  and  inferior 
Ufes. 

In  Kent,  there  areextenfive  Orchards,  the 
Trees  whereof  produce  Abundance  of  Cher- 
ries. In  Droonffnre  and  Herefcrdjlnre  lilcewifc 
;ire  vaft  Qiiantities  of  Apple-trees,  the  Pro- 
duce whereof  makes  far  better  Cyder  thau 
'any  other  County  whatever  can  boaft  of. 
Its  Plantations, 

In  Kent,  as  well  as  EJfex,  are  large  Planta- 
tions of  Hops  ;  and  in  divers  other  Counties 
of  Flax  and  Hemp. 

In  EjJ'cx  and  Camhridgeftnre  are  large  Plan* 
tations  of  Saffron  ;  and  in  Bedfordjhire  there 
are  large  Fields  of  Woad,  or  Wad,  for  the 
Ufe  of  Dvers. 

//;  Rivers. 

Its  principal  Rivers  are,  i.  The  Thatnes. 
2.  The  Medivay,  3.  The  Trent.  And,  4.  The 
Severn. 

The  Thames,  on  which  the  two  Cities  of 
London  and  Oxford  ftand,  runs  generally  from 
Weft  to  Eaft.  This  River  is  navigable  for 
Ships  as  high  as  London,  which  is  one  of  thg 
greateft  Ports  in  the  World.  The 
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The  Medtvay  unites  with  the  Thames  near 
its  Mouth,  and  receives  the  largeft  Men  of 
War  as  high  as  Chatham^  where  are  the  fineft 
Docks,  Yards  and  Magazines  of  Naval  Stores 
in  Europe,  ' 

The  Trent  runs  from  the  South-v^eft  to  the 
North-eaft  acrofs  England^  and  divides  it  into 
North  and  South.  When  united  with  other 
Streams  near  its  Mouth,  it  is  called  the  Elum* 
her^  which  difcharges  itfelf  into  the  German 
Ocean. 

The  Severn  rifes  in  North  IVaks^  and  run- 
ning for  the  molt  Part  South,  falls  into  the 
Irijh  Sea.  On  this  River  ftand  the  two  Cities 
of  Worcejier  and  Gloueejier, 

Its  Contents^ 

\n  England  TirA  Wales  there  are  52  Coun- 
ties, 2  Archbiflioprics,  24  Biftioprics,  2  Uni-p 
verfities,  29  Cities  ;  upwards  of  800  Towns, 
and  near  10,000  Parifhes  ;  in  which  are  about 
7,000,000  of  People. 

There  are  fcarce  any  Manufaftures  in 
rope^  which  are  not  brought  to  great  Perfeflion 
in  England. 

Its  Conjlitution. 
Englandi^  a  limited  Monarchy;  the  Power 
of  makingand  altering  Laws,  and  raifmg  Taxes, 
being  lodged  in  the  King,  Lords,  and  Com^ 
mons. 

Its  Adminijlration  of  yujlice^ 
This  is  the  Bufmefs  of  the  Courts  in  Weji^ 
minJier-Hdilf  viz.  the  Court  of  Chancery,  tha 

Courts 
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Courts  of  King^s-Bench,  Common-Pleas,  and 
Exchequer,  the  Courts  of  the  refpeftive  Cor- 
porations,the  Sheriffs, and  other  inferior  Courts; 
the  laft  Refort,"  in  all  Civil  Cafes,  being  to  the 
Houle  of  Peers. 

Jts  Ecclcfinflical  Government 

Is  in  the  Archbifhops  and  Bifhops,  whoad- 
minifter  Jufticc  in  their  refpcclive  Courts  by 
their  Chancellors,  OiTicials,  Archdeacons,  and 
other  Officers. 

Of  the  Convocation. 

Whenever  a  Parliament  is  called,  the  King 
always  convokes  a  national  Synod  of  the  Cler- 
gy, to  confider  of  the  State  of  the  Church. 

The  Clergy  of  the  Province  of  Canterburyy 
for  the -General  it)',  afl'emble  in  St,  Paul's  Ca- 
thedral, in  London^  and  from  thence  adjourn 
to  the  Chapter-Houfe,  or  JVeJlminJter. 

In  this  Province  there  are  two  Houfes,  the 
Upper  and  the  Lower ;  the  Former  confifts  of 
22  Bifliops,  of  whom  the  Archbifhop  is  Pre- 
fident.  The  Latter  confifts  of  all  the  Deans, 
Arch-deacons,  the  Proftor  for  every  Chapter, 
and  two  Proctors  for  the  Clergy  of  each  Dio- 
cefe  ;  in  all  i66. 

The  Archbifhop  of  York  may  hold  a  Con- 
vocation of  his  Clergy  at  the  fame  Time;  but 
neither  the  One  nor  the  Other  has  been  fufFered 
to  enter  upon  Bufmefs  for  many  Years,  tho' 
they  are  always  regularly  fum.moned  to  meet 
with  every  Parliament,  being  looked  upon  as 
ai>  eflential  Part  of  the  Conltitution. 

Of 
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Of  the  Parliament. 

Every  Parliament  isfummonGd  by  the  King's 
Writs  to  meet  50  Days  before  they  aflemble. 
I  A  Writ  is  direfted  to  every  particular  Lord^ 
(  fpiritual  and  temporal,  commanding  him  to 
appear  at  a  certain  Tim.e  and  Place,  to  treat 
and  advife  of  certain  weighty  AiFairs  relating 
both  to  Church  and  State. 

Writs  alio  are  fent  to  the  SherifF  of  every 
County,  to  fummon  thofe  who  have  a  Right 
to  vote  forReprefentatives,  toeledltwo  Knights 
for  each  County,  two  Citizens  for  each  City, 
and  one  or  two  Burgefles  for  each  Borough. 

Every  Candidate  for  a  County  ought  to  be 
pofleffed  of  an  Eftate  of  600  /.  per  Annum ;  and 
every  Candidate  for  a  City  or  Corporation,  of 
300  /.  per  Annum. 

The  Lord  Chancellor,  or  Keeper,  for  the 
Time  being,  is  always  Speaker  in  the  Houfe  of 
Peers ;  but  the  Commons  ele6l  their  Speaker, 
who  rauft  be  approved  of  by  the  King. 

No  Roman  Catholic  can  fit  in  either  Houfe  ; 
nor  any  Member  vote,  till  he  has  taken  the 
Oaths  to  the  Government. 

7he  antient  State  of  England. 
|-  Having  thus  given  our  young  Readers  3 
rtranfient  Idea  of  the  Prefent  State  of  South-Bri^ 
tain  y  we  fhall  now  proceed  to  give  a  fuccincl 
Account  of  the  ancient  State  of  England^ 
which,  in  regard  to  its  Conftitution,  was  o- 
riginally  a  Monarchy,   under  the  primitive 

Britonsi 

\ 
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Britom  \  after  that,  a  Proviiiceiubordinate  U 
the  Romans  j  then  an  Heptarchical  Govern- 
ment under  the  S.axons^  then  again  a  King- 
dom in  Subjedtion  to  the  Danes  \  next  aftei' 
jhcm,  under  the  Power  and  Dominion  oi'  tiic 
Normans  ;  but  at  prelent  (after  all  the  before- 
mentioned  Revolutions)  a  Monarchy  again 
under  the  EngUjh  ;  of  all  which  wc  fhall  treat, 
as  briefly  as  poflible,  in  their  proper  Order. 

The  whole  lilaiid  was  antiently  called  Al- 
Liouy  which  feems  to  have  been  foftened  from 
the  Word  Aipion  y  becaufc  the  Word  Jlp^  in 
fome  of  the  original  Wellern  Languages,  ge- 
nerally fignifies  very  high  Lands,  orlJills;  as 
this  Ifle  appears  to  thofe  who  approach  it  from 
the  Continent.  It  was  likewife  called  Olbion^ 
which,  in  the  Gr^f/^  Language,  fignifies  hapfs  \ 
but  of  thofe  TjiTKS  there  is  no  Certainty  in 
Hiftory  more-  than  that  it  had  the  Denomina- 
tion, ajijd  was  very  little  known  by  the  Reft  of 
the  World. 

As  the  Name  of  Briton^  however,  except- 
ing that  of  jilhion  or  Owion  juft  before  men- 
tioned, has  been  liable  to  as  many  Derivations 
as  the  Origin  of  the  Briwjs\  we  fhall -content 
ourfelves  (iov  Brevity's  Sake)  with  the  follow- 
ing Extradl  from  Camhden^  who  has  given  (ia 
our  humble  Opinion  at  leail)  the  beft  and  moft 
Iiatural  Derivation  of  the  Term. 

The  antient  Britom  (fays  he)  painted 

their  naked  Bodies  and  fmall  Shields  with 

Woad  of  an  Azure-blue  Colour,  which  by. 

them 


Introdu£!ion.  Xiii 

them  was  called  Brith ;  on  this  Account 
the  Inhabitants  received  the  common  Ap- 
pellation  from  the  Strangers,  who  came  in- 
to  the  Ifland  to  traffic  from  the  Coafts  of 
Gaul^  or  Germany ;  to  which  the  Greeks^  by 
adding  the  Word  Tania^  or  Country,  form- 
ed  the  Word  Britbtmia^  or  theCountr)''  of 
painted  Men,  and  the  Romans  afterwards 
called  it  Britannia.'' 

Here  it  may  be  obferved,  that  the  Romans 
were  extremely  fond  of  giving  their  own  Ter- 
minations to  many  uncivilized  Countries,  and 
t)f  forming  eafy  and  pleafant  Sounds  out  of 
fhe  harflieft  and  moft  offenfive  to  fuch  elegant 
Tongues  and  Ears  as  their  own. 

T/?eir  Government. 
Their  Government,  like  that  of  the  anti- 
ent  GaulSy  confifted  of  feveral  fmall  Nations^ 
under  divers  petty  Princes,  which  feem  the 
original  Governments  of  the  World,  deduced 
from  the  natural  Force  and  Right  of  paternal 
Dominion ;  fuch  were  the  Hords  among  the 
^ 'Goths J  the  Clans  in  Scotland,  and  the  Septs  in 
Ireland :  But  whether  thefe  fmall  Britljh  Prin* 
cipalities  defcended  by  Succeffion,  or  were  e- 
lefted  according  to  Merit,  is  uncertain. 

Their  Language  and  Cuftoms  were,  for  the 
moft  Part,  the  fame  with  thofe  of  the  Gauls 
before  the  Roman  Conquefts  in  that  Province ; 
but  they  were  entirely  governed  in  their  Reli- 
gion and  Laws  by  their  Druids^  Bards,  and 
EuUtes* 

^  Their 
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Their  Druids  were  held  in  fuch  high  Ve* 
neration  by  the  People,  that  tlieir  Authority 
was  almoft  abfolute.  No  public  Affairs  were 
tranfafted  without  their  Approbation ;  nor 
could  any  Malefactor  (tho'  his  Crime  was  ever 
fo  heinous)  be  put  to  Death  without  their 
Confent. 

Their  Bardi^  or  Bards,  were  Priefts  of  an 
inferior  Order  to  their  Druids ;  their  principal 
Bufinefs  being  to  celebrate  the  Praifes  of  their 
Heroes  in  Verfes  and  Songs,  which  were  fet 
to  Mufic,  and  fung  to  their  Harps. 

Their  Eubates  were  a  third  Sort  of  Priefts, 
who  applied  themfelves  to  the  Study  of  Phi- 
lofophy. 

Each  Order  of  thefe  Priefts  led  very  fimple 
and  innocent  Lives,  and  rcfidcd  either  in 
Woods,  Caverns,  or  hollow  Trees.  Their 
Food  confifted  of  Acorns,  Berries,  or  other 
Maft  ;  and  their  Drink  was  nothing  but  Wa- 
ter. By  this  abftemious  Courfe  of  Life,  how- 
ever, they  procured  an  univerfal  Efteem,  not 
only  for  their  fuperior  Knowledge,  but  their 
generous  Contempt  of  all  thofe  Enjoyments 
of  Life  which  all  others  fo  highly  valued,  and 
fo  induftrioufiy  purfued. 

The  moft  remarkable  Tenets  of  their 
Druids. 

1.  Every  Thing  derives  its  Origin  from  Hea- 
ven. 

2.  Great  Care  is  to  be  taken  of  the  Educa- 
tion of  Children.  3.  Souls 
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3.  Souls  are  Immortal. 

4.  The  Souls  of  Men  after  Death  go  into  o- 

•  ther  Bodies.  .  ^ 

5.  If  ever  the  World  fhould  happen  to  be 
deftroyed,  it  will  be  by  either  Fire  or  Wa- 

,  ter. 

6.  All  Commerce  with  Strangers  fhould  be 
prohibited, 

7.  He  who  comes  laft  to  the  AfTembly  of  the 
States  ought  to  be  puniflied  with  Death. 

8.  Children  fhould  be  brought  up  apart  from 
their  Parents,  till  they  were  fourteen  Years 
of  Age. 

9.  There  is  another  World;  and  they  who 
kill  themfelves  to  accompany  their  Friends 

^    thither,  will  live  with  them  there.  , 

10.  All  Mafters  of  Families  are  Kings  in 
their  own  Houfes  ;  and  have  a  Power  of 
Life  and  Death  over  their  Wives,  Childrenj 
and  Slaves. 

Their  Antient  States. 

•  The  Brhms^  or  Inhabitants  of^vhat  is  novf 
called  England  znA  Wales ^  confifted  of  the 
following  States^  and  comprehended 

•  the  feveral  Counties  hereunder  particularly 
mentioned,  viz. 

States.  Countries. 

1.  DamriGnii^  Cornwall  2l\\^  Devon. 

2.  Diirotnges^  ■     .  Dorfet. 

3.  Belga^ 


States. 
Belga, 
jtttrebatily 
Regni^ 


3 
4 

5 
6 

7 

&.  Icenl 
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Counties. 
C  Somerfety  IVt/ts,  and  the 
1    North  Part  of  Hants. 
Berks. 

5  Surry^    ^^Jp^'y  and  the 
C    South  Part  of  Hants. 
Kent. 

Middlefex  and  EJJex. 
c  Suffolk^  Norfolk^  Cam" 
^     bridge  and  Huntingdon. 
Bucks  and  Bedford, 
Gloucejier  and  Oxford, 
Hereford^  Monmouth^ 
)     Radnor^  Brecon^ 
t  Glamorgan. 
5  Carmarthen^  Pembroke^ 
c     and  Cardigan. 
^  Flinty  Denbigh^  Merio- 
]S     wrfA,  Montgomery^  and 
✓  Carnarvon, 
c  Chejlcr^  Salop  y  Stafford^ 
JVarwicky  iiJVorceJier. 
Q  Lincoln^  Nottingham^ 
J     Derby^  Leicefler^  Rut^ 
^    land  and  Northampton. 

Jl?r>f,   Lancajler,  Wejl^ 
<     morelandy  Cumberlani^^ 
C    and  Durham. 
Northumberland* 
Their  general  Character. 
They  were  a  great  and  glorious  People,  fond 
of  Liberty  and  Property  j  but  peculiarly  re- 

mscrk- 


9,  Catieuchlaniy 
10.  Doburiij 

fl.  Si  lures  J 
Diametay 
Ordroices^ 
Cornaviij 
Coritaniy 
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16.  BriganieSy 

17.  Ottadiniy 
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markable  for  their  rigid  Virtue,  and  their  Rea- 
dinefs  to  die,  \vith  Pleafure,  for  the  Good  of 
their  Country.  They  long  lived  in  a  perfeft 
State  of  Peace  and  Tranquility,  'till  the  Year 
of  the  World  3950,  at  v/hich  Time,  its  Mo- 
Fiarchy  (by  the  boundlefs  Envy  and  Ambitioa 
of  Julius  Cafar^  (when  Rome  was  in  the  Me- 
ridian of  all  her  Glory)  was  totally  fubverted, 
and  Britannia  became  a  Province,  fubordinate 
to  the  Romans, 

The  Roman  Government/ 
Ccefar^  at  his  firft  Landing  on  the  Illand, 
found  it  not  under  a  Monarchy,  but  divided 
into  divers  Provinces,  or  petty  Kingdoms. 

Soon  after,  having  defeated  Caffihelan^  and 
taken  feveral  Britifb  Provinces,  he  left  the 
Ifland,  and  none  of  his  Subjedts  returned  for 
90  Years  and  upwards. 

However,  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  4I,  Clau- 
dius Ccsfary  the  5th  Emperor  of  Rome^  fent 
bis  General  Plautius^  wath  great  Forces  into 
Britain^  and  following  him  foon  after  in  Per- 
fon,  fubdued  a  great  Part  of  the  Ifland ;  by 
which  Means  he  procured  the  Title  of  Bri- 
tatmicus. 

In  the  Year  5c,  London  is  fuppofed  to  be 
built  by  the  Romans. 

In  this  Year,  O/iorins^  the  Roman  General, 
defeated  C^r<^^7^r«.r,  the  Chief  of  the  Britijh 
Princes,  and  having  taken  him  Prifoner  car- 
ried him  into  Rome. 

B  The 
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The  Chriftian  Religion,  about  this  Time, 
was  firft  planted  in  Britain, 

In  the  Year  6i,  the  Britons^  under  the 
Conduct  of  Boadiceay  a  Britijh  Qijcen,  de- 
ftroyed  70,000  Rc?nans. 

The  next  Year,  Suetonius^  the  Roman  Ge- 
neral, defeated  the  Britons^  and  killed  80,000 
of  them  upon  the  Spot ;  whereupon  Boadicea 
poifoned  herfelf. 

In  63,  the  Gofpel  was  firft  preached  in  5;7- 
tain^  by  Jofeph  of  Arimathca^  and  eleven  of 
St.  P/?/7/>j'sDifciples. 

37?^  Persecutions  againjl  the  Chriftlans  con- 
fequent  thereupon. 

1.  The  firft  Perfecution  was  begun  by  Nero^ 
foon  after  he  had  burnt  the  City  of  Rome^ 
which  was  in  the  Year  65. 

2.  The  Second,  by  Flavins  Domitiany  in  the 
Year  83. 

3.  The  Third,  by  Vlpius  Trajan^  in  the  Year 
III. 

4.  In  the  Year  162,  the  Fourth  was  raifed  by 
Marcus  Aurelius  Antoninus^  and  his  Aflbciate 
Lucius  Verus. 

5.  The  Fifth  was  begun  by  Septimius  SeveruSy 
in  the  Year  193. 

6.  In  293,  the  Sixth  was  raifed  by  Maximus, 

7.  Trajanus  began  the  Seventh  in  the  Year  253, 

8.  In  255,  the  Eighth  was  xaifed  by  Valeria- 

g.  Vakrius^ 
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g.  Valerius  Aurellanm  began  the  Ninth  in  the 

Year  272.  And, 
10.  Dioclefian  and  Ma:clmianu5  carried  on  the 

Tenth  with  the  utmoft  Severity. 

After  the  Romans^  however,  had  been  in 
the  Pofleffion  of  Britain  for  near  500  Years, 
they  left  it  to  its  antient  Inhabitants  again, 
who  being  at  that  Time  funk  into  the  loweft 
State  of  Degeneracy,  were  foon  after  invaded 
by  the  Scots  and  the  Picfs ;  and  trembling  at 
the  approaching  Storm,  they  were  prevailed 
on  by  Fortlgerrij  their  chief  Monarch,  about 
the  Year  447,  to  fend  a  Deputation  to  the 
Saxons^  who  were  the  only  Perfons  ( as  he  in- 
fmuated)  capable  of  giving  them  that  Aid 
and  AiEftance,  which  the  unhappy  Situation  of 
their  AfFairs  immediately  required.  This  plau- 
fible  Pretence  of  that  Prince  fucceeded,  and 
one  and  all  concurred  in  his  Opinion  ;  and  by 
that  Refolution  which  they  then  took  there- 
upon, they  brought  on  the  total  Deftruftion 
of  their  Country. 

Ambaffadors  from  the  Britons  were  accord- 
ingly fent  to  fFitigifely  the  then  Saxon  Gene- 
ral, who  immediately  fummoned  an  Affembly 
to  hear  what  the  Britons  had  to  propofe.  The 
Latter,  (like  Men  in  abfolute  Defpair)  offer- 
ed to  fubmit  to  any  Terms  that  their  faid  Af- 
fembly fliould  think  proper,  provided  they  did 
but  proteft,  and  ftand  by  them  fo  far,  in  their 
preffing  Neceffities,  as  to  enable  them  to  drive. 

B  2  their 
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their  Enemies  out  of  their  Countr\'.  The  Pro- 
poial  was  approved  of,  aiid  the  Negociation 
accordingly  concluded. 

The  Terms  were,  that  the  Saxcns  (hould 
fend  9C00  Men  into  Britain^  who  were  to  be 
put  into  PolFefSon  of  the  Ifle  of  Tf?anety  and  to 
be  paid  and  maintained  likewife  at  the  Expence 
-of  the  Britcns. 

HengiJ}  and  Horfa^  both  Sons  of  the  ^axon 
General  IVltlgifil^  who  were  brave  and  refo- 
lute  Men,  fit  tor,  and  fond  of  fuch  an  Expe-. 
dition,  were  appointed  in  the  Year  45c,  to 
command  the  ^axon  Troops  intended  for  the 
Relief  of  Britain. 

Tho'  thefe  rw-o  Heroti  arrived  at  EhheijUet^ 
in  the  Ifuvidoi  Thaiiet^  with  1500  Men  onlv,. 
anftead  of  9C00  ;  yet  they  were  received  with 
the  utmoft  Refpeit  by  vonigern^  who  put 
them  immediately,  according  to  Promife,  in 
full  PoirelTion  of 'that  Ifland. 

As  the  PiSls  and  Sczts^  at  that  Time,  were 
advancing  their  Forces  againll  the  Britons  ^ 
Hcngiji  joined  Vortigem^  and  infpiring  the 
Britijh  Troops  w -  C  e,  a  Battle 
was  fo ugh t  near  ^: .  ...  ^  . .  ,  v/r^, where* 
in  the  Picls  and  Sects  were  fo  abfolutely  defeat- 
ed, that  they  were  obliged  to  abandon  their 
Cc        '^'s  and  retire  into  their  own  Count: 

a.    .      ever  attentive  to  enlarge  his  Dc 
nions,  had  a  beautiful  Daughter,  named  R 
/na^  with  whom  Vcrtigem  fell  deeply  in  Love, 
and  dem?»nded  her  in  Marriage  of  her  Far^ 
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who  refufed  his  Confent,  unlefs  the  amorous 
Britcn  would  put  him  into  Pofieliion  of  the 
whole  County  of  Kent,  The  Terms  were 
readily  accepted,  and  the  Match  coucluded. 
InCiort,  this  love-lick  Pallion,  this  feeminglv 
trivial  Circumftance,  occalioned  the  greateil 
Revolution  that  had  ever  been  felt  in  Britain. 

The  Saxon  Heptarchi, 

We  fhall  now  take  a  traniient  View  of  thC- 
Saxm  HtpUzrchy^  confequent  thereupon. 
I.  The  Kin 7m  of  Kent. 

The  firft  was  the  Kingdsm  of  K^nty  foundea 
by  HcrigijJ  in  455,  and  contained  onlv  that 
County  ;  being  inhabited  by  the  Jutes.  It 
continued  368  Years,  and  ended  in  823,  hav- 
ing been  governed  by  ten  of  its  own  Kings, 
and  feven  doubtful,  or  foreign  Princes ;  of 
whom  four  were  Pagans,  and  13  Chrilrians. 
Its  principal  Places  were  Canterbury^  Dcvcr^ 
Rccbfjiery  Sandxmchy  Deal^  FQikjisnCy  and  iit- 
cidver. 

n.  The  Kingdcm  af  the  South  Saxons. 
The  Second  was  the  Kingdom  of  the  Sojdh 
Saxons  J  founded  by  £7/^7,  in  491,  and  contain- 
ed the  Counties  of  Si/J]}x  and  5arry,  whofe 
principal  City  was  CbLhejier.  It  continued 
about  109  Years,  and  ended  about  the  Year 
600  ;  having  only  five  Aionarchs,  of  whom 
two  were  Pagans,  and  three  Chriftians:  It 
was  moilly  imder  the  Power  of  the  Kinfs  of 
Kent  J  and  the  IFeJi  Suxons* 

m. 
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III.  T^he  Kingdotn  of  the  Weft  Saxons. 
The  Third  was  the  Kingdotn  of  the  IP^eJi 
Saxons^ioxxnAtAhy  Cerdic^'m  519;  and  contain- 
ed Cornwall^  Devonjhlre^  Dorfeijhire^  JVilt- 
Jhire^  Somerfetjhire^  and  Hampjhire^  with  the 
IJle  of  IVight^  and  Berkjhire^  tho'  the  Re- 
mains of  the  Britons  likewife  inhabited  Corn* 
wall:  The  principal  Places  were  Wincbejlerj 
Southampton^  Portfrnouth^  Salisbury^  Dorchejier^ 
Sherborne^  and  Exeter:  It  continued  'till  the 
Norman  Conqueji^  being  547  Years,  and  end- 
ed in  1066,  having  been  governed  by  17 
Monarchs  during  the  Heptarchy^  of  whom 
five  were  Pagans,  and  1 2  Chriftians  :  The  Laft 
of  whom  was  Egbert^  who  in  829,  became 
Iblc  Monarch  of  England, 

IV.  ne  Kingdom  of  the  Eaft  Saxons. 
The  Fourth  was  the  Kingdom  of  the  Eaji 

Saxons^  and  contained  Middlefex^  ^j[^>^'>  and  Part 
of  Hertford/hire 'y  where  the  principal  Places 
were  London  and  Colcheflcr :  It  was  founded  iri 
527,  by  Erkcmvin^  and  continued  220  Years^ 
ending  in  747;  having  been  govered  by  12 
Monarchs,  of  whom  two  were  Pagans,  and  the 
Reft  Chriftians. 

V.  77;^  c/* Northumberland. 
The  Fifth  was  the  Kingdom  of  Northumber^ 

land^  founded  by/<j/j  in  547,  and  contained  Z^;z- 
cajhire^  York/hire^  Durham^  Cumberland^  JVeJi- 
morelandy  Northumberland^  and  Part  of  Scotland^ 
as  far  as  Edinburgh  Frith  ;  the  principal  Places 
being  Tork^  Durham^  Carli/le,  Hexham^  and 
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Lancajler :  It  continued  245  Years,  and  ended 
in  792  r  having  been  governed  by  20  Princes; 
of  v^hom  four  v^ere  Pagans,  and  the  Reft  Chrif- 
tians,  whofe  Subjedts  w^ere  Angles^  and  called: 
the  Northumbrian  Angles, 

VL  The  Kingdom  of  the  Eaft  Angles. 

The  Sixth  v^as  the  Kingdom  of  the  Eaji  An-- 
glesy  which  contained  Norfolk^  Suffolk^  and 
Cambridge/hire y  with  the  Ifle  of  Ely^  where, 
the  principal  Places  were  Norwich ^  Theiford, 
Ely^  and  Cambridge,  It  was  founded  by  Uffa^ 
in  575,  and  continued  218  Years,  ending  in. 
793,  when  it  was  united  to  the  Kingdom  of  the 
Mercians. 

YII.  The  Kingdom  of  the  Mercians. 

The  Seventh  and  Laft,  was  the  Kingdom  of 
the  Mercians^  or  the  Middle  Angles^  founded  by 
Cridda  in  582,  and  contained  GlouceJIerJhire^. 
Herefordjhire^  Worcejierjhire^  Warwickjhire^ 
Leicejierjhire^  Rutlandjhire^  North amptonjhirey 
Lincolnjhire^  Huntingdon/hire  <^  Bedfordjhire^ 
Buckinghamjhire^  Part  of  BerkJInre^  Oxfordjhire^ 
Staffordjbirey  Shropfmrey  Nottinghamjhire^  and. 
Chejhire-^  the  principal  Places  being  Lincoln^ 
Nottingham^  Warwick^  Leicejler^  Coventryy. 
Litchfield^  Northampton^  Worcejler^  Gkucejiery 
Derhy^  Chejier^  Shrewsbury.,  Stafford^  Oxford., 
and  Brijiol:  It  continued  2Q2  Years  and  ended 
in  874,  having  been  governed  by  18  Monarchs^ 
of  whom  four  were  Pagans^  and  theReft  Chrif- 
tians*. 
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Egbert  the  Great^  firfi  King  ^/England. 
In  the  Year  129  Egbert^  the  17th  King  of 
the  JVejl  Saxons^  became  fole  Monarch  ot  all 
the  feven  Kingdoms^  and  was  crowned  at  JP^in  - 
chejicrin  Hampjhire^  by  the  unanimous  Coii- 
fent  both  of  the  Clergy  and  Laity,  King  of 
Britain  ;  and  immediately  afterwards,  a  Pro- 
clamation  was  publilhed  ;  whereby  it  was  Order^ 
/rf,  that  no  future  Diftinclions  Ihould  be  kept 
up  among  the  Saxon  Kingdoms ;  bat  that  they 
fhould  all  pafs  under  the  common  Name  of 
England. 

.  Tho'  Egbert  was  a  wife  and  fortunate  Prince, 
and  tho'  the  Englijh  were  a  brave  and  numerous 
People,  ^fter  the  Expulfion  of  the  PiBs  and 
Scots ;  yet  no  fooner  was  he  well  eftabliflied  on 
the  Throne,  but  this  Ijland  was  expofcd  to  new 
Invafions. 

In  832,  The  Danes^  having  made  two  De- 
fcents  before,  landed  a  third  Time  with  great 
Forces  at  the  IJle  of  Shippey  in  Kent  j  and  in 
fome  few  Months  afterwards  at  Charmouth^  in 
Dorfctjhirc^  with  1 8,000  Men. 

In  835,  they  landed  again  in  Cornwall ;  bui 
Egbert  was  then  prepared  for  them,  and  gavj 
them  a  total  Defeat.  They  renewed  their  De 
prcdations,  however,  in  836,  but  were  again, 
repulfed  :  Soon  after  which,  this  Prince  havmg 
reigned  King  of  the  JVeJl  Saxcns  36  Years, 
and  fole  Monarch  of  England  upwards  of 
Eight,  died  as  great  as  he  lived,  and  was  bu- 
ried at  WinchejUr  where  he  was  crowned.  He 

was 
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was  the  Father,  in  fhort,  of  the  Etiglijh  Mo- 
narchy, and  therefore  juftly  entituied  to  the 
Name  of  Egbert  the  Great. 

Ethelwulf^  2d  King  of  England, 

Ethelwulfy  the  only  Sonof  j&^Z'^r/,  fucceed- 
ed  his  Father  in  836.  Till  he  became  a  King^ 
he  had  been  only  a  Prieji ;  or  at  moft,  only 
Bijhop  of  IVincheJier  aforefaid.  He  obtained, 
however,  aDifpenfation  from  Pope  Gregory  IV. 
and  alTumed  a  fecular  Life. 

In  the  firft  Year  of  his  Reign,  the  Danes 
'landed  at  Southampton  in  Hampjhire ;  but  were 
routed  with  great  Slaughter.  In  837,  how- 
ever, they  made  a  fecond  Defcent  upon  Port- 
land in  Dorfetjhire^  and  fucceeded  in  their  At- 
tempt. 

In  838  they  made  another  Defcent  about 
Romney  in  Ke7it^  with  fuch  Succefs,  and  fuch 
great  Slaughter,  that  they  over-ran  the  Coun- ' 
try. 

In  fliort,  they  made  frefli  Vifits  for  feveral 
Years  afterwards  fucceffivelv,  for  the  Sake  of 
Plunder  only,  without  the  leaft  Intention  of 
making  a  Settlement  in  the  Kingdom. 

Ethelwulf^  however,  in  852,  aflembling  a 
numerous  Army,  with  the  Afliftance  of  his 
Brother  Aiheljian^  met  them  at  Okely  in  Surry  \ 
and  there,  after  a  defperate  Engagement,  prov- 
ed fo  vicStorious,  that  the  Slaughter  of  their  E- 
nemies  was  almoft  incredible. 

In  855  Eihelwulf  went  to  Rome^  in  order 
to  pay  a  Vifit  to  the  Pope,  in  Perfon  ^  and  on 

C  re- 
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receiving  his  Benediction,  he  not  only  gratifi- 
ed the  Vanity  of  the  Papal  Seehy  his  Devotion, 
butfatisfied  likewifc  its  moft  avaricious  Expecr 
tations,  by  his  Royal  Bounty. 

In  857,    after  having  reigned  One  and 
twenty  Years,  he  divided  his  Kingdom  be- 
tween his  two  eldell  Sons,  Ethelbald  and 
ihelbert^  and  foon  after  died,  and  was  buried  at 
JVincheJier  afore faid. 

III.    Ethelbald  and  Ethelbcrt.   Joint  Kings  of 
England. 

Ethelbald,  whofe  Reign  was  but  fhort,  and 
no  ways  remarkable,  died  in  860,  and  was 
buried  hrft  at  Shaborn  in  Dorfetjhire,  but  was 
afterwards  removed  to  Salijbury,  in  the  County 
oilFilts. 

IV.  Ethelbcrt,  the  fourth  Kif!g  of  Enghnd. 
Though  Ethelbert  bore  an  excellent  Charac- 
ter, yet  he  was  no  Favourite  of  Fortune ;  for 
from  his  Coronation  in  860  to  his  Death  in 
866,  he  had  one  continued  Conflict  with  the 
Danes,    He  was  interred  at  S  her  born  before 
mentioned,  near  the  Remains  of  his  Brother. 
V.  Ethelrcd,  the  ffth  King  of  Enghnd. 
In  866,  Ethelrcd,  the  third  Son  of  Ethelwulf 
fuccecded  to  the  Crown  ;  in  whofe  Reign  the 
Danes  committed  great  Ravages  throughout  the 
Kingdom. 

Notwithftanding,  in  868,  a  great  Famine 
and  Plague  happened  in  England  j  yet  thofe 
mercilefs  and  Blood- thirfty  Pagans,  the  Danes, 
in  869,  through  their  Averfion  to  Chriltianity, 
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fet  Fire  to  the  religious  Houfes  in  the  City  of 
York^  murdered  the  Monks,  raviflied  the  Nuns, 
and  made  a  Sacrifice  of  Edmund^  titular  King 
of  the  Eaji  Angles^  by  firfl:  (hooting  his  Body 
full  of  Arrows,  and  afterwards  by  cutting  ofF 
his  Head.  He  was  foon  after  interred  at  St. 
Edmund/bury^  in  the  County  of  Suffolk^  from 
whom  it  has  ever  fmce  been  diftinguifhed  by 
that  Name,  as  the  Manner  of  that  Prince's 
Death  entituled  him  to  the  Honour  of  Martvr- 
dom. 

Ethelred^  after  having  reigned  fix  Years, 
was  buried  at  TVinlurn  in  the  County  of  Dorfet. 

Alfred  the  Great^  fixth  TT/??^  England. 

In  the  Year  872,  Alfred  the  Great  (the 
fourth  Son  of  Ethelwulf )  fucceeded  his  Bro- 
ther Edward^  whofe  moral  Virtues  endeared 
him  fo  far  to  his  Subjects,  that  they  honoured 
him  with  the  Appellation  of  the  Father  of  the 
Englifli  Con/iitution,  He  was  crowned  at  IVin- 
che/fer  aforefaid. 

In  the  Year  878,  the  Danes  fettled  them- 
felves  in  divers  Parts  of  England^  with  whom 
Alfred  fought  divers  Battles  with  various  Sue- 
cefs  ;  but  at  Length  gave  them  a  total  Over- 
throw at  Eddington  in  Somerfetjhire^  and  not 
only  obliged  their  Leader  Gi^/;&rw«,  the  Chiefs 
of  their  Army,  and  the  main  Body  of  their 
People,  to  be  baptized,  but  afterwards  to  retire 
out  of  the  Kingdom. 

This  illuftrious  Prince,  in  882>  rebuilt  the 
City  of  London^  which  had  been  burnt  and  de- 
ftroyed  by  the  Dan^s  in  830.        C  2  As  
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As  he  was  an  excellent  Scholar  himfelf,  he 
founded,  or  at  leaft  greatly  augmented,  the 
Univerfity  of  Oxford. 

In  893,  the  Danes  with  3C0  Sail  of  Ships, 
xxnA^T onQ  Hdjii figs ^  invaded  £w^/^7«c^again,  but 
Vere  defeated  by  Alfred's  Army  at  Farnham  in 
Surry, 

In  897,  a  Plague  happened,  and  raged 
throughout  the  Land  for  three  Years  fucccf- 
iively. 

In  the  Year  900,  Alfred (\\c<i  of  a  Contraction 
of  the  Nerves,  after  he  had  lived  One  and  fifty 
Years,  and  reigned  Twenty-nine. 
Edward  the  Elder ^  eighth  AT/;/^  i?/' England. 
Upon  his  Deceafe,  Edward  the  Elder  (fo 
called,  to  diftinguifh  him  from  Edward  the 
Martyr,  and  fr/^t/^yr^theConfefibr)  fuccceded 
his  Father,  and  was  crowned  at  Kingjlon  upon 
Thames  in  the  County  of  Surry, 

This  Prince  was  a  brave  Warrior^  and  tho' 
invaded  by  the  £>^«/j,  in  the  Year  905,  he  de- 
feated them  in  Kc?2t, 

In  the  Year  911,  he  improved  the  Univer- 
fity of  Cambridge  much  after  the  fame  Manner 
as  Alfred  his  Father  had  augmented  Oxford, 

In  921,  he  was  in  the  Height  of  his  Glory, 
all  the  Princes  in  Britain^  of  whatever  Denomi- 
. nation,  whether  Scotch^  Danes^  or  IVelch^  ei- 
ther fubmitting  to  his  Allegiance,  or  courting 
his  Favour. 

He  died  in  the  24th  Year  of  his  Reign  at  Far- 
rington  in  Berkjhirey  and  was  buried  at  Winch e- 
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Tho'  he  had  three  Wives,  and  feveral  Chil- 
dren, yet  Atheljlan^  his  Son,  by  One  Egwinnay 
a  Shepherd's  Daughter  only,  fucceeded  him  in 
his  Kingdom. 

Athelflan,  eighth  King  of  England. 

He  was  crowned  in  the  1 3f  h  Year  of  his  Age 
at  Kingjlon  upon  Thames^  in  the  Year  924. 

In  the  Year  938,  he  defeated  both  the  Danes 
and  ^cots^  and  made  the  Princes  of  TValei  pay 
him  a  Tribute  of  twenty  Pounds  of  Gold,  300 
Pounds  of  Silver,  and  25,000  Heads  of  Cattle, 
with  a  laro-e  Number  of  Hawks  and  Hounds. 

  o 

The  fame  Year,  he  caufed  the  Bible  to  be 
tranllated  into  the  Saxon^  which  was  then  the 
Mother  Tongue. 

Much  about  this  Time,  the  renowned  Guy^ 
Earl  of  Warwick^  is  faid  to  have  encountrtd 
Colebrandy  the  famous  Danifn  Giant,  and,  af- 
ter a  fharp  Conteft,  to  have  killed  him  on  the 
Spot  at  Winchejhr. 


C  3  V.  C 
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The mmorahh¥.ncounter  between  Warwick  and 

CoLEBRAND,       Danifh  Giant,  ^7/ Winche- 

fter. 


Strength,  without  Art,  will  prove  of  fmall  Avatl\ 
But  Art  anet  Strength  united  feldom  fail: 
See  !  with  uplifted  Arm  and  angry  EyeSy 
The  Giant  meets  his  Foe  ;  —  lut  ouickly  dies. 

He 
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.  He  died  at  Gloucejler^  in  the  46th  Year  of 
his  Age,  and  in  the  i6th  Y ear  of  his  Reign, 
and  was  buried  at  Malmfoury  in  the  County  of 
Wilis, 

Edmund  the  F'lrji^  ninth  King  of  England. 

In  the  Year  941,  Edmund  the  P^irft,  the 
Brother  and  Hcix  q\  Jthel/ian^  and  the  5th  Son 
of  King  Edward^  was  crowned  in  the  i8th 
Year  of  his  Age,  at  Kingjion  upon  Thames. 

Though  he  was  a  brave  Prince,  yet  he  was 
foon  diftiirbed  by  the  Danes,  HoAvever,  by  the 
Afliftance  of  Malcoi?n^  ^^^Z  Scots^  h^ 

overcome  them,  and  obliged  them  to  be  bap- 
tized. 

In  the  6th  Y'ear  of  his  Reign,  he  was  afiaffi- 
nated,  and  {lain  at  a  Fefi-ival  in  GlGnceJlcrJJnrc^ 
by  the  ignoble  Hand  of  one  Leof  a  notorious 
Robber,  whom  he  had  formerly  banifhed. 
The  Traitor,  however,  wa^i  immediately  cut 
in  Pieces  bvthe  Kino-'s  Attendants. 

He  was  buried  at  Glajionbury^  in  tBe^County 
of  Soinerfet, 

Edred-  /r?://;  A"/??^  ^Z*  En  gland. 

Edrcd^  the  5th  Son  of  Edward^  (notwith- 
flanding  Edmund  left  two  Sons,  Edwin  and 
Edgar ^  Infants)  fucceeded  his  Brother  Ed;riundj 
and  was  crowned  at  Kingjion  upon  Thames^  in 
the  County  of  Surry ^  in  the  Year  946. 

He  was  the  Firft  that  was  ftiled  King  of 
Great-Britain, 

He  died  in  955  of  a  Q^ilnfey,  in  the  tenth 
Year  of  his  Reign^  and  v^as  buried  at  Winchejler, 

C  4  Edwy, 
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EduTr  or  Edwin,  eleventh  King  of  England. 

Edwy^  or  Edvjln  (the  eldeft  Son  of  King 
Edmund)  fucceeded  his  Uncle,  and  was  crown- 
ed at  Kingjlon  upon  Thames^  in  the  14th  Yeai 
of  his  Age. 

His  Perfon  was  fo  beautiful,  that  he  obtain- 
ed the  Surname  of  Fair, 

He  baniflicd  one  Dunjian^  an  artful  and  am- 
bitious Prieft,  who  was  proclaimed  a  Saint  by 
the  Monks,  who,  with  him  at  their  Head, 
formed  a  Confpiracy  both  againft  the  King  and 
the  Queen,  and  ufed  them  in  a  moft  cruel  and 

io-nominious  Manner.     This  ill  Treatment 

^   

threw  Edwin  into  an  Exccfs  of  Melancholy, 
which  occafioned  his  Death,  after  he  had 
reigned  only  four  Years,  and  fome  few  Months. 
He  was  interred  at  Wimhcjler, 
Edgar,  the  Peaceable  ^  the  twelfth  King  of  Eng- 
land. 

In  the  Year  959,  Edgar ^  the  Peaceable^  when 
be  was  but  fixteen  Years  of  Age,  was  crown- 
ed Sovereign  of  all  England  at  King f ion  upon 
Thames. 

This  Prince  was  endued  with  many  Virtues, 
and  was  born  with  fuch  good  natural  Parts, 
that  his  Judgment  was  ripe  before  the  ufual 
Time. 

His  Reign  was  undifturbed  by  War,  and 
his  Kingdom  free  from  all  Invafions. 

In  961,  he  augmented  his  Fleet,  as  feme 
fay,  to  3,600  Ships  only  ;  but  others  aflbre  us, 

to 
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to  4>8oO,  and  reigned  in  greater  Splendor  than 
any  of  his  Predeceflbrs. 

As  England  and  JVales  were  at  that  Time 
forely  infefted  by  Wolves,  Edgar  aboliflied  the 
pecuniary  Tribute  which  the  JVelch  were  obli- 
ged to  pay  him,  and  fubftituted  in  its  Room  an 
annual  Tribute  of  300  Wolves-heads ;  he 
moreover  gave  fuch  Encouragement  for  the 
Deftruclion  of  thofe  Animals  in  England^  that 
in  a  few  Years  their  very  Species  were  exter- 
minated throughout  the  whole  Face  of  the 
Country. 

He  died  in  975,  in  the  32d  Year  of  his  Age, 
and  in  the  i6th  of  his  Reign,  and  was  buried 
at  Glajionhiiry  Abbey. 

He  was  afterwards  canonized  by  the  Monks, 
for  having  eredted  in  his  Life-time  near  50 
Convents. 

Edward  the  Second^  thirteenth  King  of  ^ng\iLnd, 
Edward  the  Ild,  though  an  Infant,  as  he 
was  Edgar  s  eldeft  Son,  fucceeded  his  Father, 
and  was  crowned  at  Kingjion  upon  Thames. 

In  the  Year  976,  the  Controverfies  between 
the  regular  and  fecular  Clergy  ran  very  high  : 
The  Regulars,  however,  procured  a  Decla- 
ration from  a  national  Affembly,  then  held  at 
Cleves^  in  Wiltjhire^  for  the  Reftoration  of  their 
PoiTeffions. 

In  979,  this  unhappy  young  Prince  was,  by 
Order  of  his  Mother-in-Law,  Queen  Elfrida^ 
afiaffinated,  and  ftabbedin  the  Back,  whilft  he 
was,  without  any  Attendants,  drinking  her 

Health 
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Health  at  her  own  Palace-gate,  called  Corfe- 
CajUe^  \\\t\\tlp  oiFurhecky  in  the  County  of 
Dorfet, 

His  Body,  foon  after  the  Commiffion  of  this 
moft  barbarous  and  inhuman  Action,  was 
thrown  into  a  Well,  but  foon  taken  out,  and 
buried  at  Shaft/bury^  or  Shafton^  in  the  County 
of  Dorjtt  ;  where  fuch  Miracles  were  faid  to  be 
perfornied  at  his  Tomb,  that  on  Account  of 
his  Innocence  and  Youth,  and  the  AfFe£lion 
which  the  Monks  had  for  him,  he  was  foon 
aficr  canonized,  and  diftinguiflied  by  the  Sur- 
name of  the  Martyr, 

Ethel  red  the  Second^  f (fifteenth  King  of  Eng- 
land. 

In  the  fame  Year,  Ethelrcd  the  lid,  the  Half- 
Broiher  to  Edward^  though  but  12  Years  of 
Age,  fucccedtd  him,  and  was  crowned  at 
Khig  Jlcn  a  fo  re  fa  i  d . 

This  young:  Prince  being  of  an  indolent  Dif- 
pofition,the  Danes  foon  embraced  theOpportu- 
nityof  renewing  theirlnvafions:  And  thePrincc 
now  on  the  Throne,  having  nothing  of  the 
Spirit  and  Generofity  of  his  PredccefUjrs,  being 
brought  up  under  his  wicked  Mother,  and  a 
Set  of  felf-interefted  Priefts,  was  too  great  a 
Coward  to  face  his  Enemies,  and  too  much  of 
a  Mifer  to  equip  a  naval  Force  for  the  Protec- 
tion of  his  Subiects.  In  Ihort,  the  Danes  in- 
felted  the  Englijh  Coafts  fo  long,  that  Ethelred 
firft  paid  them  a  Tribute  of  io,cco/.  and  af- 
terwards 
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terwards  another  of  1 6^000 /.  to  induce  them 
to  dilcontinue  their  Depredations. 

In  1002,  Ethelred  mzYv\(ti  Elgiva^  Daugh- 
ter of  Richard^  Duke  of  Normandy^  vainly  ima- 
gining, by  that  Alliance,  to  intimidate  the 
Dorics  \  but  fo  far  v/as  he  from  fucceedingia 
that  Particular;  that  he  v/as  foon  after  obliged 
to  pay  24.,ooo  /.  more,  to  flop  the  Outrages  of 
thofe  bold  Invaders.' 

About  this  l^ime,  fome  Authors  inf.ft,  that 
there  v^as  a  general  Mafl'acre  of  the  Danes ; 
but  others  look  on  that  Storv  as  a  mere  Fic- 
tion. 

About  this  Time,  the  two  Univerfities  of 
Oxford  and  Cambridge  w^ere  utterly  deftroyed 
by  the  Dancs^  and  all  Manner  of  Studies  ceafed 
in  them  for  above  one  hundred  Years  after. 

In  1006,  Swcyn^  then  King  of  Denmark j 
ravaged  all  England^  and  obliged  Ethelred  to 
pay  30,000  /.  for  the  Purchafe  of  a  Peace. 

In  10 1 3,  Ethelred  deferted  his  Subjeds,  fled 
from  London^  and  fought  an  Afylum  for  him- 
felf,  his  Wife  and  Children  in  Normandy, 

Szueyn,  however,  inftead  of  being  crowned 
King  of  England^  as  he  expefted,  was  mur- 
dered by  his  own  Soldiers,  who  looked  upon 
him  as  a  perfect  Tyrant. 

In  I  o  1 4,  Ethelred^  upon  the  Death  of  Sw€yn^ 
returned  to  England^  where  his  Subje6ts  re- 
ceived him  WMth  fo  much  Joy,  that  Canute^ 
the  Son  and  Succeflbr  of  Sweyne^  was  obliged 
to  return  to  Denmark. 

In 
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In  1 015,  however,  Canute  returned,  and 
over-ran  all  England, 

In  10 165  Ethclred  died,  after  an  inglorious 
Reign  of  37  Years,  in  the  50th  Year  of  his 
Age,  and  was  buried  at  St.  Paur^'m  London, 
In  this  Reign,  it  was  firft  enadtd,  that  Priefts 
fiiould  not  marry  ;  and  that  nqne  fliould  fell 
their  Children  for  Slave^^. 

Edmund,  fut  nam'd  Ironfidc,  ffteenth  K'lrg  of 
England. 

Edmund^  furnam'd  Irorfide^  the  third  but 
eldcH  Son  living  of  Ethclred^  v/as,  on  the 
Death  of  Ills  Father,  recognized  as  King  of 
England^  by  one  Part  of  the  Natign,  and  was 
crowned  at  Kingjlon  aforefaid  j  whilft  the  other 
Part  acknowledged  Canute, 

This  Prinrc  enjoyed  the  Virtues  of  his  An- 
ceftors,  and  became  fo  formidable  to  the  Danci 
\Xi  feveial  Engagements,  tHat  tb^y  wereglac} 
to  termiiiate  their  War  with  hlm^  by  a  fmgle 
Combrit  between  him  and  Canute, 
.  The  ChampipDs  accordingly  m.et  in  the  lit- 
tle Iflc  of  Ahisy^  jjtar  Deerburjl^  in  GIouce/}er^ 
fi'^irc^  snd  both  engaged  very  valiantly  in  the 
Sight  of  br*'-  /armies.  Ca/iute^  however,  de- 
firetl  a  Pr  .jd  offered  to  divide  the  King- 

dom, v/iiiCii  iVopofal  Edmund  accepted  of. 

Edmttniy  howexer,  about  9  Months  after 
this  memorable  Combat,  was  barbaroufly  mur- 
dered by  Duke  Edric,  and  buried  a:  Glajlonhu-^ 
ry  ;  and  upon  his  Deceafe,  the  whole  King- 
dom became  a  Prcv  to  the  Dana, 


Introdu£fion.  xxxvii 

Caiiute  the  Great^  ftxteenth  King  of  England. 

In  the  Year  10 1 65  Canute^  the  Great,  be- 
came the  firft  Danijh  King  of  England^  and 
was  crowned  at  London,  Soon  after,  he  divided 
the  Kingdom  into  four  feveral  Go^rernments 
and  Edward  and  Edmund^  the  two  Sons  of 
Edmund^  were  banifhed,  firft  into  Swedeland^ 
and  afteri^^ards  int6  Hungary^  where  they  re- 
fided  for  Ibme  Years. 

In  10 1 7,  he  aflembled  a  Parliament  at  Ox^ 
ford^  where  it  was  agreed  to  give  him  8 1 ,000/. 
for  the  Arrears  of  his  Navy.     About  this 
Time,  he  married  Emma^  the  Widow  of  King 
Ethelred. 

In  the  Year  1020,  England  was  in  full 
Tranquility  ;  for  the  Virtues  of  Canute  deter- 
red his  Enemies  from  interrupting  his  Peopk. 

In  1 03 1,  though  he  had  been  nurfed  in 
Blood,  yet  he  paffed  his  Decline  of  Life  in  the 
Exertion  of  the  mildeft  Virtues  ;  for  he  was  as 
humble  as  he  was  great ;  and  from  that  Time 
could  never  be  prevailed  on  to  wear  his  Crown 
any  more. 

In  1035,  he  married  his  Daughter 
to  the  Emperor  Henry  the  IVth,  and  divided 
his  Kingdoms  between  his  Sons,  who  were 
all  of  Age,  and  appointed  his  Son  Harold^  fur- 
named  Hare-foot^  to  hold  the  Crown  of  Eng- 
land. 

In  1036,  he  died  at  Shaftjhury^  in  Dorfct-- 
Jhire^  in  the  19th  Year  of  his  Reign,  and  was 
buried  in  the  old  Monaftery  at  fVincheJier, 

Ha. 
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HzxoXAy  furnamed  Hzrtfoot^  fevcrttecnth  King  of 
England. 

The  fame  Year  Harold^  furnamed  Harefooty 
was  crowned  at  Oxford^  by  the  Archbifhop  of 
Canterbury. 

In  1039,  tht  Englijh^  looking  on  their  King 
as  anUlurper,^  and  a  Tyrant,  invited  his  Bro- 
ther Hardi Canute  to  come  from  Den?narky  and 
take  Poflcflion  of  the  EngUJh  Throne. 

Harold  died  in  this  Year  at  Oxford^  with- 
out Ifl'ue,  and  was  buried  at  Winchejier^  with- 
out doing  any  one  A£lion,  worthy  the  Son  of 
Canute, 

Hardicanute,  eighteenth  King  of  England. 

Hardi  Canute^  on  the  Death  of  his  Brother, 
accepted  of  the  Invitation  made  him  ;  and  on 
his  iirft  Arrival  was  crowned  at  London^  amidft 
the  Acclamations  both  of  the  EngHJ})  and  the 
Dane  5, 

Though  this  Prince  had  fome  Virtues,  he 
had  many  Vices,  and  was  for  ever  opprcfTing 
his  Subjects. 

In  1041,  he  died  fuddenly  at  Z^7;;/i^r/^,  in  a 
Debauch,  and  was  buried  at  IVinchcJler^  with 
more  Joy  to  the  Englifi)  than  he  was  received 
with  at  his  Coronation. 

The  Conduct  of  this  Prince  and  his  Brother 
Harold^  being  fo  rcverfe  from  that  of  their  Fa- 
ther, the  Danes  became  the  Objects  of  fuch 
\miverfal  Hatred,  that  both  the  Nobles  and 
People,  with  oue  Confent,  rellored  the  Saxon 

Race  j 
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Race ;  and  the  infolent  Danes  were  obliged  to 
abandon  the  Kingdom. 

Edward  llLfurnamed  the  Conk ffoTy  nineteenth 
King  of  England. 
In  1 04 1,  Edward  the  Illd,  furnamed  the 
Confeflbr,  the  feventh  Son  of  King  Ethelredy 
by  the  Donation  of  Hardicanute^  and  the  Inte- 
reft  of  Earl  Godwin,^  was  crowned  at  Winche- 
Jier. 

Before  he  came  to  the  Crown,  he  promifed 
to  marry  Editha^  Godwin'^  Daughter;  but  it 
was  in  the  Year  1044  before  the  Nuptials  were 
folemnized,  and  at  laft,  they  were  never  con- 
fummated,  notwithftanding  the  Lady  was  the 
moft  amiable  Perfon  of  her  Age,  both  for  Vir- 
tue as  well  as  Beauty. 

Though  by  his  external  Shew  of  a  more 
than  common  Sanctity,  he  procured  himfelf 
the  glorious  Titles  of  Saint  and  Confejfor  y 
yet,  in  Reality,  he  was  but  a  weak  and  wick- 
ed Monarch ;  for  he  was  not  only  infenfible 
to  his  Wife,  but  perfectly  cruel  to  his  Parents. 

In  1 05 1,  however,  he  aboliflied  the  heavy 
Impofition  of  Dane-gelt^  amounting  to  the  an- 
nual Sum  of  405O00/.  notwithftanding  it  had 
been  paid  for  38  Years  without  Intermillion. 

He  v/as  the  firft  Prince  that  ever  touched  for 
the  King's  Evil. 

In  1065,  affifted  at  the  Confecration  of 
TVeJiminJier- Mdhty^  which  was  then  but  a 
fmall  Monaftery,  and  rebuilt  it  in  a  moft  mag- 
nificent Manner  ;  and  dying  foon  after,  he 
was  interred  in  the  Abbey^  He 
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He  reigned  24  Years,  and  died  without  IfTu^. 
Harold  11.  twentieth  King  (p/*  England.  • 

Harold  thtllA^  Son  of  Godwin j  after  the 
Deceafe  of  Edward^  fiezed  the  Crown,  under 
Pretence  of  being  appointed  by  Edward  to 
fucceed  him  ;  though,  in  Reality,  he  had  ap- 
pointed IVilltam^  Duke  of  Normandy, 

Whereupon  JViliiam^  in  the  Year  1066-, 
made  a  Dclcent  on  the  Coaftof  EJpx  (in order 
to  make  good  his  Claim)  with  a  fine  Army, 
and  coming  foon  after  to  an  Engagement,  Hc^ 
ro/dw^s  killed  on  the  Spot,  and  was  buried  it 
ff  a/tham- Abbey  in  EJfex. 


Nor* 


Norman  Kings. 
LI  AM,  furnamed     Conqueror,  the  tweri' 
^y-fi^J^  ^^^i  <?/England,  and  Duke  of  Nor- 
msindy J  from  1066  to  1087. 


///j  Character     memorial  Verfes. 

W ILLIAM,  afpurious  Brarxh  cfKoVio's  Race^ 
From  Norman  Duke  /^England'x  King  ive  trace ; 
He  conquered  Saxon  Harold;  /Jez'd  the  Tbrcue^ 
tVas  brave^  fevere^  froudy  partial  to  his  oivn, 

D  Mother 


Mother  Bunch\ 

New  Hiftoryof  England, 

Cj5ooi{oo5oc$o:^ci:>{oo$3c$oc$oc$oci5oci{oo^ 

WILLIAM,  the  Norman. 

///J  COTEMPORARIES. 


Popes. 

Mexander  W,  1061. 

Gr^^cry  VII.  1 073. 

/^/■^^r  III  1086. 
Emperors  of  the  Eaji, 

ConjlaniXll,  1059. 

Romanus  IV.  ic68. 


Michael  WW.  107 1. 
Nicephorus  L  107  8. 
Alexis  I.  1081. 
Emperors  of  the  W^^/. 
//^Tz^)'  IV.  1056. 
King  of  France, 


Philip  1 
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////  S;V/Z?  Parentage. 
was  the  natural  Son  of  Robert^  the 
^  H  ^  Vlth  Duke  of  Normandy^  by  one 
)j(  )}(  Arlotte  or  Harlotte^  from  whence 
'tis  imagined  by  fome,  that  the  com- 
mon Term  Harlot^  that  is,  a  Strumpet,^  or  Pr^- 
ftiiute^  is  derived,  a  very  beautiful  Virgin  of 
Falaizcy  the  Daughter  of  a  Furrier,  with  whom 

he 
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he  fell  in  Love,  as  fheftood  gazing  (according 
to  fome  Hifforians)  at  her  Father's  Door, 
whilfl:  the  Duke  palted  through  the  Town  ;  or 
(according  to  others)  as  fhe  was  one  Day- 
dancing  with  other  young  People  in  the  Fields. 

His  Family  were  Defcendants  of  the  cele- 
brated-Ki?//^,  the  Dane^  v/hofirft  invaded  Eng^ 
land^  and  afterwards  committed  great  Ravages 
in  France^  about  the  Year  900. 

This  Prince  was  born  in  the  Year  1026, 
and  was  educated,  in  his  younger  Years,  by 
Henry  I.  King  of  France^  whilft  his  Father, 
in  a  Fit  of  Devotion,  paid  a  Vifit  to  our  Sa- 
viour's Sepulchre^  in  the  Holy  Land^  where 
he  foon  after  died. 

Tho'  this  William  claimed  the  Crown  of 
England^  as  the  free  Gift  of  King  Edward  the 
Cotifejfcr^  and  made  good  his  Title  thereto  by 
his  Arms  againft  Herod^  whom  he  defeated,  on 
the  14th  of  05loher  1066,  in  a  bloody  Engage- 
ment at  a  Place  cdllQiBattle-al^bey  in  the  Coun- 
ty of  Sujfex ;  yet  he  artfully,  and  with  feeming 
Modefty,  refufed  the  Crown ;  but  at  laft,  ac- 
cepted of  it,  as  being  elefted  King  by  the  mu- 
tual Confent  of  the  Englijh  and  Englljh  Nor^ 
mans. 

He  was  crowned  accordingly  in  Weftmirjier 
Abbey ^  on  the  25th  of  December  then  next  enfu- 
ing,  which  was  in  the  5 2d  Year  of  his  Age. 

He  began  his  Reign,  indeed,  by  ailing  like 
a  mild  and  merciful  Monarch ;  but  concluded 
it  more  like  a  Tyrant,  and  one,  that  was  deter- 
D  2  mined 
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mined  to  reduce  the  Kingdom  of  England  to  a 
State  of  Slavery. 

His  Marriage. 

This  victorious  Prince  took  to  Wife  Matilda^ 
ox  Maud^  the  Daughter  of  Baldwin^  theVth 
Earl  of  Flanders  \  by  Hadila^  ox  Alix^  the  eld- 
eft  Daughter  of  Robert  II.  King  of  France^  2, 
potent  Prince  at  that  Time,  and  very  inftru- 
mental  to  him  in  his  Conqueft  of  England^  by 
aflifting  him  with  large  Supplies  both  of  Men 
and  Money.  She  came  into  England  in  the 
Year  1067,  and  was  crowded  about  JVIntfun* 
tide  ic68,  with  great  Pomp  and  Solemnity. 
His  IJue  Male. 

He  had  four  Sons,  namely : 

1.  Robert y  furnamed  Courtchoyfe^  on  Ac- 
count of  his  fhort  Thighs  ;  Conrthofe^  of  his 
fhort  Breeches ;  or  Couriois^  of  his  courteous 
Behaviour ;  who  was  born  in  Normandy^  and 
iucceeded  his  Father  in  the  Dukedom  thereof, 
v/hich  he  left  him  by  Will ;  but  not  contented 
to  ftay  till  his  Death,  he  rebelled  againft  his 
Father,  who  difinherited  him  of  his  Kingdom 
of  England  on  Account  of  his  Difobedience. 

2.  Richard^  who  was  killed  by  a  Stag  in 
NcW  For  eft  y  in  the  Life- time  of  his  Father. 

3.  IVHUarn^  commonly  called  Rufus^  from 
the  Colour  of  his  Hair,  and  fanguine  Com- 
plexion ;  that  Term  importing  Red.  To  this 
Son  he  gave  the  Kingdom  of  England. 

And,  4.  Hcnry^  who  fucceeded  his  Brother 
milium. 

His 
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His  IJJue  Female. 
He  had  five  Daughters,  namely  : 

1.  Cicely  J  who  died  an  Abbefs. 

2.  Conjiance^  who  married  Alant  Fergeant^ 
Duke  of  Bretagne. 

3.  Adela^  who  married  Stephen^  Earl  of  Blois^ 
by  whom  flie  had  a  Son  of  the  fame  Name, 
who  was  afterwards  King  of  England. 

4.  Adelija^  promifed  to  Harold^  the  Ufurper, 
but  died  young  and  unmarried.  And 

5.  Agatha^  who  was  married  to  Alphonjo^  King 
of  Galicia, 

His  Wars. 

1.  He  entered  into  War  with  Szt;^j;7,  King  of 
Denmark. 

2.  With  his  Neighbours,  the  Natives  of  Wales. 

3.  With  Malcolm^  King  of  the  Scots. 

4.  With  the  Duke  of  Briiany.  And, 

5.  With  Philip  the  Firft,  King  of  France.  In 
all  which  he  proved  vi£lorious. 

His  partial^  and  arbitrary  Proceedings. 
I.  He  abolilhed  the  Englijh  Laws  and  Cuttoms, 
and  fubftituted  thofe  of  his  own  Country  in 
their  Stead. 

-2.  He  degraded  the  Englijh  Language,  as  far 
as  in  him  lay,  by  ordering  all  Law-Proceed- 
ings to  be  in  French. 

3.  He  mortified  the  Laity,  by  commanding, 
that  all  the  EngliJI)  fliould  put  out  their  Fires 
and  Candles  at  8  o'Clock,  when  they  heard 
the  Corfevj-Bdlj  fo  called,  from  the  two 

French 
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French  Terms  Couvrc-F^Uj  which  fignify 
Cover- Fire, 

4.  He  humbled  the  Clergy  likewife,  by  order- 
ing that  no  Englijh  Monk  fhould  bear  any 
Secular  Dignity. 

5.  He  commanded  an  exaft  Survey  to  be  made 
of  all  the  Lands,  Goods,  and  Chattels  of 
all  his  Subjedls,  which  were  regiftered  in  a 
Book,  called  Doomfday-Book^  and  depofi- 
ted  in  the  Exchequer ^  where  'tis  to  be  feen  at 
this  Day. 

6.  He  raifed  a  Land-Tax,  called  Hidage^  the 
Income,  or  Revenue  whereof  amounted  to 
no  lefs  than  400,000  /.  Sterling  per  Annum^ 
which  was  equal,  at  that  Time,  to  fix  Mil- 
lions at  prefent. 

7.  He  opprcfled  his  Subjedls  by  his  Game- 
Laws,  which  were  fo  rigorous,  that  who- 
ever killed  a  Deer,  was  fentenccd  to  have 
his  Eyes  put  out. 

8.  He  was  fo  fond  of  Hunting,  that  he  depopu- 
lated the  Country,  for  about  30  Miles  in 
Compafs,  in  order  to  inclofe  the  New  Forejl 
in  Hampfbire^  and  would  permit  no  one  to 
hunt  there,  without  his  exprefs  Permiflion. 
And, 

9.  He  built  the  Tower  of  London^  in  order  to 
awe  fuch  Citizens  in  particular  whofe  Fide- 
lity he  fufpe^ted. 

Several  remarkable  Accidents  in  this  Reign. 
I.  A  great  Fire  in  London^  which  confumed 
St.  PauP^  Church. 

a,  A 
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2.  A  mighty  Flood,  which  is  faid  to  havefof- 
tened  and  diflblved  many  Hills. 

3.  In  his  9th  Year,  there  was  a  hard  Froft, 
which  continued  from  O^ober  till  the  Jprll 
following. 

4.  And  laftly,  towards  the  End  of  his  Reign^ 
there  was  an  Earthquake  on  Chrijimas-Day. 

Jdditional  Memorandums. 

1.  The  Coins  of  this  Reign  and  the  next  were 
very  fcarce,  till  a  great  Number  of  them 
were  accidentally  found  at  Tork  in  the  Year 
1704. 

2.  The  antient  Britons  never  coined  any  Mo- 
ney, and  in  Cafar's  Time,  only  made  ufe  of 
Iron  Rings,  and  fhapelefs  Pieces  of  Brafs, 
in  Exchange  for  their  Commodities. 

3.  The  Silver  Coins  of  the  Saxons^  called  Pe^ 
niesj  were  ail  of  a  Size,  and  very  ill  min- 
ted. 

4.  Tht  Saxons  hd,d\ikewik  Half-penieSy  Far-- 
things,  and  Half-farthings. 

5.  One  of  thefe  antient  Penies  were  really 
as  much  in  Value,  as  Three-pence  are  at 
prefent. 

6.  Tho'  the  Artof  Conveyancinghas,doubtlefs5 
been  greatly  improved  fmce  this  Conquer- 
or's Reign  ;  yet  the  two  following  Grants 
will  be  fufficient  to  demonftrate,  that  the 
Deeds  in  thofe  Days,  were  much  more  com- 
pendious, and  confequently  lefs  expenfive 
than  they  are  in  Ours. 

The 
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The  firft  is  a  Copy  of  the  Char/er^  by  whicli 
the  Conqueror  kindly  reftored  to  the  Londoners  \i 
their  Rights  and  Liberties,  drawn  up  in  the  lj 
old  Saxon  Language,  which  ran  to  this,  or  the  i 
like  Effeft. 

IViliwm  King  greeteth  fVilUam  Bifhop, 
2iV\AGodfreyVorl\'t\  ey  and  all  the  BurgelFcs 
that  in  London  be,  French  and  EngUjh  friend- 
ly  :  And  I  do  you  to  wit,  that  I  will, 
that  you  enjoy  all  the  Law  which  you  did 
**  in  the  Days  of  Edward  King  :  And  I  will, 
that  each  Child  be  his  Father's  Inheritor, 
after  his  Father's  Days  :  And  I  will  not  fuf- 
**  fer  that  any  Man  any  Wrong  you  offer.  — 
God  keep  you." 

The  other  remarkable  Grant  runs  in  the 
Words  and  Form  following. 

"  I  IVilliam  King, 

The  third  Year  of  my  Reign, 
Give  to  Thee  Norman  Hunter^ 

**  To  Me  that  art  both  Leef  and  Dear, 
The  Hop  and  the  Hoptm^ 
And  all  the  Bounds  up  and  down, 
Under  the  Earth  to  Hell, 
Above  the  Earth  to  Heaven, 

"  From  Me  and  Mine, 
To  Thee  and  Thine, 
As  good  and  as  fair. 
As  ever  they  min€  were. 
To  witnefs  that  This  is  Sooth, 
I  bite  the  White-wax  with  mv  Tooth, 

"  Be- 
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Before  Jug^  Maud^  and  Margery^ 
<^  And  my  youngeft  Son  Henrys 
^'  For  a  Bow  and  a  broad  Arrow, 
"  When  I  come  to  hunt  upon  Yarrow.*^ 

His  Death, 

In  his  laft  Expedition  againfl:  the  King  of 
France^  which  was  in  the  Year  1087,  he  re- 
duced the  City  of  Mantes  to  Afties,  and  by 
approaching  too  near  the  Flames,  he  threw 
himfelf  into  a  Fev^er;  during  which  Indifpo- 
fition,  he  was  conveyed  to  Roan^  and  from 
thence  to  a  fmall  Village,  called  Herinentride^ 
not  far  diftant  from  that  City,  where  he  died 
on  the  9th  of  Septe?nber^  then  next  enfuingy 
in  the  64th  Year  of  his  Age,  after  a  Reign  of 
52  Years  in  Normandy^  and  in  England  20 
Years,  lo  Months,  and  26  Days. 

His  Burial 

He  was  buried  at  Caen  in  Normandy^  with- 
out any  Ceremony,  in  the  Monaftery  called 
St.  Stepben's  Abbey,  of  which  he  was  the 
Founder. 

His  CharaSier. 
He  was  tall,  thick-fet,  and  big;  and  his 
Corpulency  was  troublefome  to  him  in  his  lat- 
ter Years.  He  was  fo  vigorous,  that  Hifto- 
rians  declare,  no  one  could  bend  his  Bow  but 
himfelf.  He  was  very  laborious,  feafoned  to 
all  the  Hardfhips  of  War,  patient  of  Heat  and 
Cold,  Hunger  and  Thirft.  He  had  a  great 
Soul,  an  elevated  Mind,  and  a  prodigious  Ge- 
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nius,  which  fuffered  nothing  to  efcape  it's  Rc- 
fearches ;  he  delighted  in  War,  undeiftood  it 
"well,  and  had  great  Succcfs  in  it.  When 
bnce  he  was  provoked  to  Anger,  it  was  im- 
poflible  to  appcafe  him.  l^his  the  EngUJI) 
found  to  their  Coft ;  for  IV'tlliam^  wearied  out 
with  their  frequent  Infurredtions,  treated  them 
with  fuch  a  heavy  Hand,  that  he  ahnoft  de- 
ferred to  be  branded  with  the  ignominious 
Title  of  a  7  yrant. 


William 


William  II.  the  iwenty-fecond  King  of  En- 
gland, and  Duke  of  Normandy,  furnamed 
Rufus.    From  1087  to  iico. 


His  Character  in  memorial  Verfes. 

William  the  fcond  wm  but  little  Fame  ; 
He  built  that  Hall whichW eHmintter  we  nime } 
W 7S  valiant  J  rajh,  intemperate  and  vain ; 
Jt  lajiy  by  Tyrrel  in  New  Foreft  fain. 

E  2  WIL- 
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WILLIAMII.  lurnamed  RuFUS, 
the  XXIId.  Kinrr  of  Englajid. 

Hh  COTEMPORARIKS. 


Popes. 
Vi5lor\\\.  1086. 
Vrban  II.  1088. 
Pafchal  II.  IC99, 
Emperor  of  the  EajL 


A  lexis  \.  1081. 
Emperor  of  the  ty^Ji* 
Henry  IV.        1 056. 

King  of  France, 
Phiiip  J.  ic6c. 


His  Acccflion  to  the  Throne. 
jr)J()j(^  H  I  S  Prmce  was  30  Years  of  Age 
){(  y  )6(  when  he  afcended  the  Throne.  He 
)}(       )j(  was  called  Rufus^  from  the  Colour 
5kC)J()J(jw(  Hair,  and  his  fanguine  Com- 

plexion. He  got  Poffefiion  of  the  EngUJh 
Crown,  by  the  Aid  and  Affiftance  of  Lan- 
francy  then  Arch'oifliop  of  Canterbury ^  and 
Eudoy  the  High-Treafurcr. 

He  was  crowned  by  the  Former  at  JVeJlmin- 
Jler^  on  Suvday  the  27th  of  September^  1087, 
according  to  fome  Hiitorians  ;  but  by  others, 
on  the  5th  of  O^ober^  then  next  enfuing. 
His  Wars. 

I.  He  engaged  in  a  War  with  his  Brother 
Robert y  who  was  fet  up  by  his  Uncle  Odoy 
then  Earl  of  Kent^  in  the  Year  1088,  in  or- 
der, if  poflible,  to  dethrone  him.  fVillia?;!^ 

how- 
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however,  foon  put  an  End  to  that  Rebellion, 
and  was  determined  (in  Return)  to  invade 
Normandy^  and  deprive  his  Brother  of  his  Du- 
cal Dominion,  which  he  eafily  accomplifhed  ; 
for  tho'  the  Norman  Duke  applied  to  the 
French  K\ngj  in  IC90,  for  his  Afliftance;  yet 
William  fheathed  the  Sword  of  that  Monarch 
by  a  Pre  fen  t  of  Gold. 

In  the  Year  1091,  however,  he  was  re- 
conciled to  his  Brother  Robert^  upon  the  In- 
terceflion  of  his  Friends,  and  came  to  a  Treaty 
with  him,  wherein  it  was  agreed  (amongft  o- 
ther  Articles)  that  the  Survivor  fliould  enjoy 
both  England  and  Normandy* 

2.  In  the  next  Place,  he  oppofed  Malcolm^ 
King  of  Scotland^  for  efpoufmg  the  Intereft 
of  Edgar  Atheling^  his  Brother-in -Law,  whom 
he  had  banifhed,  and  whofe  ElFects  he  had 
confifcated  ;  but  that  Scotch'K.vAg  was  obliged, 
in  the  Year  1093,  to  pay  him  the  fame  Ho- 
mage as  he  had  paid  to  his  Father  before  hhn ; 
and  foon  after,  not  only  he  and  his  Son  were 
flain,  but  the  whole  Scciih  Army  were  totally 
defeated,  and  put  to  the  Sword  by  one  Mow  • 
Iray^  then  Governor  of  Northiiin^jerland, 

3.  He  engaged  in  a  War  with  the  IVelJl?^ 
by  whom  he  was  greatly  harraffcd  and  per- 
plexed ;  for  they  had  committed  great  Out- 
rages both  in  Shropjhire  and  Che/hire  ;  IVilliam^ 
however,  in  the  Year  1095,  avenged  himfelf 
of  thofe  Rebels,  by  driving  them  into  their 
Forefts,  and  obliging  them,  to  fly  for  Shelter 

E  3  to 
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to  their  Rocks,  and  fiich  other  Places  as  were 
nioft  difficult  oi  Acccls  :  And  as  one  Count  Eu 
in  particular  diftinguifhcd  himfelf  in  fomenting 
that  Infurreciion,  his  Punifliment  was  very 
i'evere,  if  not  inhuman  ;  for  lyUliam  firft  gave 
Orders  for  putting  both  his  Eyes  out ;  and  af- 
terwards for  depriving  him  cf  his  Virility  by 
Caflration.  And 

Ever  hnce  this  total  Defeat,  Wales  has 
hccn  under  the  Dominion  of  the  Ehgl^ft)  Mo- 
narchy. 

His  remarkable  TranfaPAons  at  Home. 

1.  He  rebuilt  London  Bridge. 

2.  Viz  raifed  a  ncv/  Wall  round  the  Tower  of 
London*  And, 

3.  He  huih  fFeJlminJlcr-Haily  which  he  made 
270  Feet  in  Length,  and  74.  in  Breadth. 

Rejnarkahle  Auidcnts  in  this  Reign 

1.  In  the  4th  Year  of  his  Reign,  600  Houfes 
in  London^  with  the  Roof  of  Bow-Churcb 
in  Cheapjldej  were  blown  down  by  a  Tern- 

P'rft. 

2.  In  the  loth  Year  of  his  Reign,  the  Earl- 
dom of  Godwin^  in  the  Eaft  of  AW,  was 
overflowed  by  the  Sea,  and  formed  thofe 
Banks,  which  are  now  called  Godwin 
Sands, 

3.  In  his  nth  Year,  a  Well,  at  a  Village 
called  Timchamjlcad^  near  JVindfor  Foreft, 
in  Ecrkjhire^  flowed  with  Blood  inftead  of 
Water.  Aiid» 

4.  In 
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4.  In  the  fiime  Year,  great  Flafhes  of  Fire 
were  feen  in  fevcral  Places  for  15  Weeks 
fuccefiively. 

Additional  Remarks, 

1.  In  the  Year  1096,  the  firft  Holy  War  was 
undertaken  by  the  Chriftian  Princes  with 
30O5O00  Men,  at  the  Infligation  of  the: 
Pope. 

2.  In  1099,  Robert^  Duke  of  Norjnandy^  en- 
gaged in  the  Holy  V^^r^^n^X'Jerufalem  was 
taken  :  Whereupon  it  was  propofed,  thnr 
the  Duke  fhould  be  made  King  thereof ; 
but  he  did  not  think  proper  to  accept  of 
that  Offer. 

3.  In  this  Reign,  the  County  of  Glamorgan 
was  taken  from  the  Britons  by  twelve  En^ 
glijh  Knights.  And, 

4.  In  this  Reign,  the  Taxes  were  not  only 
numerous  and  heavy;  but  raifed  after  a  very 
arbitrary  Manner. 

His  IJfuc. 

Though  this  Prince  had  neither  Wife  nor 
Concubines,  as  we  can  find  ;  yet  Sir  Richard. 
Baker  xn^.onn^ that  he  had  a  Baitard  Son, 
named  Bdrtrannus^  Vv^hom  he  advanced  in  Ho- 
nour, and  married  into  a  noble  Family ;  but 
he  2;ives  us  no  farther  Account  of  him. 
His  Death  and  Burial, 

As  William  was  hunting  one  Day,  in  the 
Year  iioo,  near  Choringham^  in  the  New  Fj- 
reft^  the  Company  difperfed  j  v/hen  this  Prince 
was  left  alone  with  one  IValter  Tyrrcl^  a 

E  4  French 


56       Hiftooy  cf  ENG  LJND. 

French  Knight  of  great  Worth,  and  a  pecu- 
liar Favourite.  As  ihey  were  together,  a 
.Stag  happened  to  pafs  hy,  at  which  the  King 
(hot,  and  wounded  it,  the'  but  very  flightly ; 
icon  after,  Tyrrel  {hot  at  another  Stag,  but 
miJlcd  it,  and  unhappily  flruck  the  King  full 
in  the  Bre:  ft  v/ith  his  Arrow,  who  immedi- 
iit'/ly  C-xpireci. 

This  fatal  Accident  happened  on  Tuefday 
the  2d  of  AuguJ}^  in  the  Year  iioo,  and  in 
the  44.th  Year  of  his  Agx^. 

In  all  Probability,  this  Domeftic  of  his  had 
no  wicked  Intention  in  this  Action  ;  fuice  we 
don't  find,  that  he  was  ever  fo  much  as  tried, 
much  lefs  punifhed  for  the  Ccmmiflion  of  fo 
fatal  a  Mildeed. 

His  royal  Coarfc  had  no  better  a  Convey- 
ance than  a  Collier's  Cart,  from  the  Spot  where 
he  fell,  to  IVincheJhr^  where  it  was  privately 
interred  in  St,  iSzc-vV/^/w's  Church,  after  having 
reigned  twelve  Years,  eleven  Months,  and 
nine  Days,  where  his  Monument  is  ftill  re- 
jnainmg. 

It  is  very  remarkable,  that  he  was  the  third 
Pcrfon  of  his  Father's  Family  that  came  to  an 
untimely  End  on  that  unfortunate  Spot  of 
Ground;  which  was  imputed,  in  thofe  Days 
of  Supeiilition,  as  a  Judgment  on  the  Con- 
queror^ for  having  ruined  (as  we  have  before 
hinted)  not  only  four  Abbeys,  but  no  lefs 
than  fix  and  thirty  Parifh- Churches,  to  make 

■   a  coi^i- 
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a  commodious  Habitation  only  for  a  Parcel  of 
wild  Beafts. 

His  Characler. 
The  only  good  Qiiality  remarkable  in  this 
Monarch  was  his  dauntlcfs  Courage,  v/hich, 
however,  was  but  one  Remove  from  brutal 
Fierccnefs.  He  had  had  great  Contefl  s  with  ons 
jinfclm^  a  Norman  Abbot,  who,  in  the  Year 
1093,  was  made  Aichbifhop  of  Canterbury  ; 
and  in  1095,  he  feized  his  Revenues,  and  de- 
tained them  in  his  own  Hands,  for  his  Ac- 
knowledgment of  the  Pope.  In  Ihort,  he  car- 
ried his  Vices  and  his  Tyranny  to  fo  high  a 
Pitch,  that  the  m.ortal  Wound  he  received 
from  his  Servant  TyrreU  as  before  mentioned, 
was  looked  upon  by  Many,  not  as  the  Refult 
of  mere  Chance,  but  as  a  juft  Judgment  of 
God  Almighty,  who  removed  him,  in  this 
Manner,  out  of  Compaffion  to  his  Subjefts, 
who  long  groaned  under  the  Tyranny  and 
Pppreffion  of  fo  wicked  a  Prince, 


Henry 


Henry  I.  the  twenty-third  King  England, 
and  Duke  of  Normandy^  furnamed  Beau- 
Clerc.    From  iioo  to  1 1 35. 


His  Character  in  memorial  Verfes. 

Learned  and  polite,  the  Conqu'ror'j  youngejl  Sorty 
By  Wifdom  kept  the  Crown^  his  fpl/es  had  won : 
Brave,  handfomey  fcher^  to  his  S ubje Sis  kind \ 
Tft faithlefs^  covetous^  to  Lujl  inclind. 
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HENRY  1.  XXIIId.  King  of 
England^  and  Duke  of  Normandy^ 
furnamed  Beaii-Clerc. 

His  COTEMPORARIES. 


Popes 
Pafchal  II. 
GelafmsW. 
Calif  us  \L 
Honor ius  II. 
Innocent  II. 
Emperors  of  ihtEaJi 
JlexisL  1 08 1 


1099. 
1118. 
1 119. 
.1124. 
1130. 


yobn  Comnen,  1 1 1 81 
Emperors  of  the  IVeJi. 
Henry  lY.  1055. 
Henry  V.  1 1 06. 

Lciharius  II.     1 125, 

Kings  of  France, 
Philip.  1.       •  lo6o* 
Lewis  Vh  1108. 


His  Birth  and  Parentage. 
W^'^yK  ^  fourth,  and  youngeft  Son 

^  tj  of  TVilUam  the  Conqueror^  born 
^  at  Mby  in  Torkjhire^  in  the  Year 

'^■^^^  1070,  in  the  third  Year  of  his  Fa- 
ther's Reign. 

His  Education. 
He  was  bred  at  Paris j  as  fome  fay,  and  o- 
thers  at  Cambridge  ;  and  'tis  highly  probable 
at  Both  ;  for  he  made  fuch  an  expeditious  and 
furprifmg  Progrefs  in  his  Studies,  that  he  de- 
fervedly  acquired  the  Name  of  Beau-Clerc, 
that  is  to  fay,  xht  polite  Scholar. 

His 
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His  Acceflion  to  the  Throne. 
Upon  the  Death  of  King  IVtlliam  Rtifus^ 
this  Prince  rook:  the  Advantage  of  the  Abfence 
of  his  eldeft  Brother  Robert^  who  was  then 
on  his  Return  from  the  Holy  Land^  after  his 
Qovi^w^^  .rujalem  \  and  repairing  direftly 
to  IVircheJierj  he  all  on  a  fudden  feized  the 
royal Trcafu re  there;  by  which  Means,  he  pro- 
cured himfelf  to  be  recognized  King  of  En- 
gland. 

On  the  5th  of  Augufl^  in  the  Year  iioo, 
about  four  Days  after  his  Brother's  Deccafe, 
he  was  crowned  at  Wejlminfter^  by  one  Alau^ 
rice^  the  then  Bifhop  of  London, 
H:>  IFars. 

I.  Robert y  Duke  of  Normandy^  being  return- 
ed, in  the  Year  iioi,  from  t''4"  Holy  Land^ 
and  making  a  Defcent  at  Portfmouth  with  a 
numerous  Annv,  in  order  to  lay  Claim  to  the 
Crown  of  hngland  as  his  Birth-right,  Henry 
came  to  a  Treaty  with  him  foon  afterwards, 
wherein  it  was  a^iecd,  (amongfi:  other  Arti- 
cles) that  Hen^y  ihould  enjoy  the  Kingdom  for 
his  Life,  upon  the  Payment  to  Robert  of 
3000  Marks/><fr  ylnnum  \  and  that  the  Survivor 
lliould  fuccecd  both  to  the  Kingdom  and 
DfVhy. 

Henry  Rafter  this  Treat)'  was  concluded) 
was,  for  fomc  confiderable  Time,  peculiarly 
corr  plaifant  to  his  Brother  ;  and  in  order  to 
fteal  upon  his  eafy  and  generous  Temper, 
and  anfwer  his  own  bafe,  felf-intertfted  Views, 

was 
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was  perfedlly  lavifli  of  his  Favours ;  but  in  the 
Year  1 105,  he  threw  off*  the  M;ifk,  and  made 
open  War  upon  his  Brother  Robert^  in  which 
he  proved  fo  fuccelsful,  that,  in  the  Year  fol- 
lowing, he  reduced  all  Normafidy  to  his  Obe- 
dience, and  took  the  Duke  Prifoner  near 
Tenchebray^  a  large  Town  in  the  lower  Nor-- 
?nandy  ;  and  foon  afterwards  conveyed  him  to 
England^  and  from  thence  to  the  Caftle  of 
Cardiff^  in  Wales ^  where  he  cruelly  caufed 
his  Eyes  to  be  put  out,  in  order  to  prevent 
any  farther  Competition,  There  the  unfor- 
tunate Robert  lived  for  twenty-fix  Years  fuc- 
ceffively  in  that  melancholy  btate ;  and  at  laft, 
died  there,  a  remarkable  Infrance,  that  high 
Birth  is  no  Security  for  worldly  Enjoyments. 

It  is  obfervable,  that  this  Robert  never  had 
but  one  Son,  named  JViUiam  Criton^  and  that 
he  proved  as  unfuccefsful  as  his  Father. 

2.  After  this,  he  engaged  in  a  War  with 
the  French  \  Lewis  le  Gros^  having  affifted  the 
petty  Lords  of  Normandy^  who,  at  that  Time, 
were  in  open  Rebellion  againft  their  Sovereign. 
Henry  thereupon  crofled  into  Normandy^  where 
he  defeated  the  French^  took  the  great  Stan- 
dard of  France^  and  carried  it  to  the  City  of 
Roan  in  Triumph. 

3.  King  Henry  had  likewife  fome  domeftic 
Wars;  particularly  with  the  Weljh^  headed 
by  the  Earl  of  Shrew/bury ;  but  he  drove  them 
back  into  their  ftrong  Holds  and  Caverns ;  and 
the  Earl,  inftead  of  acquiring  any  new  Ad- 
vantages, 
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vantages,  loft  the  Honours  and  Eftates  of 
which  he  was  before  poflelTed. 

His  Marriages. 
This  Prince  firfl  intermarried  with  Maudy 
or  Matilta.,  the  Daughter  of  Malcolm,  the  3d 
King  of  the  Scots  ;  and  aitsrwards,  with  Ade* 
Uxa,  the  Daughter  of  Geoffrey,  Earl  of  Lou'^ 
vain. 

His  legitimate  Iffuc  Male  by  Maud  his  firjl  Wife. 

He  had  only  one  Son,  named  JVilliam,  who, 
in  his  Pallage  from  France  to  England,  was 
unfortunately  cafi:  away  and  drowned;  which 
Affliction  caft  fuch  a  Damp  upon  all  the  Sue- 
ceffes  of  this  Monarch,  and  affc£lcd  him  to 
that  Degree,  that  fome  Hiftorians  aflurc  us, 
he  never  afterwards  was  fcen  to  laugh. 
His  legitimate  Ijfue  Female  by  Maud  his  firjl 
IVife. 

He  had  only  one  Daughter,  likewife  called 
Maud  the  Emprefs,  who  was  firft  married  to 
the  Emperor  Henry  IV.  and  afterwards,  to 
Geoffrey  Plantagenet,  Earl  of  Anjou. 

Tho'  he  had  no  Iflue  by  his  fecond  Wife ; 
yet  he  had  a  great  Number  of  ratural  Chil- 
dren. Some  fav,  that  he  had  no  lefs  than 
feven  Sons,  and  fcven  Daughters. 

His  remarkable  Tr  an  factions  at  Heme, 
I,  No  fooncr  was  he  feated  on  the  T^hrone, 
but  he  (hewed  himfelf  worthy  of  filling  it : 
For  he  reigned  with  great  Clemency  and 
Juftice ;  preferring  learned  and  pious  Men 
in  the  Church,  and  removing  the  fcanda- 

lous 
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]ous  and  ignorant :  He  mitigated,  in  a  great 
Meafure,  the  Rigour  of  the  Laws  ijitrodu- 
ced  by  his  Father ;  remitting,  or  abating  fe- 
veral  heavy  Taxes,  and  allowing  the  No- 
bility the  Liberty  of  Hunting. 
2*  He  was  the  firft  King  who  brought  religi- 
ous Proceflions  in  Faftiion  ^  and  the  firft 
who  joined  Rivers  for  Navigation,  viz. 
Trent  and  W'ttham  from  York-Sea  to  Lincoln^ 
7  Miles. 

3,  He  founded  alfo  the  Abbies  of  Hide^  Ciren^ 
.  cejier^  and  Readings  and  the  Priory  of  Dun^ 
.  Jiable. 

4*  He  held  the  firft  great  Council,  wherein 
•  the  prohibiting  of  Priefts,  their  Wives  and 
Concubines  were  confidered.  In  which  the 
Bifliops  and  Clergy  granted  to  the  King  the 
Power  of  correcting  them,  as  he  faw  moft 
convenient,  for  fo  heinous  an  Offence  ;  by 
which  Means,  he  raifed  vaft  Sums  of  Money, 
by  compounding  with  the  Priefts  for  certain 
annual  Payments,  to  indulge  them  in  the 
Enjoyment  of  their  Wives  and  Concubines. 
5.  He  granted  his  Subjects  a  very  advanta- 
geous Charter,  which  confirmed  feveral  Pri- 
vileges they  had  enjoyed  under  the  Saxon 
Kings,  and  confirmed,  in  particular,  the 
Laws  of  King  Edward.  He  reformed  like- 
wife  feveral  Abufes  that  had  crept  into  the 
Court. 


Extra^ 
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Extraordinary  Accidents  in  this  Reign, 

1.  His  Son  IVilliam  (as  we  befoi^  obfcrved) 
with  many  Lords  and  Ladies,  was  unfortu- 
nately drowned. 

2.  A  great  Part  of  Flanders  was  overflowed, 
which  brought  a  great  Number  of  Flemings 
into  England, 

3.  In  the  fecond  Year  of  his  Reign,  the  two 
Cities  of  IVinchefter  and  Gloucejier  were  re- 
duced to  Ruins  by  Fire, 

4.  Four  Circles^  and  a  blazing  Star^  near  the 
Sun^  appeared  in  the  fifth  Year  of  his  Reign. 

5.  In  his  13th  Year,  there  was  a  great  Mor- 
tality. 

6.  In  his  14th  Year,  the  City  of  JVorceJier 
was  deflroycd  by  Fire. 

7.  In  this  Reign,  the  Thames^  Medway^  and 
Trevt^  were  dried  up  to  that  Degree,  that 
the  fmallctt  Veli'els  could  fcarcely  pafs  along 
the  Channels. 

8.  In  hfs  1 6th  Year,  appeared  2,  blazing  Star ^ 
or  a  Comet ;  and  Chejler  foon  after  was  al- 
moll  leduccd  to  Ruins  bv Fire. 

9.  In  his  33d  Year,  the  City  of  London  was 
burnt  trcm  JVejh  cheap  to  Aldgate, 

10.  In  the  34th,  the  City  of  IVorceJier  fufFer- 
ed  greatly  once  mo  e  by  Fire. 

11.  Atone  lime,  in  this  Reign,  the  MooJi 
appeared  as  if  turned  to  Blood. 

Additional  Re?narks. 
J.  It  was  by  this  Prince's  Order,  that  an  Eng- 
lip  Yard  was  firft  ellablifhed. 

2.  The 
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2.  The  Knights  Templars  firft  began  in  his 
19th  Year, 

3.  In  his  25th  Year,  a  Law  was  made  for 
Coiners  to  have,  not  only  their  Hands,  but 
their  Privy-Members  cut  ofF. 

4.  In  this  Reign  commenced  the  Fafhion  for 
the  Men  to  w^ear  their  Hair  long,  as  well  as 
the  Women. 

Taxes  in  this  Reign. 

1.  In  his  6th  Year,  he  fet  a  Fine  upon  every 
Parilh-church,  and  obliged  the  Incumbent  to 
pay  it  for  the  Redemption  of  his  Church. 

2.  In  the  8th  Year  of  his  Reign,  he  raifed  3^. 
for  every  Hide  of  Land ;  which  Sum  was 
appropriated  for  Part  of  his  Daughter  Maud's 
Portion. 

3.  He  had,  moreover,  during  his  whole  Reign> 
an  annual  Tax  of  i2d,  per  Hide. 

Memorandum. 
He  left  behind  him,  at  his  Death,  ioo,0Oo/« 
in  ready  Money  ;  befides  a  large  Quantity  of 
Plate  and  Jewels  of  an  ineftimable  Value. 
His  Death  and  Burial. 
In  the  Year  1 135,  this  Monarch  went  over 
into  Normandy^  and  died  on  the  2d  of  Decem- 
ber then  next  following,  at  St.  Dennis^  in  the 
Foreft  of  Lions^  after  feven  Days  Sicknefs,  of 
a  Surfeit,  taken  by  eating  too  freely  of  Lamprey Sy 
in  the  65th  Year  of  his  Age;  having  reigned 
35  Years  and  four  Months,  and  been  Duke 
Normandy  29  Years,  and  upwards.  And 
F 
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in  him  ended  the  Ifliie  Male  of  the  Norman 
Line. 

His  Body,  however,  was  brought  from  thence, 
to  England^  and  interred  in  the  Abby  of  Read- 
#  ing^  of  which  he  had  been  the  Founder;  but 
in  what  Part  is  unknown,  as  there  are  no  Re- 
mains of  any  Monument.  His  Daughter 
Maud^  the  Emprefs  was  likewife  buried  in  the 
fame  Abbey. 

Hh  Charafter. 
He  was  very  couragious ;  one  of  great  Pene- 
tration, and  foberly  inclined.  As  to  his  Perfon, 
he  was  very  comely,  and  graceful  in  his  De- 
portment. As  to  his  internal  Qualities,  he 
was  a  profound  Scholar,  as  is  the  Import  of  his 
Surname;  but  then  he  was  cruel,  avaricious, 
and  violently  addided  to  the  Sin  of  Fornication. 
In  order,  however,  to  throw  a  Veil  over  his 
Vices,  he  founded  fcveral  Abbeys  and  Epifco- 
pal  Churches. 
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Stephen,  the  twenty^fourth King  ^/'England. 
From  1135?  to  1 1 54. 


His  Character  in  memorial  Verfes. 


Valiant  and  prudent^  bnt  of  dubious  Right ^ 
IVhich  oft^  with  various  Chance^  was  iryd  in 
Fight, 

At  lengthy  his  own  Son  dead,,  this  Priyice  agreed^ 
ThatH^niyy  Son  of  Maud,  Jhauldhim  fucceed. 
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STEPHEN,  of  Blois,  the  XXIVth 
King  of  England. 

His  COTEMPORARIES. 

Popes 
Innocent  II. 
CeleJ^in  II. 
Lucius  II. 
Eugenius  III. 


JnaJiaslV 
Adrian  V. 

Emperors  of  the  Eajf 
John  Commuy    1 1 1 8 


1 1 30 

J  143 
1 144 

1145 
1154 


Einan.  Comnen^  ^^43» 
Emperors  of  the  JVeji. 
Lot  bar  i  us  II.  1 1 25. 
Conrad  III.  113^. 
Frederic  I.         1 1 52. 

Kings  of  Franct, 
Lewis  VJ.        1 1 08. 
LewisWl.       1 1 37. 


"///J  Acceflion  to  the  Throne. 
/*l9('eC^HE  Male-Line  of  the  A/(?r;w^«j  (as 
)§(  ^  Jg(  has  been  before  hinted)  being  ex- 
)5(  5^  tindt  in  Henry  I.  and  his  Daughter 
V{^)5()g(jj(  Maud^  the  E?nprcfs^  only  left, 
and  (he  married  to  a  Foreigner,  this 
Stephen^  Earl  of  Boloigne  and  Mortein^  the  3d 
Son  of  Stephen^  Earl  of  5/^/;,  by  Adela^  one 
cf  the  Daughters  of  JVilliam  the  Conquei'or^ 
hearing  of  King  Henry  s  Deceafe,  made  all 
the  Halle  he  poiTibly  could  into  England^  and 
notwithltanding  his  former  Oath  to  Maud,  the 
Emprefsj  who  was  then  abfent,  was,  by  the 
Procurement  of  Henry^  his  Brother,  then  Bi- 
fiiop  of  IVmcheJhry  i^nd  Roger^  at  that  Time 
F  I  Bilhop 
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Bilhop  of  P.alijbury^  and  divers  other  Perfons  of 
high  Birth  and  Diftindion,  of  his  Faction, 
received  for  King,  and  crowned  2LtlVe/iminjhry 
by  the  then  Archbiftiop  of  Canterbury^  on  the 
26th  of  December  in  the  Year  1 1 35,  being  the 
grand  Feftival  of  his  Name-fake  St.  Stephen. 
His  Wars  at  Home  and  Abroad. 

No  fooner,  how^ever,  vy^as  the  Crown  fet 
upon  his  Head,  but  he  was  drove  to  the  Ne- 
ceffity  of  taking  his  Sword  in  Hand  ;  for  he 
was  forely  harraffed  both  by  the  JVelJh  and  the 
Scots  ^  but  he  foonappeafed  thofe  Storms. 

In  the  Year  11 37,  he  was  called  into  Nor" 
mandy^  which  Geoffry  Plant  a  genet  had  invaded, 
in  Right  of  his  Wife,  the  Emprefs  Maud. 
This  War,  however,  was  ended  by  Compro- 
mife  ;  the  Terms  whereof  were,  that  Stephen 
fhould  reign  during  Life,  on  his  Payment  of  a 
fettled  Penfion  to  Geoffry, 

In  1 138,  a  Confpiracy  was  formed  againft 
him  in  Behalf  of  the  Emprefs  Maudy  who  ar- 
rived in  England  the  Year  following  j  and  in 
1 141,  about  the  Beginning  of  February^  de- 
feated King  Stephen^  and  took  him  Prifoner; 
whereupon  flie  was  declared  Queen  in  a  na- 
tional Synod,  and  the  Oaths  of  Allegiance  to 
her  v/ere  immediately  taken  by  Perfons  of  aH 
Ranks  and  Degrees,  throughout  the  Kingdom, 
Some  fliort  Time  after,  however,  Robert  Earl 
of  Gloucejier^  bafe  Brother  to  the  Emprefs, 
was  taken  Prifoner  \  whereupon  King  Stiphen 

was 
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was  releafed  on  All-Sahits-Day^  in  the  fame 
Year,  by  Way  of  Exchange. 

In  the  Year  1 142,  Stephen  laid  Siege  to  O.v- 
ford^  where  Maud  the  Emprefs  was  refident ; 
from  whence  Ihe  made  her  Efcnpe  to  Abington 
on  Fo9t,  by  Means  of  a  deep  Snow,  and 
dreflir^g  herfelf  all  in  White. 

About  five  Years  afterwards,  fhe  left  the 
Kingdom,  and  never  returned. 

In  1149,  Henry ^  the  Son  of  the  Emprefs 
Maud^  arrived  in  England^  and  ufrd  his  11 1- 
moft  Endeavours  to  recover  his  Right. 

In  1153.  however,  a  Peace  was  concluded 
between  5/rv.'v;/  and  Henry ^  v/herein  it  was  a- 
greed,  (amoni;ft  other  Articles)  that  Stephen 
Ihould  enjoy  the  Crown  during  his  Life,  and 
that  Henry  fhould  fuccccd  him ;  and  that  the 
Caflles,  built  by  Stephen's  Pcrmiflion,  being 
no  Ici's  than  1117,  fhould  ail  be  demolilhed. 
His  Marriage, 

He  intermarried  with  Maud^  or  Matilday 
the  Datighter  and  Heir  to  Eujiace^  Earl  of 
Bouhigncj  which  jVIarriagf  was  procured  for 
him  by  his  Uncle  King  Henry  1^  her  Mother 
being  Sifter  to  tliat  King's  Wife. 

His  legitimate  IJfue  Male. 

T.  Bahhvin^  who  was  born  in  the  Reign  of 
Henry  I.  but  died  in  his  Infancy. 

2.  Eufiace^  who  was  a  Prince  of  vcrf  great 
Hopes,  but  died  in  the  i8th  Year  of  hit;  Age. 
Some  fay  he  was  drowned;  but  others  that  he 
died  in  a  racing  Fit  of  Madnefs. 

3.  mi- 
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3.  IVilUam^  his  youngeft  Son,  Earl  of  Mor- 
taigne  and  Boloigne^  who  died  without  Iflue. 

He  had  two  natural  Sons  befides  thefe ;  one 
named  William^  and  the  other  Jervais. 
His  legitimate  IJfue  Female. 

1.  Maud^  his  eldeft  Daughter,  who  died 
young.  And, 

2.  Mary^  who  firft  was  a  Nun,  and  after- 
wards, Abbefs  of  the  Nunnery  at  Ramfey^  in 
Hampjhire. 

His  TranfaSftons  at  Home. 

1.  He  reftored  to  the  Clergy  all  the  Liberties 
they  claimed,  and  abrogated  all  the  Laws 
relating  to  Hunting. 

2.  To  ingratiate  himfelf  with  the  Nobility, 
he  fufFered  as  many  of  them,  as  were  fo 
inclined,  to  raife  and  fortify  Caftles  upon 
their  Eitates,  thereby  laying  a  Foundation 
for  a  Number  of  petty  Sovereignties. 

3.  He  conferred  likewife  many  new  Titles, 
and  profufely  diftributcd  the  Treafure,  left 
by  his  Predeceflbr. 

4.  He  was  fo  indulgent  to  his  Subjevfls,  that 
there  were  no  regular  Taxations  in  his 
Reign  ,  and  what  was  very  remarkable,  tho' 
he  had  many  Enemies,  it  is  not  known,  that 
he  put  any  of  them  to  Death. 

5.  He  founded  the  Abbey  of  Cogjhallin  EJJex^ 
Furnefs  in  Lancajhire^  Feverjham  in  Kenty 
and  the  Nunneries  of  Carew  and  Hlgham. 
In  fhort,  more  Abbies  v/ere  built  in  his 
Reign,  than  in  an  100  Years  before. 

Remark- 
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Remarkable  Accidents  in  this  Reign, 

1.  In  his  firft  Year,  there  was  a  great  Fire  a- 
bout  London-Jione, 

2.  In  his  third  Year,  all  Rochejier  was  burnt, 
with  39  Churches,  which  it  then  contained. 

3.  And,  in  his  fifth  Year,  the  Tl:ames  was  fo 
frozen,  that  Horfes  and  Carts  pafied  over 
the  Ice. 

Memorandum. 

In  this  Reign,  'tis  faid,  that  the  Canon- 
Law  was  firft  introduced  into  this  Nation. 
His  Death  and  Burial. 

In  the  Year  1 154,  foon  after  Henrys  Re- 
turn into  Normandy^  on  the  Pacification  con- 
cluded the  Year  before,  he  fell  fick  at  Dover^ 
of  the  Piles  and  Cholic,  with  both  which 
Diftempers  he  had  been  long  afflicted,  which 
carried  him  off  in  a  few  Days  after  he  had 
reigned  eighteen  Years  and  ten  Alonths,  and 
in  the  50th  Year  of  his  Age.  He  was  inter- 
red in  the  Monaftery  of  Feverjham  in  Kent, 
which  he  and  his  Queen  had  founded,  who  was 
likewife  interred  there  with  him. 

His  Chara^er. 

He  was  very  valiant;  a  Man  of  extenfive 
Genius,  and  found  Judgment.  Tho'  an  ex- 
pert Soldier,  he  was  remarkably  merciful  and 
munificent.  His  Perfon  was  tall  and  majeftic* 
His  Air  and  Deportment  were  very  graceful ; 
and,  infliort,  he  was  one  of  the  molt  amiable 
Princes  of  his  Age^ 


Henry 


Henry  II.  furnamed  Plantagenet,  tzventy- 
fifth  King  of  England,  and  Duke  of  Nor- 
mandy.   From  1154,  to  1189. 


His  Character,  in  memorial  Veries. 


Firjlof  Plantagenets,  now  Henry  reigns j 
Fam'dfor  his  Pow'r^  his  Lujis,  and  large  Do- 
mains : 

A  Priejfl:  imperious  vex'd  him  all  his  Life : 
Then  Sons  rebellious^  and  a  wichd  Wife. 

G  Henry 
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HENRY  11.  Firft  of  the  Line  of 

Flajitagenet^  or  of  the  Hcufe  of 
AnjoUj  fometimes  called  Fitz-- 
Emprefs,  or  Court "  Mantle the 
XXVth  King  of  England,  and 
Duke  of  Normandy. 

His  COTEMPORARIES. 


Popes. 
JdrianW ,  1 154. 
Alexander  III.  1 1 54. 
Lucius  \U.  1 181. 
Urban  III.  1085. 
Gregory  VIII.  i  j  87. 
Clement  11 88. 

Emperors  of  the  Eajh 
Eman,  Comnen^  i  H3'  | 


Alexis  \l.  1 180. 

Andronicus  I.      1 1 83. 
Ifaacll,  1185. 
Emperor  of  iht  JVeJl, 
Frederic  I.        1 152. 

Kings  cf  France. 
LewisVWl. 
Philip  II.  1180. 


His  Birth  and  Parentage. 
FX)§(^HIS  Prince,  who  was  the  eldeft 
)e(  ^  )3(  Son  and  Heir  of  Maud^  thd  Em- 
)8(  prefs,  the  only  furviving  legitimate 
)S()6Gm(  1^"^  of  //^'/?;7  I.  was  born  at  Mans 
on  the  5th  of  March,  1 1 33. 
///V  Education. 
At  nine  Years  of  Age  he  came  into  England, 
where  he  was  inftruited  in  Learning,  and  from 
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thence  fent  into  Scotland  to  his  great  Uncle 
King  Davidj  and  by  him  initiated  into  the 
Principles  of  State  ;  and  was  knighted  on 
fFhitfunday^  in  the  Year  1 149,  which  was  in 
the  1 6th  Ye^r  of  his  Age,  by  his  faid  Uncle, 
9t  Carlijle^  the  capital  City  of  Cumberland. 

He  had  alfo  a  Tafte  of  War,  though  very 
young,  under  the  Difcipline  of  that  famous 
Soldier,  Robert^  Earl  of  Gloucejler^  his  Uncle  j 
who  afterwards  fent  him  into  Anjou^  to  Earl 
Geoffrey^  his  Father,  who  died,  and  left  him  * 
his  Dukedom  of  Normandy. 

On  the  6th  of  November^  in  the  Year  1 153, 
he  was  adopted  by  his  immediate  Predeceffor, 
King  Stephen. 

His  Acceffion  to  the  Throne. 

On  the  19th  of  December^  in  the  Year  1 154, 
he  was  crowned  at  Wejlminjler^  by  Theobald^ 
then  Archbiftiop  of  Canterbury. 

His  Tranfa^lions  at  Home  foon  after. 

1.  He  drove  a  great  Number  of  Foreigners 
out  of  his  Dominions,  whom  Stephen  had  in- 
vited into  them. 

2.  He  razed  to  the  Ground  fuch  Fortrelles 
as  belonged  to  private  Perfons ;  fufFering  thofe 
only  to  ftand,  as  he  deemed  neceflary  for  the 
Defence  of  his  Dominions, 

3.  He  refumed  all  the  Grants  of  the  Crown- 
Lands  and  Rents  that  had  been  made  by  King 
Stephen^  inftfting,  that  the  Grants  of  an  Ufurper 
were  void,  and  of  none  Effeft.  He  made 
likewife  divers  Refumptions  in  Normandy. 

G  2  4,  He 
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4.  He  permitted  the  Laws  of  Edward  to  be 
rc\'-ived,  and  confirmed  the  Charter  which  was 
granted  by  Henry  I.  his  Grandfather. 

His  Marriage. 

This  Prince  intermarried  with  Eleanor^  of 
Aquitain^  the  eldelt  Daughter  of  William  V, 
of  that  Name,  Duke  of  Aquitain,  the  repu- 
diated Wife  of  Lewis  VII.  King  of  France^ 
but  feparated  from  him  by  the  Authority  of 
the  Popey  being,  by  joint  Confent,  divorced 
for  Confanguinity,  in  the  3d  or  4th  Degree. 
Hts  Ifgitijnate  JJfue  Male, 

1.  JVilUam^  who  was  born  in  Normandy  ho,- 
fore  his  Father  was  King  of  England^  viz.  on 
the  17th  of  Augujl  1 152,  but  died  an  Infant 
in  the  Year  1 156. 

2.  Hewy^  who  was  born  on  the  28th  of 
February y  in  the  Year  1 154,  and  died  without 
Iffue. 

3.  Richard.^  who  was  born  in  September 
1 1 56,  and  fucceedcd  him  in  the  Throne. 

4.  Geojfrey^  who  v/ai>  born  on  the  23d  of 
Scpi:?nbcry  in  the  Year  1 158,  in  the  4th  Year 
of  his  Father's  Reign,  but  came  to  an  untime- 
ly End  ;  for  in  a  Tourncment  at  Paris^  in 
France  J  he  was  tioddcn  to  Death  by  his  own 
Hork^  in  the  Year  1 186. 

5.  Phil'py  who  died  very  young. 

6.  "Jchn,  v;ho  was  born  on  Chrijlmas  Eve, 
in  the  Year  1166,  and  furnamed  Sans-Terre^ 
or  Lack-Land^  and  fucceedcd  his  Brother  Ri* 
chard. 

His 
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His  legitimate  IJfue  Female, 

1.  Maud^  who  was  born  in  the  3d  Year.of 
her  Father's  Reign,  in  the  Year  1157,  ^"^^^ 
efpoufed  to  Henry  V.  Duke  of  Bavaria^  in 
the  Year  1167. 

2.  Eleanor^  who  was  born  at  Roan^  in  the 
Year  1162,  and  married  to  Jlphonfo  VIIL 
King  of  Cajlile^  a  Province  in  Spain, 

3.  "Joan^  who  was  born  at  Anglers,,  in  France,, 
in  the  Year  1164,  and  married  to  JVilUam  II. 
King  of  Sicily^  &cc, 

Befides  thefe,  he  had  two  natural  Sons  by 
his  Concubine,  Falr-Rofamond^  the  Daughter 
of  Walter  Lord  Clifford^  viz.  William^  fur- 
named  Long-fword^   Earl  of  RaUjOmry^  and 
Geoffrey,,  Archbifliop  of  York. 
Note.  The  Story  of  this  his  celebrated  Con- 
cubine, and  of  her  being  poifoned  by  the 
jealous  Queen  Eleanor^  in  her  Bower^  or 
Labyrinth^  ere£led  by  him  at  PFoodjhck^  for 
her  Reception  and  Concealment  during  his 
Abfence  from  England^  is  very  well  known; 
and  'tis  equally  well  known,  that  when  he 
found,  on  his  Return  from  Normandy,^  the 
fatal  EfFe£ls  of  his  Wife's  Revenge,  he  (by 
Way  of  Refentment  of  that  inhuman  A6ii- 
on)  confined  her  clofe  in  Prifon,  where  fhe 
continued  for  1 6  Years  fucceflively,  to  the 
Day  of  his  Death. 

He  had  another  Son  likewi{e,  by  a  Daugh- 
ter of  Sir  Ralph  Biezuet^  who  was  named  Mor- 
gan^  and  tho'  elected  Bifliop  of  Durham^  could 
G  3  not 
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not  prevail  on  the  Pope  to  grant  him  his  Con- 
firmation in  that  See,  on  any  Terms. 

His  Wars, 

1.  In  the  firft  Place,  foon  after  he  had  done 
Homage  to  Lewis  VII.  King  of  France^  for 
his  Dukedoms  of  Normandy^  and  of  his  feveral 
Earldoms,  he  quarrelled  withG^^^<fV,  hisown 
Brother,  and  difpofl'efled  him  of  all  his  Domi- 
nions. 

2.  He  declared  War  a  gain  ft  ^^jm^w^.  Earl 
of  Tholoufe^  a  City  o['  France^  to  which  he  laid 
Siege,  but  to  no  Purpofe  ;  upon  which  a  Peace 
was  coticIudcJ,  on  an  Acknowledgment  of 
loo  Marks  of  Silver,  or  ten  Horfes,  worth 
ten  Marks  each,  to  be  paid  to  Henry, 

3.  He  was  engaged  foon  afterwards  in  War 
with  one  Dermoth^  an  Irijh  King,  who  was 
forced  to  fubmit  to  the  Power  of  two  of  his 
Captains,  named  Rohrt  F^tz  Stephens^  and 
Richard  S(ror»gbcn\  Earl  of  Pembroke  :  After 
which,  Henry  eroded  into  Irehrid,  2nd  appo'nt- 
cd  Hugh  Lacy  Governor  of  that  Ifland  in  his 
Name,  by  the  Title  of  Grayid  'Judiciary, 

4.  After  this,  he  entered  into  War  with 
William^  King  of  S't^?//,  and  took  him  Pri- 
foner. 

5.  In  the  next  Place,  he  vanquifhcd  Philips 
Earl  of  Flanders^  who  had  made  a  Defcent  in- 
to England^  at  the  Head  of  a  ftrong  Body  of 
Forces. 

6.  And  laftly,  he  had  feveral  Engagements 
Xi'ith  the  Weljh^  who  had  been  very  outrage- 
ous, 
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0US5  and  committed  many  great  Diforders  in 
England, 

His  Domejiic  Troubles, 

Having  thus  fecured  Affairs  abroad,  he  bent 
his  Thoughts  upon  bringing  the  Clergy,  v/hofe 
Ufurpations  were  intolerable,  into  Subjection 
t6  the  fecular  Magiilrates. 

In  this,  however,  he  was  ftrenuoufly  oppo- 
fed  by  Thomas  Beckett  an  infolent  Prelate,  who, 
at  that  Time,  was  Archbiftiop  of  Canterbury y 
by  the  King's  Indulgence. 

The  Difpute  ran  fo  high,  that  the  Archbi- 
fhop  was  forced  to  fly  out  of  the  Kingdom ; 
but  a  Reconciliation  being  made,  by  the  Me- 
diation of  the  Pope  and  the  King  of  France^ 
he  was  permitted  to  return  in  Peace  :  Butthiit 
Peace  was  foon  interrupted  by  frefli  Oppofiti- 
ons  of  that  turbulent  Prelate,  which  created 
the  King  fo  much  Uneafinefs,  that  four  of  his 
Domeftics,  who  were  all  Knights,  namely, 
Sir  Hugh  Morvile^  Sir  JVtHiam  Tracy ^  Sir  Ri- 
chard Boritain^  and  Sir  Reynald  Fitzwar^  ima- 
gining their  Attempt  would  prove  agreeable  to 
their  royal  Mafter,  went  down  to  Canterbury^ 
unknown  to  the  King,  and  murdered  Becket 
in  his  Cathedral  Church,  whilft  he  was  faying 
VefperSy  on  the  29th  of  December^  in  the  Year 

The  fatal  EffeSfs  of  this  wicked  AJfaffination. 
Upon  this,  Alexander  III,  at  that  Time  Pope^ 
being  a  very  ftrenuous  Alfcrter  of  the  Preroga- 
G  4  tives 
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tives  of  the'  Clergy,  excommunicated  the 
King. 

However,  on  his  Majefty's  public  Decla- 
ration, not  only  of  his  Innocence,  but  his  Ab- 
horrence cf  fuch  a  premeditated  and  impious 
Adlion,  and  on  his  too  abjedt  Submiffion  to 
whatever  Terms  his  Holinefs  was  pleafed  to 
impofe,  he  went  to  Avranchcs^  an  Epifcopal 
City  in  the  Lower  Normandy^  where  he  receiv- 
ed from  two  of  the  Pope\  Legates,  appointed 
for  that  Purpofe,  his  Abfolution  in  Form. 

Soon  after  this,  his  Zeal  tranfported  him  to 
a  ftill  meaner  Condefcenfion  \  for  in  the  Yeax 
1 174,  he  went  in  Pilgrimage  bare-foot,  to  the 
Tomb  of  the  deceafed  Prelate,  who  had  been 
then  but  lately  canonized,  and  diftinguifhed 
by  the  pompous  Title  of  Saint  and  Martyr,  in 
Sight  whereof  he  received  no  lefs  than  four- 
icore  iirnominious  Lafhes  from  the  Hands  of 
the  Priory  and  the  Monks  of  the  Convent, 
where  his  Body  lay  interred. 

AUmorandurns. 

I.  It  \%  here  to  be  obferved,  that  the  Cano- 
nization of  that  Prelate,  tho'  'tis  highly  quef- 
tionable,  whether  he  deferved  the  Title  of  a 
commonly  honeft  Man,  much  Icfs  a  good 
Chriftian,  had  fuch  an  Effect  in  the  Romijh 
Ciiurch,  that  the  Shrine  of  this  new  Saint  was 
fuperllitioufly  reforted  to  by  all  Ranks  and  De- 
grees cf  People,  till  the  Commencement  of 
the  Reformation^  and  idolatroufly  worftiipped 
almoit  equally  with  J^fus  Chriji  himfelf. 
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2.  It  is  llkewife  well  worthy  of  Remark, 
that  the  four  AJfajJins  (upon  the  Perpetration 
of  their  iniquitous  Murder)  fled  immediately 
out  of  the  Kingdom  ;  and  finding  their  felf- 
intereftcd  Views  all  entirely  fr uftrated,  never 
attempted  to  return ;  but  wandered  about  for 
feme  Time  (like  Cain)  in  Exile  and  Difgrace, 
and  at  laft  died  in  the  moft  deplorable  State 
and  Condition,  in  all  the  Agonies  of  confcious 
Guilt  and  deep  Defpair. 

After  this  fhort  Digreffion,  it  will  be  proper 
to  add  fome  other  Mortifications  which  King 
Henry  met  with  in  his  Decline  of  Life. 

From  the  V^ear  1173,  to  the  Day  of  his 
Deceafe,  he  was  fo  harrafftd  and  perplexed 
by  his  turbulent  and  unruly  Wife,  in  Con- 
iunflion  v/ith  her  undutiful  and  rebellious 
Sons,  that  they  lert-him  not  the  leaft  Interval 
of  Eafe  and  Peace  of  Mmd ;  and  as  an  In- 
fiance  of  his  Rao-e  and  Refentment  of  their 
unnatural  Conf^vracies  againft  him,  we  are 
inform.ed,  that  ibme  (hort  Time  before  he  fell 
fick,  he  not  only  (likeyi?/>)  in  a  Fit,  as  it 
were,  of  Defpair,  curfed  the  Day  of  his  own 
Birth,  but  vented  the  mofl  direful  Imprecati- 
ons his  unruly  Paffions  could  devife,  againft 
his  perfidious  Confort,  and  all  her  rebellious 
Offspring. 

Taxes  in  this  Reign. 
In  the  Beginning  of  his  Reign,  there  wa^s 
a  Scutage^  but  to  what  particular  Sum  it  a- 
mounted  we  have  no  Account. 

There 
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There  was  a  fecond  in  the  5th  Year  of  his 
Reign,  the  Intention  whereof  was  to  raife 
Men  for  the  Siege  of  Tholoufe^  amounting  to 
the  Sum  of  180,000/. 

Two  Years  after  that,  there  was  a  third,  at 
two  Marks  every  Knight's-P'ee. 

In  the  1 2th  Year  of  his  Reign,  there  was  a 
Tax  of  2  J.  in  the  Pound  for  the  firft  Year, 
and  I  d.  in  the  Pound  for  four  Years  after,  on 
all  Rents  and  Moveables. 

In  the  14th  Year  of  his  Reign,  there  was 
another  Scutage^  at  a  Mark  every  Knight's- 
Fee. 

In  the  1 8th,  another,  but  to  what  Sum  it 
amounted  is  uncertain.  And, 

In  the  laft  Year  of  his  Reign,  there  was  one 
more,  and  that  was  a  Tenth  on  all  Moveables 
for  the  Crufado, 

Remarkable  Occurrences  in  this  Reign. 

1.  No  Lions  were  ever  kept  in  the  Tower  till 
this  Time  ;  but  that  Cuftom  has  been  con- 
tinued ever  fince. 

2.  In  the  g^h  Year  of  this  King%'  Reign, 
dorj-Bridc^e  v/ds  rebuilt  with  Timber. 

3.  His  1 2rh  Year  was  remarkable  for  an  Earth- 
quake, which  was  fo  ftrongly  felt  in  Nor- 
foliy  Sufo/i,  and  the  IJle  of  Ely,   that  it 
threw  People  down,  and  made  the  Bells 
ring  in  the  Steeples. 

4.  A  marvellous  Dragon  was  feen  at  Ofyths^ 
in  his  17th  Year,  which  fired  Houfes  as  it 
moved  along. 

5.  In 
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5.  In  the  23d  Year,  a  Shower  of  Blood  fell 
down  in  the  IJle  of  Wight. 

6.  In  the  26th  Year,  a  wonderful  Fijh  was  t;^* 
ken,  the  upper  Part  whereof  bore  the  Re- 
femblance  of  a  Man. 

7.  Several  Bones  of  an  extraordinary  Magni- 
tude were  dug  up,  in  the  34th  Year  of  his 
Reign,  which  were  fuppofed  to  be  thofe  of 
the  Britijh  Hero  Arthur^  and  his  Wife  Gui^ 
ncniour. 

8.  Towards  the  Clofe  of  his  Reign,  not  only 
the  City  of  London^  but  that  of  like- 
wife  was  paved  with  Stones. 

9.  And  laftly,  as  the  Houfes  in  Lubeck  had 
been  burnt  down  by  reafon  of  their  being 
thatched,  the  Cuftam  of  thatching  Houfes 
from  thence  forv/ards  was  difcontinued,  and 
Tyling  was  fubftituted  in  irs  Room. 

His  *D&tith  and  BuriaL 
After  a  Reign  fufficiently  glorious,  though 
attended  v/ith  great  Troubles  and  Vexations, 
(as  has  been  already  fhewn)  he  died  with. 
Grief,  at  Chincn  in  Normandy^  and  was  in- 
terred in  the  Abbey  of  Foni-Evraud^  after  he 
had  fat  on  the  Throne  34  Years  and  upwards, 
and  in  the  57th  Year  of  his  Age. 

His  Charader, 
He  was  poffefied  of  a  thoufand  fine  Qiiali- 
ties ;  was  brave,  generous,  magnificent,  cle- 
ment, juft  and  prudent;   but  his  Luft  and 
Ambition  were  infatiable ;  and  tho'  he  was 

naturally 
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naturally  hot,  and  paflionate  to  Excefs  at 
Times;  yet,  for  the  moft  Part,  he  was  ex- 
tremely affable  and  courteous ;  and  remark- 
ably fo  to  the  Ladies  of  his  Court. 


Richard  I.  furnamed  Coeur  de  Lion,  (orlA- 
on's  Heart)  the  twenty-ftxth  King  of  Eng- 
land W  Cyprus.    From  1189  Ji99« 


AT/V  Character,  /w  memorial  Verfes. 

Richard  for  ho[jlWous  Courage  chief y  known^ 
JV ijled  his  Tears  in  Countries.^  not  his  own  ; 
j1  Prifoner  long  ;  at  laft  untimely  fain  ; 
England  had  fmall  Advantage  from  his  Reign, 
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RICHARD  1.  furnamed  C^ur  de 
Lion,  [oi  Lions  Heart)  XXVIth 
King  of  England,  and  Cyprus. 

His  COTEMPORARIES. 


Popes. 
Clement  III.  1188. 
Celejiin  III.  1 191. 
Innocent  III.  1 198. 
Emperors  of  the  Eqjl, 
Ifaacll.  1185. 
klexisllh 


Emperors  of  the  IFe/}. 
Frederic  I.  1 152. 
Henry  YI.  1 1 90. 
Philip  I,  1197* 

King  of  France, 
Philip  II.  1 180, 


His  Birth  and  Education. 
?r^)}(^HIS  Prince,  the  third,  buteldeft 
)j(  ){(  furviving  Son  of  Henry  II.  was 
)j(  )0(  horn  2it  Oxford,  in  the  Year  1 157, 
lML)9()^Jtj(  and  in  the  third  Year  of  his  Fa- 
ther's Reign.  He  was  trained  up 
to  War  in  Fiance,  and  on  Account  of  his 
diftinguiflied  Valour,  was  furnamed  Cceur  de 
Lion,  as  above  obfer\'ed. 

Remarkable  Incidents  before  his  Acceffion  to  the 
Tlorone, 

I.  He  concluded  a  Peace  with  Philip  Au- 
gufius,  who  gave  him  back  Mans,  and  div«rs 
other  Cities  which  he  had  taken  from  Henry, 

2.  After 
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2.  After  this,  he  went  to  Roarty  where  the 
Ducal  Sword  was  put  into  his  Hand. 

3.  Upon  the  News  of  his  Father's  Death, 
which  he  received  in  France ^  he  immediately 
fecured  the  King's  Treafure  in  that  Kingdom, 
which  amounted  (according  to  fome  Hiftori- 
ans)  to  no  lefs  than  900,000  /. 

4.  No  focner  was  he  arrived  in  England^ 
but  he  fet  his  Mother,  Qiieen  Eleanor^  at  Li- 
berty, on  the  20th  of  'July  ii8g,  who  had 
been  clofely  confined  by  his  Father  for  the 
Murder  of  Fair  Rofamond  (as  has  been  hinted 
before)  for  16  Years  fucceflively. 

His  Acceflion  to  the  Throne, 
Having  fet  his  Mother  at  Liberty,  he  went 
diredlly  to  London^  and  was  crowned  at  Weji- 
minjter  on  the  3d  of  September  then  next  en- 
fuing. 

His  remarkable  TranfaSfions  after  his  Coronation. 

1,  Having  agreed  (before  his  Arrival  in  En- 
gland) with  Philip  AuguJiuSy  then  King  of 
Franc e^  to  go  in  Perfon  to  the  Holy  TVar^  he 
began,  foon  after  his  being  well  eftabliflied  on 
the  Englijh  Throne,  to  raife  immenfe  Sums  of 
Money  for  that  particular  Expedition,  exclu- 
.  five  of  wnat  was  left  him  by  his  Father. 

A  fufficient  Sum  being  thus  raifed,  he  pro- 
vided a  numerous  Fleet,  and  fent  on  Board  it 
30,000  Foot,  and  5000  Horfe. 

3.  Soon  after,  he  went  in  Perfon  t©  France^ 
in  order  to  meet  it  at  Marfeilles. 

4.  In 
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4.  In  his  Paflage  to  the  Holy  Land^  he  was 
driven  by  contrary  Winds  on  the  Ifland  of  Cy- 
prus^ where  he  tarried  fome  confiderable  Time; 
but,  contrary  to  his  Expedations,  meeting 
with  an  inhofpitable  Treatment  from  the  Na- 
tives of  the  Ifland,  and  with  Treachery  from 
their  King  Ifaac^  he  landed  his  Army,  and 
foon  made  himfelf  Mafter  of  the  whole  Coun- 
try. 

5.  Upon  this  abfolute  Conqueft,  he  was 
conftituted  King  of  the  Ifland,  but  afterwards 
exchanged  it  for  that  of  King  of  Jcrufalerriy 
with  one  Guy  of  Lufignan^  which  Title  the 
Monarchs  of  England  alfumed  for  many  Years 
after ;  but  the  King  of  Sardinia  only  bears  it 
at  prefent. 

6.  From  Cyprus^  this  Monarch  fet  fail  for 
Palejiiney  where,  joining  with  the  French 
King,  and  fome  other  Chriftian  Forces,  he 
laid  Siege  to  the  City  of  jlcony  and  took  it  in 
the  Year  1 191. 

7.  Some  (hort  Time  after  this  Conqueft, 
he  defeated  the  great  Saracen  Army,  com- 
manded by  Saladine^  and  killed  upwards  of 
40,000  of  his  Soldiers. 

8.  Soon  after  thisdecifive  Battle,  K.  Philips 
upon  fome  Mifunderftanding  between  him  and 
Richard^  which  had  unhappily  fubfifted  for 
feme  Time,  in  order  to  avoid  coming  to  an 
open  Rupture,  in  that  diftant  Country,  re- 
turned Home,  and,  on  his  firft  Arrival,  in- 
vaded Narmandy. 
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9.  In  the  Year  1192,  King  Richard^  hav- 
ing made  a  Truce  with  Saladin^  left  the  Holy 
Land, 

His  Misfortunes  confequent  thereon, 

1.  Being  abandoned  by  theChriftian  Princes, 
and  apprehenfive  of  Philip'^  Attempts  to  fieze 
his  Dominions  in  France^  during  his  Abfence, 
and  hearing,  moreover,  of  the  bad  News, 
that  his  Brother  had  formed  a  Rebellion  againft 
him,  Richard  refolved  to  get  Home  as  foon  as 
poffible  ;  and,  in  order  to  anfwer  that  defire- 
able  End,  he  determined  to  take  his  Journey 
by  Land,  in  Difguife  ;  but  notwithftanding  ail 
his  Precaution,  he  was  difcovered  in  his  Paf- 
fege  through  Vienna^  and  feized  by  Leopold^ 
Arch-Duke  of  Aujlria^  whom  he  had  affront- 
ed in  the  Holy  Land, 

2.  This  Leopold  kept  him  for  the  Space  of 
twelve  Months,  and  afterwards  delivered  him 
to  the  Emperor  Henry  VII.  his  fworn  Enemy, 
who  demanded  no  lefs  than  ioo,cco  Marks 
of  Silver  for  his  Ranfom. 

3.  Upon  the  Payment  of  the  above  Sum, 
however,  in  the  Year  1193,  he  was  fet  at 
Liberty,  and  returned  Home ;  but  found  his 
Kingdom  much  impoveriftied  by  the  Supplies 
he  had  drawn  from  it,  and  in  gre'at  Confufion, 
through  the  Mal-Adminiftration  of  one  IVil- 

^  tiam  Longchamp^  then  Bilhop  of  f /j,  to  w^hofe 
Care  and  Conduct  he  had  left  the  Government,, 
©n.his  Departure  from  England. 

H.  His 
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His  fecond  CoronatUn.  ^ 
Soon  after  his  Arrival,  he  was  crowned  a- 
gain  at  IVincheJhr  \  but  his  Stay  in  England 
was  very  fhort ;  for  in  the  Year  1 194,  he  fail- 
ed into  Normandy^  in  order  to  fecure  that 
Country  againft  the  Arms  of  the  French^  with 
whom  he  carried  on  a  War  for  above  three 
Years  fucceflively.  However,  at  laft,  in  the 
Year  1 197,  he  obtained  fo  compleat  a  Vidlory 
over  King  Philips  that  he  was  glad  to  conclude 
a  Truce  with  his  injured  and  warlike  Enemy 
on  any  Terms. 

In  the  Year  following,  one  IVodomar^  Vif- 
count  of  Limoges^  in  France^  having  found  a 
vafl  hidden  Treafure,  fent  a  Part  of  it  to 
King  Richard ;   but,  not  fatisfied  therewith, 
he  demandeo  the  Whole :  Being  refufed,  he 
laid  Siege  to  JVodomar  in  his  Caftle,  but  mif- 
carricd  in  the  Attempt  \  for,  as  he  was  recon- 
noitring the  Place,   one  Bartram  de  Gulden 
fhot  him  in  the  Arm  with  a  bearded  Arrow, 
of  which  Wound  he  foon  after  died. 
His  Marriage* 
Tho'  he  was  contrai^^ed  in  his  Infancy  to  a 
Daughter  of  Raymond^  Count  of  Barcelona^  yet 
he  never  married  her  :  And  notwithftanding 
when  he  was  grown  up,  he  was  affianced  to 
Jdela^  the  Daughter  of  LetuisYW,  yet  he  ne- 
ver carried  that  Contrail  into  Execution :  In 
his  Journey  afterwards,  however,  to  the  Holy 
Land^  he  actually  intermarried  with  one  Be- 
rengarlay  the  Daughter  of  Sanchoj  the  fixth 

King 
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King  of  Navarre^  which  Match  was  procur- 
ed for  him  by  Queen  Eleanor^  his  Mother. 

Though  the  King  negleAed  her  Company 
for  fome  Time ;  yet  afterwards  he  retained 
a  real  AfFe£lion  for  her  ;  and,  indeed,  {he 
v/ell  deferred  it ;  for  ftie  was  a  very  virtuous, 
difcreet,  and  beautiful  Woman  ;  and  One, 
w^ho,  out  of  a  fmcere  Regard  for  him,  adven- 
tured many  Dangers  both  by  Sea  and  Land. 

However,  notwithftanding  this  mutual  Af- 
feflion,  he  left  no  liTue  behind  him. 

Taxes  in  this  King's  Reign, 

1.  In  the  firft  Year  a  Scutage  of  10  s,  fdr  e- 
very  Knight's- Fee. 

2.  In  the  fecond  Year,  towards  his  Expe- 
dition to  the  Holy  Land^  two  Saddle-Horfes 
and  tv/o  Sumpter-Horfes  were  taken  of  every 
City;  of  every  Abbey,  one  Saddle-Horfe, 
and  one  Sumpter-Horfe  ;  and  of  every  of  the 
King's  Manors  the  fame  as  of  the  Abbeys* 

3.  For  his  Ranfom,  when  Prifoner  to  the 
Emperor,  of  every  Knight's-Fee  20  J. ;  a  4th 
Part  of  the  Rents  of  the  Laics  ;  a  4th  Part  of 

'^the  Rents  of  fome  Clerks,  and  a  lOth  of  o- 
thers  j  all  the  Gold  and  Silver  that  the 
Churches  had  ;  and  all  the  Wool  of  thst  Year 
of  the  Cijlercian  Monks,  and  the  Order  of 
Semplingha?n, 

4.  Of  every  Plow-Land  2  s.  of  the  Huf- 
bandmen  or  Occupiers. 

5.  Of  every  Knight's-Fee,  a  third  Part  of 
the  Service,  for  his  Expedition  into  Kcrinandy ; 

of 
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of  the  Cijlerciam^  the  King  demanded  their 
Wool,  for  which  they  compounded. 

6.  For  the  Liberty  of  Tournament,  every 
Earl  gave  20  Marks  ;  every  Baron  10  Marks  ; 
every  landed  Knight  4  Marks  \  and  every 
Knight  of  Fortune  2  Marks. 

7.  In  the  two  Years  1195  and  1196,  were 
raifed  no  lefs  than  I5IOO5O00  Marks  j  but  not 
faid  how ;  alfo  an  Aid  of  5  ercry  Plow- 
Land. 

8.  Great  Sums  were  alfo  raifed  by  Seizures, 
Fines  and  Compofitions,  and  Sale  of  the  De- 
mefne-Lands. 

Mcmorandiam, 

1.  From  the  prodigious  Levies  abovemen- 
tioned,  'tis  evident,  that  tho'  this  Monarch's 
Reign  was,  in  fome  Refpedt,  glorious  to  him- 
felf,  yet  it  was  very  grievous  to  his  Subjefts. 

2,  As  an  Addition  to  their  Difcontcnt,  it  is 
remarkable,  that  they  enjoyed  but  a  very  fmall 
Share  of  their  Monarch's  Prefence  ;  for  he 
did  not  refide  in  Er.gland  the  Space  of  one 
fingle  Year,  during  his  whole  Reign. 

Re?narkable  Occurrences  in  tins  Reign. 

1.  It  was  in  this  Reign,  that  Robin  Hood  and 
Little  Johny  the  two  famous  Archers  and 
Free-booters,  performed  thofe  great  At- 
chievements,  which  we  find  commemorated 
in  our  antient  Ballads. 

2.  There  was  alfo  a  great  Famine,  which 
continued  for  between  three  and  four  Years 
without  Intermiflion,  and  was  followed  by 

fuch 
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fuch  a  dreadful  Mortality,  that  fome  Hifto- 
rians  affure  us,  the  Living  were  hardly  fufE - 
cientfor  the  Burial  of  the  Dead. 
3.  The  Town  of  Marling  in  Kent^  and  the 
Nunnery  belonging  to  it,  were  confumed 
by  Fire. 

His  Death  and  Burial. 

As  he  was  reconnoitring  the  Caftle  of  Chal- 
lonsj  in  France^  to  which  he  had  laid  Siege  (as 
has  been  before  hinted)  he  was  fhot  in  the 
Arm  with  a  bearded  Arrow,  by  one  Bertram 
de  Guidon  ;  which  Arrow,  being  extrafted  by 
an  unfkilful  Surgeon,  the  King  died  of  it  in 
the  42d  Year  of  his  Age,  after  he  had  reigned 
9  Years  and  9  Months. 

He  was  interred  at  the  Feet  of  his  Father, 
at  FonuEvraud^  where  a  {lately  Monument 
to  their  Memory  was  ere6led,  in  the  laft  Cen- 
tury, by  the  Abbefs  of  Bourbon^  Daughter  of 
Henry  the  Great. 

His  CharacSler. 

This  Monarch  was  of  a  proportionable  Sta- 
ture, a  pleafant  Countenance,  and  a  very  en- 
gaging Behaviour.  His  Eyes  were  blue,  but 
full  of  Fire;  and  his  Hair  of  a  Yellow  Caft, 

not  far  unlike  to  Red.  He  was  a  Man  of 

fuch  invincible  Courage  and  Intrepidity,  that 
he  juftly  deferved  the  Surname  of  Lions  Hearty 
which  he  obtained  in  his  Youth  :  But  as  to 
any  other  good  Qualities,  he  had  none  to  boaft 
of. 

John 


John,  fumamed  Sans-Tcrre,  or  Lack-Land* 
•    the  twenty 'feventh  King  of  England.  From 
1199,  to  1216. 


JoHN^  Reign  was  full  of  Troubles  and  Turmoihy 
From  his  bad  Conduit^  and  fr^m  prieflly  Wiles  ; 
England'^  great  Charter  by  the  Barons  won^ 
He  ga  ve  \  —  hut  to  the  Pope  refignd  his  Crown, 

JOHN> 
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JOHN,  furnamed  Sans- Terr e,  or 
Lack-Land,  the  XX Vllth  King  of 
England. 

His  COTEMPORARIES. 


Popes. 
Innocent  1198. 
Honor ius  III.  12 15. 
Emperors  of  the  Eaji, 
J/exis  III,  J  195' 
Jlexis  IV.  1 203. 
j/ex!s  V.  1204. 
Thiodorusl.  1204. 
Emperors  of  the  Weji, 


Philip  A. 

Otho  IV.  1208. 
French  Emperors  of 

C  onjiant, 
Baldwin  I.  1204. 
Henry  I.  1 2o6% 

King  of  France, 
Philip  II.         1 180. 


J?/V/^  and  Parentage, 
jr^^^^HIS  Prince  John  was  the  fifth 
X  ^  Son  of  King  Henry  II.  and  was 
^  "f-t  born  ztOxfordy  in  the  Year  1 166, 
'f^^^Jr^  and  in  the  13th  Year  of  his  Fa- 
ther's Reign.  His  Father  was  pe- 
culiarly fond  of  him^  and  notwithftanding,  in 
a  jocular  Way,  he  furnamed  him  Lack-Land^ 
yet,  when  he  was  but  feven  Years  of  Age, 
he  fettled  on  him,  not  only  certain  Lands  in 
England^  but  likewife  others  in  Normandy. 


His 
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His  Acceffion  to  the  Throne, 
Thrs  Prince,  by  Virtue  of  the  laft  Will 
and  Teftament  of  Richard  I.  and  the  high 
Reputation  of  the  following  Perfons,  namely, 
Hubert^  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury^  TVilUam 
Marjhall^  the  then  chief  Judiciary,  and  Queen 
Eleanor  his  Mother,  who  efpoufed  his  Inter- 
elt,.  came  as  foon  as  poflible  into  England^  and 
was  crov/ned  at  JVcJtminJIer  on  the  6th  of  jI- 
prily  as  fome  Hiftorians  fay ;  but  others  af- 
fert,  that  he  was  not  crowned  till  the  28th 
of  May^  by  Archbifhop  Hubert  abovcmcnti- 
oned,  nntwithflandiiig  Arthur^  the  Son  of 
Geoffrey^  King  Henry  s  third  Son  was  then 
living. 

His  Military  Anions  both  at  Home  and  A- 
broad. 

I.  He  firft  entered  into  War  with  Philips 
King  of  France^  who  had  efpoufed  the  Caufe 
of  Arthur^  and  took  him  under  his  Proteftion  ; 
but  perceiving  that  he  had  no  great  Profpedl 
of  Succcfs,  he  fucd  for  Peace,  in  the  Year 
I200j  which  King  John  granted  upon  very 
advantageous  Terms  to  himfelf. 

This  Peace,  however,  proved  of  no  long 
Duration  j  for  foon  after,  Philip  entered  Nor- 
inandy^  Sword  in  Hand,  and  fent  Arthur  a 
Body  of  Troops,  in  order  to  make  a  Divcr- 
fion  on  his  Side. 

That  Attempt,   however,  proved  unfuc 
cefsful ;  for  "John  went  over,  as  foon  as  pofli- 
ble, and  attacked  Arthur^  and  Hugh  h  Brun^ 

Earl 
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Earl  of  March^  who  had  efpoufed  his  Intereft, 
and  not  only  routed  all  their  Forces,  but  took 
them  both  Prifoners ;  as  alfo,  Eleanor^  the 
Sifter  of  Prince  Arthur, 

Arthur  did  not  long  furvive  this  Misfor- 
tune ;  for  he  was  either  murdered  in  Prifon, 
as  his  Friends  gave  out,  or  was  unhappily- 
drowned  in  a  River,  by  an  Attempt  which  he 
made  to  efcape  from  his  Confinement,  or  died 
with  Grief,  as  is  the  Opinion  of  Many ;  but 
whether  he  died  a  natural  or  a  violent  Death 
cannot  poffibly  be  determined.  It  is  certain, 
however,  that  he  died  in  the  Year  1202,  and 
that  his  Sifter  Eleanor  did  not  long  furvive 
him. 

Tho' King  y^/?«  was,  to  all  Appearance,  at 
this  Time  without  Competitors  ;  yet  Jiis  Trou- 
bles did  not  ceafe  upon  this  Conqueft  ;  for 
foon  after,  Conflant'ia^  the  Mother  of  Arthur 
and  Eleanor^  made  her  Application  to  the 
King  of  France  for  Revenge  on  ^ohn  ;  where- 
upon Philip  fummoned  him  ( as  his  Homager) 
to  appear  before  him ;  and  anfwer  concerning 
the  Death  of  his  Nephew  Arthur. 

King  'John^  refufing   to  obey  his  Sum- 
mons,  was  adjudged  guilty  of  this  Mur- 
der, and,  as  a  Traitor  to  P/?///^,  to  forfeit  all 
i  the  Dominions  which  he  held  of  the  Crown  of 
:  France  \  and  in  the  Year  1203,  Philip  took 
feveral  of  his  Towns  in  Normandy. 

However,  King  John^  by  the  Afliftance  of 
Cr//)',  Duke  of  Britany^  the  Hun)and  of  Con- 

I  Jiantiay 
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Jianila,  who  efpoufcd  his  Intcrcft,  was  enab- 
led to  recover  fcveral  of  the  Townb  he  had 
loft,  and  to  make  Head  againft  his  Invader. 

Soon  after,  the  two  Monarchs,  before  there 
was  any  decifivc  Aiflion,  came  to  a  Parley  ; 
and  a  Sufpenfion  of  Arms  was  agreed  to  for  the 
two  fubfequent  Years. 

2.  King  Jo/jn  thereupon  returnini^  into  En^ 
gland^  invaded  St 5  and,  having  made  a 
confiderablc  Shuiiihter  there,  obliijcd  theKinjr 
of  Scots  to  fubmit  to  hi*  fuperior  rower. 

3.  After  that,  he  went  over  irito  Ireland,^ 
which  had  revolted  ;  but  foon  reduced  thofe 
Rebels  to  Obedience. 

4.  Soon  after,  he  was  equally  fuccefsful  in 
his  Contcfts  with  the  IVelch  \  for  he  carried 
away  no  lefs  than  28  Youths  of  their  prime 
Nobility  as  Hoftages  ;  and  upon  an  Infurrcdli- 
on,  confeauent  thereupon,  he  put  them  all  to 
Death. 

5.  Having  tnus  quelled  that  Rebellion,  he 
went  once  more  over  to  France^  and  entered 
into  a  War  with  Lewisy  the  Son  of  Philip  ; 
wherein  proving  very  unfuccefsful,  he  pat- 
ched up  a  Peace  with  him  on  the  beft  Terms 
he  could  procure. 

6.  On  his  Return  home,  he  determined  to 
vent  his  Refentment  on  his  own  Subjects  ;  for 
the  Englijh  Barons,  not  being  able  to  procure 
from  the  King  thofe  Favours  which  they  re- 
quefted,  had  Recourfe  to  Arms  ;  and  his  Ma- 
jefty,  finding  himfelf  too  weak  to  withftand 

them, 
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hem,  granted  at  once  whatever  they  demand- 
ed. 

From  this  glorious  Stand  of  the  Barons  arofe 
the  famous  Magna  Charta^  efteemed  the  Foun- 
dation of  the  Englijh  Liberty,  which  was  lign- 
cd  in  a  Meadow,  called  Running  Mcad^  be- 
twixt Windjor  and  Stanes, 

7.  King  John^  however,  not  long  after- 
wards, raifed  an  Army,  and  fo  far  prevailed  over 
the  Barons,  that  he  over-ran  all  England^  and 
reduced  all  theCaftlcs  andFortreflbs  belonging 
to  the  confederated  Nobles  entirely  to  Ruins. 
>•  8.  Upon  this,  the  Barons  invited  Lewis^  the 
Son  of  Philip  King  of  France^  to  come  over 
to  England^  and  promifed  him,  on  his  Affift- 
ance,  to  give  him  the  Crown. 

Lewis  accepting  of  this  Ofter,  came  over  to 
England  with  a  Fleet  of  600  Sail,  and,  being 
joined  by  the  Nobility,  marched  to  London  ; 
and  at  the  very  fame  Time,  the  King  of  Scot^ 
land  entered  the  Northern  Parts  with  a  numer- 
ous Army. 

King  yohn^  indeed,  colle£led  what  Forces 
he  could,  in  order  to  make  a  frefli  Effort ;  but, 
to  his  no  final!  Mortification,  moft  of  his  Car- 
riages were  left  in  the  Fens,  as  they  were  paf- 
fmg  betwixt  Lynn  and  Bojlon. 
His  violent  Contejis  zuith  the  Pope  at  fundrj 
■  Times,  and  the  mortifying  Effe5i%  of  thofe  fu-- 
perfiitious  Dijfentions, 

I.  King  John^  having  fhewn  no  kind  Incli- 
'  nation  towards  the  Clergy,  the  Pope,  in  Re- 

1  2  venge. 
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venge,  took  the  Opportiinitv  of  his  Troubles, 
and  in  thcYear  1208,  put  hisKingdom  under  an 
Interdi(£l,  whereupon  all  Divine  Service  ceafed 
for  a  Time.  John  thereupon,  (by  Way  of 
Retaliation)  confifcated  the  Lands  and  Goods 
of  all  fuch  of  the  Ck  r;jy  as  obeyed  that  Inter- 
di£1:,  and  banifhed  the  B4fhops. 

2.  In  the  Year  1209,  the  Pope  excommu- 
nicated King  jfolmy  and  required  all  his  Sub- 
jects to  abandon  him. 

3.  In  1 21 1,  his  Holinefs  abfolved  the  King's 
Subjcdls  from  their  Allegiance  to  him,  and  re- 
quired them  to  avoid  both  his  Prefence  and 
Converfation. 

4.  In  the  Year  121 2,  the  Pope  proceeded 
to  depofe  Kini:  John^  and  gave  his  Kingdom 
to  the  French  Kmg. 

5.  Upon  the  French  King's  making  great 
Preparations  to  invade  England^  King  John^ 
out  of  Policy,  it  is  imagined,  rather  than 
Weakncfs,  fubmittcd  in  121 3  to  the  Pope^s 
Terms,  in  order  to  procure  his  Abfolution, 
(the  Thunder  of  the  Rom/Jh  Court,  in  thofe 
Days  of  Superftition  having  tended  greatly  to- 
wards the  Ahenation  of  his  Subjefls  Love  and 
Affection  from  him)  which  were,  that  he 
fhould  hold  his  Kingdom  as  tributary  to  him 
at  the  yearly  Rent  of  1000  Marks. 

Memora7idu7n, 

By  this  fliameful  Submiflion,  England  be- 
came tributary  to  a  Pack  of  foreign  Priefls, 

who 
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who  afterwards  made  an  infolent  Ufe  of  this 
Monarches  Foible. 

6.  In  the  Year  1214,  King  John^  in  a  fo- 
lemn  Aflembly  of  both  the  Clergy  and  Laity, 
confirmed  the  Refignation  he  had  before  made 
of  his  Dominions  to  the  Pope^  andrefigned  his 
Crown  in  Form  to  one  Randulph^  then  Legate 
to  his  Holinefs^  who,  in  an  infolent  and  haugh- 
ty Manner,  returned  it  to  him  again  as  a  Vai- 
fal  to  his  Mafter. 

7.  And  laftly,  having  thus  reconciled  him- 
felf  to  the  Pope^  and  the  Barons  g{  England^ 
in  the  Year  1 21 5,  having  obliged  him  to  con- 
firnl  their  Magna  Chart King  "John  prevailed 
on  him,  not  only  to  make  that  great  Charter 
void,  but  to  aid  and  affift  him  in  his*  Wars 
againft  the  Barons ;  and  his  Holinefs  did,  ac- 
cordingly, interdivft  all  thok  Barons j  and  their 
Adherents.  Thofe  Baroris^  however,  proving 
fuccefsful  in  their  laft  Struggles  with  their  So- 
vereign, (as  has  been  before  hinted)  it  is 
thought  by  fome  Hiftorians,  that  the  Mortifi- 
cations and  Difappointments  which  he  thfen 
met  with  were  the  Caufe  of  his  Sicknefs,  and 
foon  after  of  his  Death. 

His  Marriages, 
.  I.  He  inter-married  firft  with  j^lice^  one 
of  the  Daughters  and  Co-heirs  of  Hum- 
bert^ Earl  of  Maurienne ;  with  whom  he  was 
to  have  her  Father's  Dominions  for  her  Porti- 
on 3  but  all  thofe  Expe£lations  were  fruftrated 

I  3  by 
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by  her  untimely  Death,  and  the  fecond  Mar- 
riage of  her  Father. 

2.  He  uiter-marricd  afterwards  with  Ifabcly 
^nughfcr,  and  Co-heir  tol/^i/liam  Earl  of  Glou- 

cejier  \  but  by  her  h'j  h:ul  no  Illuc. 

3.  Sometime  after  he  procured  a  Divorce, 
•iidcr  Pretence  of  CoJifan^iuinity  in  the  third 
degree  ;  and  tliereupon  tcx)k  to  Wife  Ifabelj 

c  Dauizhtcr,  ,and  Heir  of  Aymer^  Earl  of 
' ■  'cydrft^ie^  who  feemed  to  retain  a  real  Af- 
on  for  him. 

Hh  Ijfue  Male  hy  this  laji  Wife. 
By  this  Qiieen  he  had  liFuc 

1.  Henry ^  his  eldeil  Son,  who  fuccceded 
him  in  his  Kingdom,  by  the  Name  of  Henry 
the  Illd;  who  was  born  on  the  firft  Day  of 
October^  in  the  Year  1207.  And, 

2.  Richard^  wlio  was  born  in  the  Year  1209, 
being  the  tenth  Year  of  his  Father's  Reign  ; 
and  elected  King  of  the  Romans  in  the  Year 
1256. 

His  IJfuc  FcTTUilc  hy  this  lajl  Wife, 

1.  foan^  married  to  Alexander  II,  then 
King  of  Scotland, 

2.  Eleanor.,  married  to  William  Marfual^ 
the  younger  Earl  of  Pembroke.  And, 

3.  Ifahel^  married  to  the  Emperor  Frede- 
Tie  II. 

Note.  Eefidcs  thefc,  King  John  had  five  natu- 
ral Sons,  and  two  Dauehters. 
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Rcmarhahle  Accidents  in  this  Reign, 
f.  One  Hugh  de  Bonisy  coininij!:  to  aid  King 
y^jn  with  a  ninncrous  Ari"i"5y  from  Bretdgne 
and  Flanders^  they  were  all  caft  away. 

2.  In  this  Reign,  (according  to  Baker)  there" 
were  extraordinary  Thunders  and  Light- 
nings, with  llaii-ltones  as  big  as  Turkey's 
Eggs;  and  a  great  Variety  of  Figures  lee^i 
in  monilrous  Shapes.  • 

3.  In  the  6th  Year  of  his  Reign,  there  was  a 
-hardFroli,  that  held  thrnuirh  J  aginary  ^  Fe- 

hruary^  andAIarch;  by  which  Means,  Corn, 
at  that  Time,  rofe  from  One  Shillinp-  to 
1 31.  4  (5?,  per  Quarter. 

4.  About  his  loth  Year,  Lo72doJi  -  Bridge^ 
which  till  then  had  been  all  Timber- work, 
was  built  entirely  with-  Stone  y  and  has  con- 
tinued fo  to  this  Day,  with  only  frequent 
Repairs. 

5.  And  in  the  Year  following,  great  Part  of 
the  City  of  London  was  burnt  down. 

Memorandum, 
It  was  in  this  Reign,  that  the  Maynr  and  two 
Sheriff's  of  London  were  firft  elected. 
Taxes  in  this  Reign. 

1.  IntheY'ear  1199,  he  had  a  Scutage  of 
two  Marks  of  every  Knight's  Fee. 

2.  In  the  Year  1200,  he  had  35.  of  every 
Plow-Land. 

3.  In  the  Year  1201,  he  had  two  Marks 
of  every  Knight's  Fee,  who  had  Licence  to 
ftay  at  home. 

I  4  4.  In 
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4.  In  1203,  he  took  a  levcnth  Part  of  all 
thofe  Earls  and  Barons  Goods  who  left  him  in 
Normandy, 

5.  At  a  Parliament  in  1204,  a  Scutage  of 
two  Marks  and  a  half  was  granted  him  on  every 
Knight's  Fee. 

6.  In  1205,  he  levied  a  vaft  Sum  of  Money 
upon  the  Earls  and  Barons,  who  rcfufed  to 
follow  him  beyond -fca. 

7.  In  1207,  he  took  a  13th  Part  of  all 
Moveables,  as  well  of  Laics  as  Ecclcfiailics. 

8.  In  1210,  he  forced  from  the  Abbies  and 
Monafleries  no  lefs  than  140,000/. 

9  In  121 1,  he  had  two  Marks  Scutage  of 
every  Knight's  Fee. 

10.  Andlaftly,  in  1 2 14,  he  took  three  Marks 
of  every  Knight's  Fee,  who  was  not  pcrfonally 
prefent  with  him  at  Poitou, 

His  Death  and  Burial, 

On  the  19th  of  Oilobcr^  1216,  he  is  faid, 
by  fome  Hiftorians,  to  have  died  with  Grief, 
on  Account  of  theLofles  and  Difappointments 
which  he  met  with  in  his  lall  Contefts  with  the 
Barons  of  England  hctwetn  Lynn  and  Bojlon^  as 
has  been  before  hinted  :  But,  according  to 
Others,  by  eating  of  Peaches  too  freely,  and 
drinking  new  Ale  at  the  Abbey  of  Sw'uiejlead. 
Others  again,  infift  that  he  was  poifoned  by  a 
Monk :  But  tho'  it  be  fomcwhat  uncertain 
whether  he  died  a  natural  or  violent  Death,  it 
is  well  known,  that  he  was,  foon  after  hisDe- 
ceafe,  conveyed  from  that  Abbey  to  Newark y 

where 
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where  he  was  interred,  in  the  50th  Year  of  his 
Age;  having  reigned  17  Years,  6  Months, 
and  13  Days. 

His  Chara^er, 

As  to  this  Monarch's  perfonal  Charafter,  v/e 
are  informed,  that  he  was  moderately  tall,  tho' 
peculiarly  fond  of  little  Men;  but  for  what 
Reafon  is  hard  to  determine.  He  was  fome- 
what  corpulent  likewife ;  but  of  a  four,  morofe 
Countenance,  and  a  various  uncertain  Tem- 
per. Sometimes  he  would  feem  extremely  re- 
ligious, and  at  other  Times,  fcarcely  a  Chrifti- 
an.  He  was  equally  rapacious  in  the  Acquifi- 
tion  of  Money,  and  profufe  to  thelaft  Degree 
in  fquandering  it  idly  away.  As  he  oppofed 
both  the  Priefls  and  the  Barons^  he  was  oblig- 
ed, as  we  have  before  fiiewn,  to  truckle  to 
Both,  as  Occafion  offered. 

Upon  the  Whole,  it  is  remarked  by  au- 
thentic Hiftorians,  that  he  neither  canme  to  the 
Crown  with  Juftice,  nor  held  it  with  Honour, 
nor  left  it  in  Peace, 


Henry 


Henry  III.  furnamedofW\nc\\Q(iQT^  mcrrty- 
cighthKin^  ^England.  From  1216  to  1272. 


ITis  Character,  in  memorial  Verfes. 

Tl)U  King  chief  Nete  in  Hijiory  does  gain 
Fro7n  civil  Difcortlsy  arid  the  longejl  Reign  : 
Fickle  and  zueak^  he  faw  his  Crown  juji  gone ; 
27/,  dyings  left  it  to  his  warlike  Son. 


HENRY  III.  furmmcd  of  IVindef 
ter,  the  XXVIIIth  King  of  Eng^ 
land. 

His  CdTEM^>OR  ARIES. 


Popes. 

Honorius  III.  I2i6. 

Gregory  IX.  1 22 7. 

CcLjllnW.  1 24 1. 

Innocent  IV.  1243. 

Alexander  \Sf .  1254. 

Urban  W.  1 261. 

Clemently.  1 261. 
Emperors  of  the  Eaji. 

Theodorusl.  1204. 

John  III.  1222. 

Theodore  II.  1225. 

IV.  1259. 

-MVWVIII.  1259. 


Emperors  of  the  W^Jh 
OtholV.  .  1208. 
Frederic  II.  I2i2. 
French  Emoerors  of 

Conjlmit. 
Henry  I.  1 206. 

Peter  U,  12 17. 

Brddivin  II.       1 237. 

Kini;s  of  France, 
Philiflh  ii8o- 
Lewis  Y III.  1223. 
St.  Z^Tt//j  J  226. 

Philip  III.  1270, 


///J  Birth  and  Parentage. 
^^^^"^HIS  Prince  was  the  eldeft  Son  of 
^  T  ^  ^^^^Z  y^^^       Qiieen  Ifalel^  and 
^        ^  born  at  IVincheJier  in  the  8th  Year 
^^^JM(      his  Father's  Reign,  "i^/z.  on  the 
ift  of  Odoher^  1207. 
His  Acceffion  to  the  Throne. 
When  he  was  about  9  Years  of  Age,  t;/2, 
in  the  Yeari2i6j  hefucceeded  his  Father,  not- 

withftanding 
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withftanding  Eleanor^  the  Sifter  of  Prince  y/r- 
thur^  was  then  Uving,  and  was  firft  crowned 
at  Gloucejlcr^  on  the  28th  Day  of  OHohcr ;  and 
on  the  17th  of  May^  1219,  was  again  crowned 
at  JVeJiminJier, 

His  Education, 

During  his  Minority,  the  Adminiftration  of 
the  Government  was  given  to  lVillia?n  Mar^ 
Jlmll^  the  valiant  Earl  of  Pembroke^  who  a£led 
therein,  and  in  the  Capacity  of  Tutor  to  the 
young  Prince,  till  the  Year  1219,  at  which 
Time  he  died. 

Upon  his  Deceafe,  one  Peter  de  Rupibus^ 
then  Bifhop  of  IVincheJier^  fucceedcd  him  as 
Guardian  to  the  King,  and  Protedtor  of  the 
Kingdom. 

In  the  Year  1217,  that  is  to  fay,  two  Years 
before  his  firft  Tutor's  Deceafe,  feveral  of  the 
Englijh  Barons,  who  had  fworn  Allegiance  to 
Lfwis  the  then  Dauphin  of  France^  went  over 
taHcnry^  as  their  lawful  Sovereign,  in  Hopes 
of  prevailing  on  his  Youth  to  take  more  falti- 
tary  Meafures  than  his  Father  had  done  before 
him. 

•  in  the  mean  Time,  Lewis  and  his  Adherents 
marched  towards  London  with  an  Army  of 
20,000  Alen,  and  in  their  Way  took  Poflellion 
of  feveral  ftrong  Holds.  The  Caftle  of  Lin- 
coln^ however,  was  defended  againft  them  by 
a  Lady,  mmcd  Phi lippa^  a  Heroine,  of  whom 
Hiftory  has  taken  but  very  little  Notice,  with 
lb  much  Intrepidity  and  good  Succefs,  that, 

before 
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before  the  French  could  gain  any  Advantage, 
the  young  King's  Army  came  up  to  her  Re- 
lief ;  by  whom  they  were  totally  defeated. 

Lewts^  notwitbftanding  this  Difappointment, 
fent  for  more  Forces  out  of  France  ;  but  moft 
of  that  Reinforcement  happening  to  be  drown- 
ed in  their  Paflage,  he  was  reduced  to  the  Ne- 
cefEty  of  coming  to  a  Compromife,  and  of  pro- 
mifing,  upon  the  Receipt  of  15,000,  not  on- 
ly to  return  home,  but  to  reftore  thofe  Domi- 
nions in  France  which  belonged  to  the  EngUjh. 

Upon  this  Expulfion  of  Lewis^  the  young 
King  was  obliged  to  renew  upon  Oath  the 
great  Charter  which  had  been  given,  and 
broken  by  his  Father ;  and  to  grant  the  People 
fuch  other  Liberties  as  they  thought  requifite  to 
be  demanded. 

His  jirji  Military  Allien  after  his  coming  cf  Age. 

Having,  in  1227,  declared  himfelf  of  Age, 
he  foon  after  went  over  to  France ;  buf  return- 
ed without  Succefs,  to  the  Difgrace  of  his 
Arms  ;  and  bringing  back  with  him  feveral 
Foreigners,  whom  he  promoted,  the  Barons 
(highly  provoked  at  that  Affront,  and  fome 
others  of  the  like  Nature)  entered  into  a  Com- 
bination againfl:  him,  and  ventured  to  lay  their 
Grievances  before  him.  Inftead  of  liliening, 
however,  to  their  juft  Complaints,  as  he  ought 
to  have  done,  he  raifed  an  Army  of  Foreigners 
againft  them,  and  obliged  many  of  them  to 
fly  to  Leoline^  then  Prince  of  Wales. 

His 
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His  fecond  Military  Action, 
He  purfued  them  to  the  V/elJh  Borders,  it  is 
true  ;  but  returned  from  thence  with  no  more  ; 
Honour  than  what  he  had  grained  in  his  Fremh 

CD 

Expedition. 

Upon  this  Difappointmcnt,  a  Parliament 
being  called,  the  King  was  prevailed  on,  not 
only  to  be  reconciled  to  the  Barons,  but  to  re- 
ftorc  them  to  their  Honour,  and  remove  the 
Foreigners  from  his  Court, 

This  Reconciliation,  however,  was  but  of 
fhort  Continuance  ;  for  he  was  fo  weak  as  to 
carefs  his  favourite  Foreigners  again,  upon 
which  the  Barons  again  revolted. 

His  third  Military  ASlion. 

That  Storm  being  in  fomc  Meafurc  appcaf- 
cd,  he  undertook  another  Expedition  to  France j 
which  proved  as  fruitlefs  as  the  Former,  and 
,  was  attended  with  equal  Difgrace. 

His  fourth  Military  A^ion.  ( 

In  Hopes  of  making  himfelf  popular,  and 
with  a  profcilcd  Defign  to  deliver  the  Com- 
monality from  the  Oppreflion  of  the  Barons, 
who  acfted  as  Tyrants  over  them,  an  open  War 
was  begun  at  Home,  and  a  decifivc  Battle  was 
fought  near  Lewes  in  SuJJex^  in  which  the 
King's  Army  was  totally  defeated  ;  and  him- 
felf, his  Sen,  his  Brother,  then  King  of  the 
Romans^  who  came  to  his  Aid  and  Affiftance, 
and  divers  other  illuftrious  Perfonages,  were 
taken  Prifoners. 

Prince 
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Prince  Edward,  however,  fome  Time  after- 
.  wards,  making  his  Efcapc  from  his  Keepers, 
iiiid  joining  fomc  Forces  with  the  Earl  of  GIoU" 
cejlcr,  they  marched  againft  the  Earl  of  Leioejier^ 
the  Barons  Pro tcdtor,  defeated,  and  flew  him  ; 
upon  v/hich,  the  King  was  happily  fet  at  Liber- 
^ty,  'dnd  Leice/krs  Adherents  were  by  Parlia- 
ment attainted.  Peace,  however,  was  not 
perfectly  reftored  till  Prince  Edward j  with  ma- 
ny Others  undertook  the  Croifade^  and  went  to 
the  Holy  Land, 

His  weak  Avftions,  and  Extortions. 

1.  In  the  Year  1227,  at  which  Time  the 
young  Prince  declared  himfelf  of  Age,  he  can- 
celled, not  only  the  Great  Charter,  but  the 
-Charter  of  the  Foreji,  which  in  his  Minority 
he  had  confirmed. 

2.  Upon  the  fecond  Revolt  of  the  Barons^ 
,  he  drove  a  great  Number  of  them  into  Exile, 

and  feized  the  rich  EfFefts  and  Eftates  of  as 
jxiany  more. 

3.  At  the  Recommendation  of  the  Pope,  to 
whom  he  as  tamely  fubmitted  as  his  Father,  he 
tinjuftly  and  rigoroufly  depreft  the  Englijh  Cler- 
gy, and  conferred  the  moft  valuable  Benefices 
upon  Strangers. 

4.  Upon  his  laft  Return  from  France,  almoft 
pennilefs,  and  in  Difgrace,  he  extorted  an  im- 
menfe  Sum  of  Money  from  the  ^ews,  which 
he  fquandered  away  as  idly,  as  he  raifed  it  un- 
Juftly, 

5.  He 
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5.  He  attempted  to  lay  hold  of  the  Ecclefi- 
aftical  Revenues,  but  upon  the  Pope's  Me- 
naces, to  whom  he  again  fubmittcd,  a  Recon- 
.ciliation  eilfued. 

His  Marriage. 

He  inter-married,  in  the  Year  1 236,  with  the 
Lady  Eleanor^  Tecond  Daughter  to  Raymtndy 
Earl  of  Provence. 

His  IJfue  Male. 

By  this  Queen  he  had  fix  Son?,  four  of 
whom,  namely,  Richard^  John^  IFiliiam^  and 
Henry ^  who  died  in  their  Childhood,  Edward^ 
his  Succcllbr,  and  Edmund^  the  titular  King 
of  Scots. 

His  IJfue  Female. 

1.  Margaret^  who  inter-marricd  with -/^/^a*- 
ander^  King  of  the  Scots. 

2.  Katharine y  who  died  young.  And, 

3.  Beatrice^  who  inter-married  with  John^ 
the  firft  Duke  of  Britany. 

Note,  It  is  generally  allowed,  that  he  had  no 
natural  Children. 
Remarkable  Occurrences  in  this  Reign. 

1.  In  the  7th  Year  of  his  Reign,  there  ap- 
peared 5  Suns  at  one  T'ime. 

2.  At  one  Time  in  his  Reign,  there  was  fo 
great  a  Famine,  that  the  People  were  re- 
duced to  the  Neceility,  not  only  of  eating 
unclean  Animals,   but  the  very  Bark  of 

.  Trees.  ,  In  London  only,  2C,C00  are  faid  to 
be  ftarved  to  Death. 

3.  At 
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3.  At  another  Time,  the  Sea  did  not  flow  to 
its  ufual  Height  for  5  Days  fucceffively. 

4.  In  his  loth  Year,  he  granted  the  Citizens 
of  London  Licence  to  hunt  within  a  certain 
Diftance,  and  to  pafs  Toll-free  through- 
out England, 

5.  In  his  15th  Year,  there  was  one  conti- 
nued Thunder,  which  lafted  about  a  Fort- 
night. 

6.  In  his  30th  Year,  he  enlarged,  and  re- 
built the  Church  of  St.  Peter  at  lVeJ]?nin- 

Jkr. 

7.  In  his  53d  Year,  the  Thames  was  frozen 
from  St.  Andrew's  Day  to  Candle?nnfs. 

8.  And  laftly,  in  his  55th  Year,  Bozv-Steeple 
fell  down,  and  did  a  great  deal  of  Damage, 

His  Death  <7^^  Burial. 
In  the"\  ear  1272,  King  Henry  A\tA.y  in  the 
65th  Year  of  his  Age,  having  reigned  56 
Years,  and  20  Days. 

Note.  This  was  the  longeft  of  all  the  Reigns 
in  the  Hiftoryof  England, 
He  was  buried  on  the  12th  o{  November  in 
Wejiminjler  Abbey,    where  his  magnificent 
Monument  is  ftill  to  be  feen  almoft  entire, 
which  wasercftedby  his  Son,  Edward  I.  near 
that  of  Edward^  the  Confejfor, 
His  Char  a  SI  er,. 
I    He  was  a  Man  of  no  bright  Parts,  fickle 
and  unconftant ;  greedy  of  Money,   and  yet 
profufcj  an  Extortioner,  and  yet  little  better 
for  the  immtnfe  Sums  that  he  levied.    He  ne- 
K  ver 
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ver  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  any  heroic  Adion. 
He  was  Praife- worthy,  however,  for  his  Cle- 
mency and  Beneficence  j  and  for  his  generous 
Contempt  of  all  private  and  illicit  Amours* 


Edwai^d 


Edward  1.  fumamed  Long-{h^,nks^  Lord  of 
Ireland,  ami  Duke  of  Aquitaine, 
King  of  England.    From  1272  to  1307. 


Hu  Character,  in  memorial  Verfes. 

Far  djjiant^  when  acknovjledg'd^  Edward  came^ 
Affwid theCrown^  and ruVd zvith matchlcfsFmie  \ . 
VVelOi,  Scotch  he  conquer  d  \  made  and  unmade 
Kinf^s ; 

Reform' d  the  Law,  and  dipt  the  Clergy's  Jf  "ings. 
K  2 


EDWARD  I.  furnamed  Longjlmnksy 
Lord  of  Ireland^  and  Duke  of 
Aquitahie^  XXIXth  King  of  Eng- 
land. 

His  COTEMPORARIES. 


Popes. 

Gregory  X,  127 1. 

Innocent  V.  i  276. 

Adrian  V.  1 2  *b. 

7^/'// XXI.  1276. 

Nicholas  III.  1277. 

Martin  TV,  1281. 

Honor ius  IV.  1285. 

A7^/W^j  IV.  1288. 

CeUjIin  V.  '294. 

Boniface  VIII.  1294. 

Benccfi^f  IX,  1 3 <^ 3 • 


Clement  V.  1 305* 
Emperors  of  the  A'<7//. 
Alicbael  VIII.  1259. 
yindronicus  II.  1283. 
Emperors  of  the  //^{//. 
Frederic  II.  1212. 
Rodolpkus  I.  1273. 
y///;?/.  of  Najfau,  1 2g  I . 
Albert  \.  1298. 

Kings  of  France, 
Philip  III.  1270. 
Pyf'//^  IV.  12H5. 


///J  Birth  ^w^'/  Parentage, 

F¥){C^kHIS  Prince  was  the  eldefr  Son  of 
)j(  ^  ^  King  Henry  III.  by  his  Wife 
)}(  .  )^  wdr  of  Provence^  and  was  born  at 
// iy^/zi/'T/Zt^r  on  the  17th  ofjune^  in 
.the Year  1239.  He  was  likewifc 
ftilcd  Lord  of  Ireland^  and  Duke  of  J^uitaine. 

Hi^ 


ED  W  A  R  D.  1.  117 

His  Proclamation. 
Notvvitjiftanding,  at  the  Deceafeof  his  Fa- 
ther in  the  Year  1272,  he  was  in  the  Holy 
Land ;   and  notwithftanding  the  MIniftry  in 
England  knew  not  whether  he  was  living  or 
not ;  yet  they  proclaimed  him  King,  and  pro- 
per Perfons  were  chofen  for  the  Adminiftration 
of  all  public  Affairs  during  his  Abfence. 
liis  Coronation, 
Having  received  News  of  his  Father's  Death, 
'  whilft  he  was  in  Sicily^  on  his  Return  home,  in 
the  Year  1273,  he  went  direftly  from  thence 
to  France.  Havin<r  done  Homaoe  there  to  the 
French  King  for  the  Lands  holden  of  him,  he. 
haftened  1.0  England^  and  arrived  fafe  there  in,  v 
"July  1274  ;  and  on  the  19th  of  Augnjl  then 
next  enl'uing^  he  v/as  crowned  with  his  Queen 
Eleanor  at  Wejlminjler^  v/ith  great  Pomp  and 
Solemnity. 

His  Tranfadlions  at  Home,, 
.His  lirft  Care  was  to  raife  Money,  the  Ex- 
\  chequer  being  perfectly  exhaufted  through  the  ^ 
.  Profufion  of  the  preceding  Reign.    In  order 
thereto,  about  the  Year  1275  ^ 

1.  He  laid  feveral  heavy  Impofitions  upon 
the  Clergy,  and  deprived  feveral  of  the  Monaf- 
teries  of  their  Privileses. 

2.  In  1276,  he  pi*ocured  the  firfl  Statute  of 
Mcriinain  to  be  enacted. 

3.  In  1277,  he  brought  Wales  under  a  very 
heavy  Tribute. 

4.  He  ,  • 
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4.  He  banifhed  the  Jews  to  the  Number  of 
about  15,000,  and  feized  upon  all  their  KfFedls. 

5.  Fniding  his  Miniftry  and  Judges  guilty  or 
grofs  Corruption,  in  1289  he  difpl:;ccd  molt  ot 
them,  and  iined  them  in  large  Sums. 

His  uumlike  Exploits  Abroad. 

1.  In  1284,  he  quarrelled  with  Lcoline^  then 
Prince  of  TValeSy  and  having  (lain  him  in  Bat- 
tle, he  ordered  his  Head  to  be  cut  off,  and  cx- 
pofed  to  public  View  in  the  Tower  of  Londoyj^ 
for  having  rupportcdthedifalFedtcd^Tj^Z/y??,  and 
given  Afliflance  to  the  King  of  itcotland.  Soon 
afterguards  his  Brother  David  being' taken,  K. 
Edivard  ordered  him  to  be  executed  as  a  com- 
mon Malefactor. 

2.  The  Line  of  Britijh  Princes  ending  in 
Davidy  Edward  foon  after  caufcd  his  (^een, 
who  was  then  bi:r  with  Child,  to  and  bede- 
livered  in  the  Caltleof  Caernarvon^  and  declar- 
ed thi^Son,  who  was  then  born  of  her.  Prince 
of  ff^ales,  who  wns  the  firil  that  enjoyed  that 
Title,  as  being  a  Native  of  the  Country  :  And 
from  that  Time  to  this,  the  Title  of  Prince  of 
l^Fales  has  been  always  borne  by  die  cldeftSons 
of  the  Kings  of  England, 

3.  In  1296,  he  entered  into  his  firft  War 
againlt  the  Scots.  In  this  he  gained  great  Hon- 
our, and  carried  the  Englijh  Army  farther  into 
that  Country-  than  they  ever  penetrated  before 
or  fince,  except  under  the  Dlikd  of  Curnher^ 
landy  when  he  quelled  the  late  RdbelKon.  In 
this  Engagement  he  killed  40,000  Scots^  and 

took 
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took  the  three  following  important  Places, 
namely  Berwick^  Dunbar ^  and  Edinburgh^ 

4.  In  1298,  he  obtained  another  fignal  Vic- 
tory over  the  Scots ^  and  killed  no  iefs  than 
40,000  of  them. 

5.  In  1300,  he  marched  a  third  Time  againft 
the  Scots ;  but  they  putting  themfelves  under 
the  Protection  of  the  Pope,  in  1302,  they  gain- 
ed an  Advantage  over  the  King's  Army. 

6.  In  the  Year  1303,  how^ever,  Edward 
made  a  fourth  Expedition  into  Scotland ;  and  in 
1304,  obliged  their  Nobility  to  fuhmit  to  his 
fuperior  Power  ;  and  Sir  William  Wallace^  be- 
ing the  principal  Promoter  of  that  Infurredti- 
on,  was  tried  by  the  Englijl)  Laws  in  1305, 
condemned,  and  executed  as  a  Traitor. 

7.  In  1306,  upon  a  frefh  Rebellion  of  the 
Scots^  King  Edtvard  fent  an  Army  into  Scot- 
land^ and  took  feveral  of  their  Nobles  Prifon- 
ers. 

His  Marriages, 
I.  He  firft  inter-married  with  Eleanor^  the 
Daughter  of  Ferdinandoy  the  Illd  King  of 
Spain. 

His  IJfue  Male  by  that  Venter. 
I.  Johny  2.  Henry ^  and  3d  Alphonfo  \  but 
they  all  died  young.  His  4th  Son  v^zs  Edward^ 
afterwards  King  Edward  II. 

His  IJfue  Female  by  the ^aine  Venter, 
By  her  he  had  nine  Daughters,  likewife,  two 
of  whom  died  in  their  Infancy.    The  Names 

of 
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of  the  other  ieven  were  Eleanor,  Joan^  Mar--  \ 
garety  Alice^  Beatrix^  Mary^  and  Elizabeth.  j 
2.  In  the  Year  1 30Q,  he  inter-married  with  | 
A4argarety  the  French  King's  Sifter,  by  whom 
he  had  two  Sons  ^^'2;.  Tlyomas^  afterwards  Earl 
of  Ncrfolky  and  Edmundy  afterwards  Earl  of 
Kent ;  and  one  Daughter,  named  Eleanor. 
Remarkable  Occurrences  in  this  Reign. 

1.  In  the  2d  Year  of  his  Reign,  there  was  a 
prodigious  Rot  among  the  Sheep,  which  conti- 
nued to  make  dreadful  Havock  for  five  and 
twenty  Years  without  IntermiiTion. 

2.  In  his  15th  Year^  Wheat  fold  for  31. 
4  d.  pef  Quarter  ;  and  the  next  Year  rofe  tp.i 

6  J.  per  Buflicl,  or  12  J.  per  Quarter,  and  fo 
continued  rifmir  till  it  amounted  at  laft  to  One 
I^oui^d  per  Quarter. 

3.  In  his  2ift  Year,  a  great  Part  of  the 
Town  oi  Cambridge  was  reduced  to  Ruins  by 
Fife*. 

4.  In  his  27th  Year,  his  own  Palace  at 
JVeJlminJler^  and  the  Monaftcry  thereto  ad- 
joining, were  deftroyed  by  Fire  alfo. 

5.  Towards  the  Clofe  of  his  Reign,  Provifi- 
ons  were  fo  remarkably  cheap,  that  a  fat  Cock 
was  fold  for  three  Half-pence,  and  two  Pullets 
for  the  fame  Money. 

'         His  Death  and  Burial. 
In  the  Year  1 307,  he  was  feized  with  a  Dy- 
fentery,  at  Burg/?  upon  Savds^  in  his  laft  Expe- 
dition to  Scotland^  in  the  68th  Year  of  his  A^e, 
and  in  the  35th  Year  of  his  Reign,  of  which 
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Diftemper  he  died,  and  was  interred  oh  the  ^tVi 
of  July^  then  next  following,  at  the  Head  of 
his  Father's  Monument,  in  the  Chapel  of  ^i- 
ward  the  Confeffor^  mWeJiminJler- Abbey. 
His  Ghara^er, 
He  was  extremely  well  ftiaped,  and  almoft 
an  Head  taller  than  the  Generality  of  Men. 
He  would  have  been  perfedl  in  his  Form,  had 
his  Legs,  which  were  a  little  too  long,  been 
proportioned  to  the  Reft  of  his  Body.  Upon 
this  Account  the  Surname  of  Loitg^Jhanks  was 
given  him. 

He  had  the  Honour,  and  not  without  Juftice, 
of  being  called  the  Englljh  Jujiinianj  on  Ac- 
count of  the  fignal  Services  which  he  did  to  our 
Laws :  For  more  Afts,  in  regard  to  the  Good 
of  the  Subjedls,  pafled  in  his  Reign  than  in 
any  of  his  Predeceflbrs.  He  reduced,  likewife, 
the  Laws  into  a  Syftem,  or  Body  j  whereas,  be- 
fore, they  were  difperfed,  and  known  but  to  a. 
very  Few. 

In  fliort,  he  was  an  excellent  King,  an  in- 
dulgent Father,  a  formidable  Enemy,  and  an 
intrepid  General.  He  was  remarkable  for  his 
Chaltity,  Juftice,  Prudence  and  Moderation. 

His  AfFedtion  for  the  Holy  Land  was  fo  great, 
that  he  gave  Orders  for  the  carrying  of  his 
Heart  thither,  after  his  Deceafe,  and  left 
32,000  Pounds  Sterling,  for  the  Holy  Sepul- 
chre. 

And,  laftly,  in  his  expiring  Moments,  he 
L  ex- 
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hortcd  the  King,  hU  Son,  "to  continue  the 
War  with  Scotlmd ;  and  added  the  following 
remarkable  Charge  ;  Let  my  Bones  be  car- 
ried before  you^  for  I  am  certain,  the  Rebels 
will  never  care  to  fland  the  Sight  of  them." 


Edward 


Edward  II.    Or  Edward  of  Caernarvorr, 
Lord  of  Ireland,  ,^//^/  Duke  of  Aquitaine,; 
a}:dthe  XXXth  ICi?}g  of  EngXuwi^  from  I  3c 7 
t0  1^2^. 


His  Character,  in  memorial  Verfes. 

Of  Perfon  comely^  hut  of  Genius  rnean^ 
Opposed  by  Fa5iron^  and  a  faithicf  j^wcn  ; 
For  Crimes  of  Favorites-  harrajVd  and  dethron  d ;' 
Opprefs'd by  Murd'fers  p^^r  Caernarvon  groan  cL" 


Edward  II.  or  Edward  of  Caer- 

«.'   

NARvoN,  Lord  ^?/7reland,  andDukc 
of  Aquitaine,  the  XXXrii  Kifig  of 
England. 

His  COTEMPORARIES. 


Popes. 
Clement  \ .  1305. 
"JohnXYAl.  1 316. 
Emperor  of  the  Eajl, 
Andronicus  II .  1 2  7  8 . 
Emperors  of  the  If  ejl. 
Albert  h  1278. 


Henry  \U.  1308. 

Frederic  III.  1 31 4. 

Kina;^  of  Frdnce. 

PhiJlip^lV.  1285. 

Lnuis  X.  13I4* 

Philip  V.  1 316. 

Charles  IV.  1322. 


//;;  Birth  and  Parentage. 

«^)e(>^"^HIS  Prince  was  the  third  Son  of 
■^igt^  ^  YsJxng  Edward \.  hx  QnQzn  Eleanor 
)e(  ^  ^  of  Cajiile,  his  firft'Witc.  He  had 
^^)9(j^'  his  Surname  from  Caernarvon^  in 
North  fPaleSy  the  Place  where,  by 
particular  A  ppointment  of  his  Father,  the  Queen 
was  delivered  of  him  on  the  25th  of  Aprils  1 284. 
His  firjl  weak  Actions  at  Home. 

r.  He  broke  the  three  pofitive  Commands, 
rnjoined  him  by  his  Father's  WilL 

2.  He  recalled  Gavijion  from  Banifhment, 
and  gratified  him  with  30,00c/.  which  Sum 
*'as  intended  for  the  Hoh  IFar. 

3.  He 
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y  He  imprKoned  TValter  de  Langtony  Bifliop 
of  Chejier^f  then  Lord  Treafurer,  who  was  at 
the  Tii?ie  of  his  hieing  feizcd  very  bufily  em- 
ployed in  providing  for  his  Father's  Funeral. 

4.  No  fooner  was  that  Ceremony  performed, 
but  the  young  King  pafied  over,  with  his  fa- 
I'ourite  Gavcjim^  to  Bologne^  where  his  Nup-. 
tials  with  Ifabella^  Daughter  of  Philip  IV.  fur- 
tiamed  Le  Bcuy  King  of  France^  a  Lady  of  1 2 
Years  of  Age  only,  .were  folemnized  on  the 
9;8th  of  yanuary  1307,  and  graced  with  the 
Prefencc  of  four  Kings  and  three  Qrieeps. 
Their  Coronation  m  BnglancL 

No  fooner  were  thcfe  Nuptials  thus  confum- 
mated,  but  he  and  his  Queen  srrived  fafely  in 
Bngland)  in  the  Month  of  February  then  next 
following,  and  both  were,  on  the  24th  Day 
of  the  fame  Month,  crowned  at  Wejiminjler 
by  Henry ^  then  Bifhop  of  IVincheJler^  with  great 
Pomp  and  Solemnity. 

His  military  Tranfacftions  both  at  Heme  a.nd 
Abroad. 

1.  Having,  in  the  Year  1 310,  recalled  G^- 
vejion  from  Baniftiment,  and  by  that  imprudeiit 
and  partial  Aftion,  given  high  Difguft  to  all 
the  Nobility  in  general,  they,  in  the  Year 
131 15  entered  into  Confpiracy  againft  him; 
whereupon  the  King  planted  Gaveftoft'm  Scar- 
borough-CoJile^  and  furniflied  him  wnth  the  beft 
Forces  he  could  raife  for  his  Defence. 

2.  In  the  Year  1312,  the  Nobility  befieged 
Gdvejion  in  that  {trong  Holdj  and  fooH  after 

h%  took 


took  bim  i.inid.notwiihftanding  all  the  King's 
'Entreaties  for  his  Life,  they  bchcad;:d  him  at 

3.  The  Barons^  after  this,  proceeded  with 
a  large  Force  to  Dunjjable^  in  their  Way  to 
Lonchn ;  but  a  Reconciiiation  cnfucd  ;  and  by 
the  Mediation  of  the  Queen,   the  Bifhops, 

c,  he  granted  a  general  Pardon  to  all  thofc 
^'ho  were  inftrumental  in  the  Decapitation  of 
hi3  darling  Courtier. 

'  4.  In  the  Year  1 313,  he  entered  into  a  War 
with  the  ^cots  \  but  the  King  and  the  Army 
v/ere  at  length  defeated  at  Sterlvig^  in  the  Year 
T314.  In  the  Year  1318,  the  5^^/^  took  Ber^ 
ibid  y  and  in  the  Year  following,  the  King 
entered  into  a  Truce  with  them  for  two  Years. 

5.  In  the  Year  132c,  the  King,  having  en- 
couraged the  two  Spencers^  Father  and  Son,  as 
fanguinely  as  he  had  done  Qavcjion  before, 
and  finding  that  he  had  thereby  not  only  given 
^reat  Dilguft  to  his  Noble?,  but  to  the  Qiieen 
likewife,  he  commenced  a  War  with  the  Lords, 
in  the  Year  J  321,  and  reverfed  theBanrlhnient 
of  the  Spnicers. 

6.  In  the  Year  1324,  the  Qiieen,  being 
difobliged  by  the  Spencasy  took  Part  with  the 
Lords  againft  the  King  j  and  afterwards  going 
into  France y  and  raifmg  an  Army  there,  ftie 
returned  to  England  in  the  Year  1326  :  And  in 
the  Month  of  Septe?nhery  landing  in  EJfeXy  fhe 
dfove  the  King  into  IValeSy  and  took  the  elder 
Spencer  at  Brijlol^  where  flie  hanged  him  up 

dircdiy. 
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direiSlly.  Soon  after,  finding  the  King  con- 
cealed with  the  younger  Spencer  in  TVales^  flie 
took  therh  Both  ;  and  spencer  was  hanged  and 
quartered  without  any^ formal  Trial.  '\ 
•  In  the  Year  1327,  theQ^ieen,  returning  to 
London  with  her  Son  Edward:^  a  Parliament 
'was  caviled  in  the  King  and  Queen's  Name, 
where  fix  Articles  were  drawn  up  againft 
him  for  Mai- Adminiftration. 

Thefe  Articles  were  fent  to  the  King  by  the 
Nobility,  who,  by  their  Deputies,  renounced 
all  Feaky  and  Homage  to  him. 
^  They,  moreover,  made  Choice  of  the  yotmg 
-Prince  for  their  King,  declarins:  the  Father  in- 
capable of  fitting  at  the  Helm  of  Government; 
and,  in  a  Word,  depofed  him,  and  obliged 
^him  to  make  a  formal-Refio-nation  of  the  Grown 
ta  his  Son. 

After  t-hhs,  he  was  treated  "by  his  Confort, 
•and  her  Adherents,  with  all  the '  Marks  of  Ig« 
nominy  and  Contempt ;  and  when  they  Ima- 
gined they  had  fufficiently  mortified  himV  he  - 
was  conveyed  to  Berkley- cajile^  and  from  thende 
to  Corfe-cajile^  where  he  continued  confined  to 
the  Hour  of  his  untimely  Death. 
His  Marriage,  and  Ifl'ue  Male  jand  Female. 

His  Wife  (as  we  have  hinted  before) -H\"as 
Ifabel^  the  Daughter  of  Philip  IV.  King  of 
France^  who  lived  his  Queen  20  Y'ears,  and 
his  Widow  30.    By  her  he  had  the  following 
>iilue : 

L  4  I.  Ed- 
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jL..j^(hvaf-d^  his  cWeft  Son,  who  \fas  hy 
immediate  SyccelTor. 

2.  yoh/:^  furnamcd  of  Ekhaniy  and  afur- 
wards  Earl  of  Cornwall,  who  died  unmarried. 

3.  his  Daughter,  who  intermarried  ^ 
with  David^  Prince  of  Scotland.  And, 

3.  EUanor^  who  was  the  fecond  Wife  of 
ReyioLd^  the  fecond  Earl  oiGeldres. 
Kemarkahle  Occurrences  \n  this  King^ s  Reign, 

1.  The  greatefl  Earthquake  that  had  ever  been 
icLt  in  England, 

2.  In  Ijis  8th  Year,  there  was  fo  great  a  Fa- 
y  jfiini^y  rbat  Criminals  in  Prifon  ar-c  reported 

ta  have  torne  i/i  Pieces  thofe  that  were  frefli 
■     :      m,  and  eat  them  half  alive. 

^^'?S^£     St.  PauFs^  fome  Tiqic  in 
iame  Reign,  the  Heads;  of  abeve  100 
Oxen  were  thrown  up,  from  wheijce  it  w.'>6 
cop.cjuded,  by  fome  Antiquaries,  that  the 
'i\u^k  of  DiavM  laad  formerly  flood  in  the 
_  jPlace  wtich  is  now  occupied  by  that  Ca- 

thedraj.  And, 
4.  TKe  Order  of  Knights-Templars ^  being  3C- 
,  <.\\\c^  (4  li^^  moH  enormous  Crimes,  wer€ 
fupprcflcd,  about  the  fame  Time,  all  over 
'EH}'(^e\  by  a  general  Agreement  among  the 
Chriiliait  Princes. 

His  Death  and  Burial. 
1    Re  )iM  not  been  in  Corfe-caJlU  \o\\z.x  befoic 
iorne  Aflaffins  covered  him  with  a  Heap  of 
Fcruher-beds ;  and  at  the  fame  Time,  run  a 
hqt  Ijoji  up  hi>  Fundan^ent  through  a  Pipe, 

that 
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,Jiiatthcre  might  be  no  external  Mark  of  an  un- 
natural Death.  This  inhuman  Murder  was 
.committed  in  the  43d  Year  of  his  Age,  when 
he  had  reigned  fomewhat  above  19  Years"  and 
an  Half.  There  is  a  Monument  for  him  in 
the  Cathedral  of  Gloucejler^  but  without  any 
Infcription.  It  was  eredled  by  his  Son  Ed- 
ward the  llld,  and  feems  a  curious  Piece  of 
Gothic  Woikmanfhip. 

Memorandum, 
The  two  wicked  and  inhuman  Aflaffins,  v/ho 
carried  into  Execution  the  hellifti  Contrivance 
of  one  Adam  de  Orreton^  then  Bifliop  of  Here- 
ford  2Lni  (as  was  fuppofed)  with  the  Conni- 
vance of  the  Queen,  in  Expeftation  of  a  large 
Reward,  were  his  two  Keepers,  Maltravers 
and  Gourn^ ;  but  the  Queen  and  Bifliop  dis- 
avowing the  Faft,  they  both  were  obliged  to 
fly  beyond- fca  :  Gourtity  into  France^  where 
about  three  Years  afterwards  he  was  taken,  and 
beheaded  at  Sea,  in  his  Return  for  England 
and  Maliravers  into  Germany^  where  he  had 
the  Grace  to  repent"^  bCit  lived  ever  after  in 
fuch  a  miferable  Manner,  that  he  flood  in 
Want  even  of  the  common  NeCeflaries  of 
Life. 

His  Charader. 
As  to  his  Perfon,  he  was  exceedingly  hand- 
fome  and  well-fhaped;  and  his  Air  was  fo 
majeftic,  that  wherever  he  went,   he  com- 
?niauded  Refpedl)  but  as  to  his  Qualities,  he 

was 
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no  Soldier,  no  Politician,  nor  any  Way 
zealous  for  the  Good  of  his  Country  :  He  had 
neither  Genius  to  concert,  nor  Rcfolution 
fufEcient  to  go  through  with  any  Undertaking 
yf  Importance. 


^Edward  III.  on  Edward  of  Windsor, 
the  XXXIil:  King  of  England  and  Fiance, 
and  Lord  of  Ireland,  from  1^27  to  1377. 


i^/j  Character,     memorial  Verfes. 

Triumphant  Edward,  the  Black  Prince'j  S'/V^, 
In  Peace ^  in  JVar^  we  honour  and  adtnire ; 
France  conquer  dy  Scots  fuLdu  dj  preferve  his 
Name  ; 

£ut  his  JaJi  Days  ecUps'd  his  former  Fame. 


EpwARD  III.  or  Edward  of  Wind- 
sor, the  XXXIft  King  of  Engbnd 
and  France^  and  Lord  of  Ireland. 

jWj  COTEMPORARIES. 


Popes. 
CUmentY.  1305. 
7^iv;XXir.  1 316. 
Kmperor  of  the  Eafl, 
A ndrontcus  II,  1278. 
Knaperors  of  the  K^ejh 
Mertl.  1278. 


Henry  VII.  ijcS. 

Fredericlll,  I314«. 

Kincrs  of  France. 

PhillfiV.  1285. 

Lewis  X,  ^3H' 

PhilipW.  1316. 

Charles  IV.  1 3^2. 


///J  Birth  <7;7^  ParentJlge. 

)^3e^^HIS  heroic  Prince  was  the  drlcft 
}^  ^  ^552^  Son  of  King  Edward  II.  and  Ifu~ 
^  )^  id  his  Royal  C©nfort.  He  v/a> 
JVindjor-cajUe^  from  whence' 
he  derived  his  Surname,  on  the  13th 
of  Uovaiiher  1 312  ill  the  6th  Year  of  his  Fa- 
ther's Reign. 

His  AccefJion  io  the  Throne. 
Soon  after  his  Return  from  France^  where 
he  had  been  to  do  Homage  to  that  King  for  the 
Lands  he  had  either  had,  or  ought  to  have  held 
ill  that  Kingdom,  he  was  iinanimoufly  eledled 
Cujics  of  England^  his  Father  being,  at  that 
Time^  fled  \\\Kj^JVales\  and  not  long  after  fol- 
lowed his  Father'*  Rcfignation,  and  his  ov/u 

Corona- 
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Coronation,  which  was  performed  at  Wejlmin- 
y?<fronthe  ift  of  February  1327,  in  the  15th 
Year  of  his  Age,  not  at  the  Death,  but  oa 
the  Depofition  of  his  Father,  as  above  re- 
lated. 

His  Education. 

The  then  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury  and  1 1 
others  of  the  Nobility  were  appointed  Guardi- 
ans to  the  young  King ;  but  the  Queen  and  her 
Minion  Morti?ner  took  upon  themfelv^s  the 
Adminiftration  of  the  Government. 

His  Marriage, 

In  the  Year  1328,  he  intermarried  with.. 
P.hilippa  fthe  3d  Daughter  of  William  Earl  of 
Hanault)   who  was  crowned  at  IVeJlminJlcr 
foon  after. 

His  remarkabhTx2Ln{z.di\ovi^  both  at  Home  and 
Abroad. 

I.  This  Prince,  on  his  attaining  to  the  1 8th 
Year  of  his  Age,  called  a  Parliament,  where- 
in he  totally  fupprefied  the  Power  of  his  Mo- 
ther and  Mortimer ;  by  which  Means,  the 
Queen  was  reduced  from  her  former  large  Pof- 
I  feffions  to  the  Maintenance  only  of  looc/.  per 
\  Annum  ;  and  the  Latter,  being  accufed  of  the 
late  King's  Death ;  of  the  diflionourable  Peace 
with  the  Scots ;  of  waifting  the  Treafure  of  the 
Kingdom ;  and  laftly  of  being  too  familiar  with 
the  Queen,  for  which  he  was  condemned  ;  and 
was  fent  up  to  London^  and  hanged  at  the  Elms 
in  Smithfield, 

2.  In 
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2.  In  the  Year  1333,  King  £^x(;^r^/ defeat- 
ed the  Sdots^  and  took  Berioick. 

3.  In  1338,  he  entered  into  a  War  with 

and  in  the  Year  following  invaded 

4.  In  1 341,  he  quartered  the  Arms  of  En- 
gland  with  thofe  of  France  ;  and  aflumcd  the 
Morto  D'teu  e.t  mon  Droit,  The  fame  Year  he 
obtained,  in  Perfon,  a  complete  Vi6tory  over 
the  French  at  Sea  ;  tcolc  and  funic  all  their 
Ships  ;  and  killed  no  lefs  than  30,000  Men. 
After  that,  he  entered  France  with  an  Army ; 
but  a  Truce  was  concluded  thereupon  for  12 
Months,  and  afterwards  for  three  Years. 

5.  In  1 344,  King  Edward  rcflorcd  the  Cere- 
mony (^'Kmg  Arthur^  Round-table;  in  Imi- 
tation whereof,  he  erev5led  a  Table  of  200  Feet 
Diameter  at  iVlndjor, 

6.  In  1345,  the  King  obtained  another  com- 
plete Vjcftory  over  the  French  ?it  CreJj'y\  amongft 
whom  were  flain  the  King's  Brother,  the  PC 

of  Bohemia^  and  15  P/inces  of  the  bcft 
ty  in  that  Kingdom  :  And  in  all,  the  Nur. 
amounted  to  no  lefs  than  30,000. 

7.  In  1349,  heinftituced  the  Order  of  the 
Garter. 

8*  In  the  fame  Year,  he  obtained  a  glorious 
Vkftory  over  the  Spaniards, 

9.  In  the  Year  1355,  he  renewed  the  War 
with  France, 

10.  In  13565  his  Son,  the  Black  Prince^ 
obtained  a  great  Vi*5tory  over  the  Fre7ich  'zc 

Poi^Uers , 
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PaiSiters'^  in  -wh^ichjohn^  the  thtn  French  K^xngy 
and  his  Son  Philip  were  taken  Pnloners.. 
.  11..  In  i'356,.the  Prince  made  his  triumphant 
Entry  into  London^  with  King  John  his  Pri-^ 
foner. 

12.  In  1359,  he  entered  France  again, 
marched  to  the  Walls  of  Paris^  arid  ravaged- 
the  whole  K^ingdbm  ;  but  in  1360,  on  Ac- 
count of  fome  Thoufands;  of  his  Men  and 
Horfes,  being  k  lied  by  a  Storm  of  Thunder 
and  L-ightning,  he  was  prevailed  on  to  hearken 
to  Terms  of  Peace. 

13.  In  136O5  by  Virtue  of  that  Treaty, 
King  John  was  fet  at  Liberty,  after  four  Years 
Impiifonment,  on  his  Payment  of  500,000 
Crowns  for  his  R^nfom. 

14.  In  1369,  the  War  with  Fr^^/^c^  was  again 
renewed.  ;  . 

15.  In  1 373^':  an  Army  of  30,000  Men,  un- 
der the  Command  of  the  Duke  of  Lancajler^ 
marched  through  France  from  Calais  to  Bour^ 
deaux^  and  ravaged  the  whole  Countrv. 

His  Iffue  Male  and  Female^  by  his  ^icen  Phi- 
lippa. 

1.  Edward  of  Woodjiock^  his  eldeft  Son, 
born  the  15th  oi  july^  ^  329. 

2.  William  of  Hatfield^  his  fecond  Son, 
born  in  the  Year  1335. 

3.  Lionel^  afterwards  Duke  of  Clarence y 
born  at  Antwerp^  on  the  29th  of  November^ 

1338. 

4.  John  of  Gaunt,  afterwards  Earl  of  Rich- 

mondj 


1 3&     Hifiory  fl/  ENG  LAND. 

mond^  and  Duke  of  Lancajiery  born  in  the 
Year  1 340. 

5.  Edmund  of  Langley^  afterwards  Earl  of 
Ca?nhridgey  and  Duke  of  Tork, 

6.  IVilliam  of  IVindfor^  who  died  young. 

7.  Thomas  of  IVoodJiock^  afterwards  Duke 
of  Glouccjfer, 

He  had  like  wife  five  Daughters,  namely, 
I.  IfabeL  2.  *Joan,  3.  Blanche. 

4.  iW^rj.    And,  5.  Margaret, 

Remarkable  Occurrences  in  this  Reign, 

1.  In  the  22d  Year  of  his  Reign,  a  dreadful 
Peftilcnce  arofc  in  the  Eaft  and  South  Parts 
'  f  the  World,  and  extended  itfeif  all  over 
Chriftendon?!.  In  London  only,  which  was 
then  fmall  in  Comparifon  to  its  prefent  State, 
no  lefs  than  57,374  Perfons  died  between 
the  I  ft  of  January  and  the  I  ft  of  July, 

2.  In  his  35th  Year,  another  Pcftilence  car- 
ried off"  Henry ^  Duke  of  Lancajier^  five  Bi- 
Ihops,  and  a  great  Number  of  other  Perfons 
of  Diftindlion. 

3^.  In  this  Reign,  there  was  a  hard  Froft,  that 
lafted  from  the  Middle  of  September  to  the 
Month  of  April. 

4.  In  his  iith  Year,  there  was  fuch  Plenty 
that  a  Quaiter  of  Wheat  was  fold  for  two^ 
Shillings,  a  fat  Ox  for  a  Noble,  a  fat  Sheep 
for  Six-pence,  a  fat  Goofe  for  Two-pence, 
.md  a  fat  Pig  for  a  Penny,  and  other  Provi- 
fions  in  Proportion;  but  in  his  27th  Year^ 
there  was  ^  great  a  Scarcity,  occafioned  by 

a 
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a  Drought,  which  lafted  from  the  End  of 

March  tiil  the  End  of  July, 

His  Death  and  Burial. 

This  great  Monarch,  having  conquered 
much,  and  loft  much,  was  called  out  of  this? 
World  at  laft,  in  a  Kind  of  Dotage,  to  the 
other,  after  he  had  reigned  50  Years,  four 
Months,  and  twenty-eight  Days,  and  lived 
above  64  Years. 

He  was  interred  in  JVeftminfler-Ahhey  ;  and 
there  is  a  very  fine  Monument  to  his  Memo- 
ry on  the  South- fide  of  Edivard  the  Confejfvr's 
Chapel  in  the  faid  Abbey.  It  is  compofed  of 
green  Marble  ;  and  the  King's  Effigy,  on  the 
Top,  is  of  Copper  gilt.  His  eldeft  Son,  the 
Black  Prince  J  has  llkewife  a  Monument  ft  111 
fubfifting  in  the  Cathedral  of  Canterbury. 
J^Tis  Chavafter. 

He  was  braVe^  wife,  enterprifing,  fteady, 
and  magnificent.  In  Perfon,  he  was  tall,* 
well-ftiaped,  and  of  fo  noble  an  Afpect, 
that  his  very  Lo(5ks  commanded  Veneration, 
He  was  affable,  humane,  obfervant  of  the 
Laws  and  Conftitution,  a  Lover  of  his  Sub- 
jects ;  and  in  fine,  juftly  deferved  the  Cha- 
rafter  of  an  honeft  Man,  and  a  great  Prince. 
He  behaved  religioufly,  without  too  greac 
Condefcenfion  to  the  Clergy  :  And,  'tis  pro- 
bable, no  Objeftion  would  have  been  made  to 
his  Piety,  had  it  not  been  for  his  illicit  Amours 
with  divers  Ladies,  but  more  particularly  witii 

M  hi>' 

I 
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Favourite  JUce  Piersy  with  whom  he  ftiewed 
hlmfclf  in  Public.  If  the  Charafiers,  how-- 
e^'er,  of  Princes  were  with  too  much  Striclnefs 
to  be  examined  on  this  Article,  how  Fewof 
them,  alas !  would  m«rit  the  Surname  of 
Pious ! 


Richard 


'Richard  11.  of  Bourdeaux,  the  XXXIId 
King  of  England.; France,  and  Lord  of 
Ireland.    From  1377 '^'^'13  9  9'- 


A7;.Qharacter5>V  mjemorlal  Verfe. 

Illchard,yr<jA;?  vaUai^i^re  ani  Qxandfre  fprung^ 
[Provfs  wea,k^  ^erv^xfe  mid  r,aj]:)  \  for  he  was  young- 
,Tct  brave ^  f  'om  Rebelpdl4M^find  his  T^hrone^  . 
S^ful  when  depos'dy  left  not  his  hf^  alon^  . 


Richard  IL  of  Bourdemix,  the 
XXXIId  King  of  England  and 
France^  and  Lord  of  IrelavJ* 


His  CoTEM 

Popes. 

Gregory  XL  1 370. 

UrbanVl.  1378. 

Bhjiface  IX.  1389. 
Emperors  of  the  Ea/i. 

Ji/mYl.  1355- 

EtnanuclW.  ^39i' 


PORARIES. 

Emperors  of  the  fFeJi, 

Charles  IV.  1347. 

lyenccJJaiiS  1378. 

Kings  of  France. 

Charles  V.  ^364- 

Charles  Y J,  1380. 


His  Birth  Parentage. 

;«^))^'^HIS  Prince  was  the  fecond,  but  on- 
^       yj^  \y  furviving  Child   ef  Edward^ 
)j(       )j(  Prince  of  IVales^  otherwife  called 
-^^^^^  Pr//2f^  by  J^^^w,  Goun- 
tcfs  of  Kent^  his  Wife.    He  was 
bom  at  Bour'deau^^  in  the  Year  1366* 
His  Education. 
This  Prince  had  not  fully  compJeated  hi 
5th  Year,  when  his  Grand- father,  King 
wardllL  upon  his  lail:  Expedition  into  France^ 
iji  the  Year  1372,  conftitiited  him,  by  Com- 
miflion,  ddjios  of  the  Kingdom,  and  his  Lreu- 
-tenaiu  dunng  his  Abfence,  in  which  Commif- 
kon  he  was  ftiied,  Richard^  Son  and  Heir-ap- 
parent 
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parent  of  Edward^  Prince  of  IValeSy  and  Aqul- 
taine,  b'c. 

In  the   Year    1376,  Edivard^  his  Fa- 
ther, dyings  he  was  thereon  created  Earl  of 
'Chejlerj  and  not  long  after  fucceeded  him  in 
the  Dukedom  of  Cornwall^  and  Principality  of 
JVales. 

In  13775  on  the  Feaft  of  St.  Georgey  he  had 
♦  the  Order  of  Knighthood  conferred  upon  him 
2X.  Windsor ^  by  King  ^^/z^/^ri  III.  his  Grand- 
father \  who  fettled  the  Crown  in  Parliament 
upon  this  Richard \  who  not  long  after,  at  the 
Age  of  n  Years,  was,  on  the  1 6th  of  "July^ 
1377,  crowned  at  Wejlminjler^  and  the  Ad- 
miniftration  of  Affairs  was  entrufted  to  the 
Hands  of  John^  Duke  of  Lancajler^  and  Ed- 
mondy  Earl  of  Cambridgey  his  Uncles,  and  di- 
vers others.  The  Tuition,  however,  and 
;Care  of  the  King's  Perfon  was  committed  to 
one  Guifcard  d^Angle^  or  Engohfme. 
His  remarkable  Tranfa£Hons,  both  at  HomQ  and 
Abroad. 

I-  In  1381.  By  his  levying  afevere  PoII- 
Tax,  there  was  an  Infurredlion  fomented  by 
fVat  Tyler^  who  plundered  the  City  of  London^ 
cut  off  the  Arch-bifhop's  and  Lord  Treafurer's 
Heads,  and  divers  others  j  but  being  killed  by 
William  Walworth^  then  Mayor  of  London^ 
with  a  Dagger,  in  S?nithjield^  thofe  Rebels 
were  fuppreffed  ;  and  from  this  Occurrence, 
'tis^faid,  that  the  Dagger  v/as  added,  to  the 
.City- arms. 

Wat 


'  Wa*/  Tyler,  killed  hy  William  Walworth,  then 
-Mayor  of  London,  in  Smithfield,  and  the  Injurrec- 

tion  by  him  foinentedy  thereupon  fupprejjcd. 


Trorh  vulgar  Tiuds  of(  Cii'il-  Dijcar^^  rife  y 
And  beJoLtion  thro"  a  City  fie  s:' 
Here  T)  kr  and  his  Mob  of  Wrongs  compluin^ 
jJht  ihz  Ai'oV  rebel  by  th^M^fx  is  fain. 
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.2.  In  1382,  on  the  14th  of  January^  the 
King  inter-married  with  the  Lady  Anne^  Daugh- 
ter to  the  late  Emperor  Charles  IV.  and  Sifter 

I  to  Wincejlaus^  King  of  Bohemia, 

\  3.  In  1385,  the  French  joining  with  the 
$CQts  againlt  the  EngUJh^  King  Richard  march- 
ed into  Scotland^  and  reduced  the  City  o{ Edin^ 
lurgh  to  Aflies  by  Fire. 

4.  The  Duke  of  Gloucejler^  and  his  Adhe- 
rents,  taking  up  Arms  againft  the  King  in  the 
Year  1387,  he  raifed  an  Army,  under  the 
Command  of  the  Duke  of  Ireland^  in  order  to 
oppofe  them,  but  the  King's  Forces  .were  de- 
feated. 

5.  In  13885  the  Confederate  Lords  tookPof- 
feffion  of  London^  feized  upon  the  Judges,  and 
compelled  the  Kiiig  to.  difcard  his  Minifters, 
and  call  a  Parliament ;  wherein  they  attainted 
the  Archbifhop  of  York^  the  Duke  of  Ireland^ 
the  Earl  of  Suffolk^  the  Chief  Juftice  TrejfiUan^ 
and  feveral  other  Perfons  of  Diftinftion.  They 
compelled  the  King,  moreover,  to  renew  his 
CoFonation-Oath,  and  pafs  an  A61  of  genqj  al 
Indemnity.  "     .  '     rj  f  ■  ^  - 

6.  In  1389, /the' King  'i^clareJ  Iiimfelf  of 
Age,  and  made  great  Alcerations.  in  his  Mi- 
ni ftry. 

.  .7.,'In  1392,  he  took  away  the  Privileges 
of  the  Citizens  of  London  ;  but^  on  t^eir  Sub- 
ziiiilTon  reftor.ed  .them  again.  , 
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8.  In  1394,  the  King  went  into  IrcIandziA 
fubdued  an  Infurredlion  that  was  raifed  there. 

g.  His  Queen,  Anmj  iy'mg  2iX.Sheent\  near 
Richmond^  in  Surry^  that  fame  Year,  in  1396, 
the  King  inter-married  with  Ifabel^  the  Daugh* 
ter  of  CharUs  tlie  Vlth  then  King  of  France  ; 
who  was  but  fevcn  Years  of  Age ;  and  there- 
upon a  Peace  was  concluded  for  30  Years, 

lo.  The  King  ordered  his  Uncle,  the  Duke 
of  Glotfcejler^  to  be  feized  and  imprifoned  at 
Calais  \  and'  it  was  currently  reported  that 
he  was  murdered  there. 
'  ti:  In  1397,  the  King  called  a  Parliament  j' 
in  which,  the  A£ls  that  abridged  his  Preroga- 
tive were  repealed ;  as  alfo,  an  Act,  which 
empowered  1 1  Lords  to  infped  the  public  Re- 
venues, and  call  his  Minifters  to  Account  j 
thofe  Acls  being  declared  to  be  traiteroufly  ob- 
tained. 

1 2.  Soon  after,  many  of  the  Lords  that  had 
appeared  in  Arms  againft  the  King  were  at- 
tainted, and  executed  accordingly. 

13.  In  1399,  the  King  embarked  fot  Ire- 
bind ;  and  in  his  Abfence,  Henry^  then  late 
Duke  of  Hereford^  but  then  Duke  of  Lan- 
cajier^  landed  in  Yo'rkjhire^  and  was  joined  by 
the  Nobility  and  Gentry.  Whereupon  Richard 
returned  to  England^  but  was  abandoned  hv 
his  Army,  acs  \tcll  as  his  other  Subjevfts  \  and, 
being  taken  by  Siirf)rize,  was  fent  Prifoner  to 
Flint'CaJlle  by  the  Duke  of  Lancajler^  who 
called  a  Parliament  in  the  King'^  Name,  and 
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CJchibited  Articles  of  M  al  -  Ad  minift  ration  a- 
gainft  him,  and  compelled  him  to  rcTign  the 
Crown  ;  and  thereupon  ufurped  the  Throne 
himfelf. 

Aieinorandum. 
Notwithftanding  his  two  Marriages,  he  left 
no  Ifliie  behind  him. 

Remarkable  Occurrences  in  this  Reign, 

1.  In  the  4th  Year  of  this  Prince's  Reign,  a 
Mortality  almoft  depopulated  the  North  of 
England. 

2.  In  his  6th  Year,  there  happened  fuch  an 
Earthquake,  that  the  Ships,  which  rode  in 
Haven,  were  flruck  one  againft  another. 

3.  In  his  1 2th  Year,  the  Month  of  March  was 
extremely  tempeftuous  j  and  confequent  Up- 
on it,  there  was  not  only  a  Plague  but  a 
Famine. 

4.  In  his  22d  Year,  notwithftanding  all  the 
Bay-trees  throughout  England  Were  remark- 
ably withered,  yet  they  recovered  their 
Verdure  afterwards. 

5.  In  this  Reign,  if  we  may  credit  Baker ^ 
there  was  an  Image  of  a  Man  made  by  Ne- 
cromancy, which  fpake  fomc  certain  VVords. 

6.  According  to  fome  Hiftorians,  it  was  in  this 
Reign,  that  Gunpowder  was  firft  invented, 
by  an  Ac<:ident  that  happened  to  a  Monk  in 
Germany ;  others,  however,  place  this  In- 
vention much  higher  ;  and  the  French  in 
particular  affirm,  x\\2itEdwardl\l.  hadhea- 

N  vy 
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'    vy  Artillery  in  theBattle  of  6V^^',  bywhicfr  / 
Means  he  gained  that  remarkable  \ \i\n':\\  v 
About  the  Middle  of  this  King's  Rt  ign,-  ( 
peeked,  high  toed  Shoes,  faflened  to  the  ( 
Knees  with  filver  Chains,  were  in  high  Fa- 
(hion.  ; 
8.  Not  long  after,  Side-faddles  for  the  Ladies 
came  in  Fafhion,    and  long  Gowns  were 
worn,  in  Imitation  of  the  Queen,  who  was 
a  Bohemian  Princefs  :  For  the  EngUJh  Ladies 
before  that  Time,  rode  aftride  like  the  Men. 

His  Death  and  Burial. 
Not  long  after  he  was  fent  a  Prifoner  to  Pen- 
icfratl-CoJIlc^  he  was  craelly  murdered  by  a 
whole  Gt>ng  of  Afliflins  ;  but  he  killed  four  of 
them  firft,  with  a  Battk-ax,  which  he  forced 
outol'opic  of  iheirHriYids.    He  ll\*ed  33  Years, 
of  v/hich  he  reigned  22  Years,  three  Months, 
&nd  feme  itrN  DaVs.    King  /:/>;7rv  caufcd  a 
Monument  to  be  cr<?cT;ed  to  the  Memory  of 
him  and  hi^  Qtu  eo  'Anm^  at  the  Head  of  that^ 
of  EckiYjyd  tlie  Hid,  in  the  CtmfrJforsChz^t].  J 
His  Chara^er.  ^ 
Richard  IF.  like  Edward  11,  was  not  Jefsil 
remarkable  for  the  Beauty  of  his  Perfon,  than  ^ 
for  the  A<lverfity  of  his  Fortune.    His  Ad- 
miniftration^  *ti!»  very  probable,  was  unhap- 
py, or.Iy  through  his  Youth,  which  expofcd 
him  to  the  Poilon  of  arbitrary  Notions,  bef6rc 
he  was-  of  Years  of  Difcretion  to  diftinguifh  : 
For  on  divers  Occafions,  he  difcove/cd  much 

cf 


R  I  C  H  A  R  D  ir.  147 

*^!^'ttiat  Coura^fe  and  Greaftnefs  of  Mind,  for 
which  his  Father,  the  Biack  Prince^  and  his 
Grand-father  Kihj  Edward  III.  were  fo  pe- 
culiarly remarkable* 


Hous^: 


House  of  LANCASTER. 

Henry  IV.  Sumamed  of  Boliiigbrok^, 
XXX II  Id  King  of  England  and  France,  and 
Lord  of  Irthnd,    jFr^?/7/ 1399,  toi/\,i2' 


///V  Character,  /«  memorial  Verfes. 

Lancaftrian  Henry  now  the  Tljrone pojffs' d^ 
A  Prince  of  no  mean  Politics  confefs'd\ 
But  courts  the  Priefts,  their  Favciir  to  engage: 
Hence  Lollards  felt  dire  Perfecutions  BMge. 


Henry  IV.  Surnamed  of  BoltJigbroke^ 
XXXIIId  King  of  England  and 
France^  and  Lord  of  Ireland, 

His  CoT£MPORARIES. 


Popes. 

Boniface  IX.  1 389. 

Innocent  VII.  1 404. 

Gregory^ill,  I406. 

Alexander  V.  1 408. 

oknXXm.  141 0, 
mperor  of  the  EaJ}» 


Emanuel  II.  I39I- 
Emperors  of  the  TVeju 
IV mcejlaus  ^  3  7  B . 
R'ib.LePet  1400. 
Sigifmund  1 410. 

King  of  France: 
Charles  VI.  1380. 


His  Birth  Parentage. 
JrtT^gO^^^HIS  Henry  was  the  only  Son  of  ^f  ohn 
)§(        )§C  o{Gaunt^V>\x\.^o{LancaJiei\\^ywx\)i 
)3(   ^   ^  Son  of  King  Edward  the  Illd,  by 
kMMj^(  Blanche,  his  firft  Wife.    He  was 
furnamed  of  Bclinghroke,  in  Lincoln- 
Jhire^  where  he  was  born,  about  the  Year  1 366, 
His  remarkable  Tranfa6tions  before  his  Accef- 
fion  to  the  Throne. 
I.  In  a  Parliament  held  at  IVeJiminJier,  in 
the  9th  Year  of  King  ^;V/;^r^/II.  he  was  cre- 
ated Earl  of  Derby^  and  under  that  Charader, 
intermarrying  with  Mary  de  Bohun,  the  younger 
Daughter  to  Humphrey,    Earl  of  Hereford, 
Effex,   and  Northampton,    and  Conftable  of 
Englar  '  he  enjoyed  in  her  Right,  the  Earl- 
N  3  doms 
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iloms  of  Hereford  Tind  Nortbajnptori^  the  T  or  . 
ihip  ot  Brecknoek^  and  the  Patronage  c 
ihony, 

2.  VVhilft  Earl  oi  Derby  he  fignalizcd  him- 
felf  in  an  Expeditipn  that  he  made  into  PruJJia^ 
where,  joining  his  Foixses  with  thofe  of  the 
Grand  Maflcr  of  Pruffia  and  Lirfiand^  he  rout  - 
td  the  Army  of  SJnrgaly  King  of  Lithuaria^ 
and  afterwards,  having  pent  up  t,he  faid  King 
in  the  City  of  fViltz^  afffaulted.  the  Place^ 
fet  up  his  Standard  on  ^he  Wall,  and  took 
;ind  afterwards  returned  Home  vvithAbu:  .  '  -  . 
ot  Honour  and  Jieput^tipn. 

3..  in  the  22d  Year       Richard  II.  h^  w^%' 
crcaxcd  Duke  of  Hc^eford^  and  not  i 
I'^ing  acciiicd  by  77/:.w;j'AiV:t'/!vr'v,       .  .  v  '.j 
of  Norfolk^  of  High  Treaibn,  he  thallejiged 
the  faid  Duke  to  Tingle  Combat;  and  both  .^^p^ 
pcarcd  at  the  Time  and  Place  appointed  \  %w%* 
were,  all  on  a  fudden,  arreted  ;  Norfolk  v/ag  • 
banilhed  for  Life;  but  Henry  for  ip  Years 
only. 

H'li  A         n  to  the  Throne, 
Having  dcr  .       -  ^'ng  Richard  tly  TTc^,  as 
above  related,  be  was  crowned  at  J,  jicr 
on  the  30th  oiOflohcry  in  the  Year  1399. 
His  rcmarkcibij  T i  xAUctions  both  at  home  i^n4^ 
Abroad. 

I.  No  fooner  was  he  eftabliflied  on,  the 
Throne,  but  he  reverfed  the  Attainders  of  his 
IJjiclc,  th^  Duke  of  Glou^cflcr^  and  his  Friends, 

2nd 
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and  revived  the  Statutes  pafied  in  the  Reign  of 
i2/V/WII. 

2.  He  reduced  all  Treasons  to  the  25th  of 
Edw(7rdlll,  and  procured  the  Crown  to  be 
Ibtcled  upon  the  Heirs  of  his  Body. 

3.  In  1400,  there  v/as  a  grand  Confpiracy 
of  the  Nobility  to  reftore  King  R/cha^d;  but 
.he  defeated  them ;  and  more  Perfons  of  high 
Diftinfti on  were  executed  in  this  than  any 
other  preceding  Reign. 

4.  InthisYear^  King  Henry  marched,  not 
only  againU  the  Scots:,  ^nd  burnt  Edinburgh 
but  againit  the  IFei/h  likewife,  v/ho  had  taken 
up  Arms  in  Favour  of  King  Richard, 

5.  In  1 40 1,  he  obtained  a  fignal  Vivftory^ 
.over  the  Sects.         ■  ' 

6.  In  1403-,  there  was  another  grand  Con- 
fpiracy againft  him  by  the  Duke  of  Surry ^  the 
Earls  of  Northumberland  and  Sa/ijiuryy  Ozuen 
Glendour^  Sec,  but  they  were  all  defeated  at 
Shrewjuury.  The  three  firft  were  beheaded, 
and  young  Piercy^  furnarned  Hctfpur^  killed. 

7.  The  People,  humbly  craving  of  him  a 
Reformation  of  his  Houfliold  Expences,  and 
a  Difmiffion  of  Part  of  his  Retinue,  he  graci- 
cufly  condefcended  to  both  ;  and  the  Charge  of 
his  Houfliold  thereupon  was  limited  to  16000 
Markh:. 

8.  In  1404,  a  Counterfeit  King  Richard  v^-as 
let  up  againft  him. 

9.  In  1405,  there  was  a  new  Infurredlion 
..againft  him  in  the  North,  by  the  Earl  Marflial 

N  4  Moiu- 


1 5  2      Hifiory  cf  E  NG  LAND. 

Mowbray,  the  Archbifhop  of  ^orky  &c.  but 
he  foon  fupprefi'ed  it. 

10.  This  Year,  xht  French ^  afSfting  Owen 
Gktulour  and  the  IVelJh  againft  him,  he  took 
the  Kino:  of  "^cots  Son  Priloner. 

11.  I'l  1408,  he  lupprefled  another  Infurrcc- 
don  at  York, 

His  Marriages. 

He   firft  intermarried  with  Alary  Bohun^ 
Daughter  of  Humphrey^  the  Earl  of  Hereford 
and  tjjex'y  and  afterwards  wiihjarte^  the  Daugh- 
ter of  Charles  I.  King  of  Navarre, 
His  Iflu'j,  Male  and  Female^  ly  his  fijji  I^een, 

He  had  four  Sons,  i.  Henry  of  Momnouthy 
his  Son,  and  Succeffor.  2.  Thomas^  Duke  of 
Clarence,    3.  Duke  of  S^'^^r^/.    And,  4. 

Humphrey y  Duke  of  Gloifcejier,  —  He  had  by 
her  likewifc  two  Daughters,  viz.  Blanche^ 
who  was  married  to  the  Duke  of  Bavaria ;  and 
Pkilippa^  who  intermarried  with  ^ohn^  ^'"g 

of  Denmark.  But  by  his  lafl  Qiieen 

Daughter  of  Charles  I.  Kmg  of  Navarre^  he 
had  no  IUbc. 

Remarkable  Occurrences  in  this  Reign. 
I.  In  his  4th  Year,  there  appeared  a  Comet, 

betwixt  the  Eaft  and  the  North. 
?.  In  his  7th  Year,  there  was  a  Breach  in  the 

Banks  of  the  Thames^  on  the  KentiO)  Side, 

which  did  an  immenfc  deal  of  Damage. 
3,  Jn  this  Year,  Royjion^  'm  Hertfordjhire^  was 

reduced  to  Ruins  by  Fire. 
In  hi.^  Qth  Year,  the  Winter  v/as  fo  excef- 

five 
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five  fliarp,  and  the  Snow  continued  fo  many 
Months  upon  the  Ground,  that  moft  of  tlie 
fmall  Birds  periftied  with  Hunger. 
5.  In  this  Reign,  Pride  in  Drefs  arofe  to  a  mon- 
ftrous  Height,  occafioned  by  the  King  and 
his  Courtiers  giving  countenance  thereto  by 
their  bad  Example. 

His  T)Q7ith  and  Buna.], 
In  the  Year  141 3,  he  provided  a  mighty 
Fleet,  in  order  to  carry  on  a  War  into  the 
Holy  Land;  but  was  prevented  by  dying  fud- 
denly,  in  an  Apopleftic  Fit,  in  the  46th  Year 
of  his  Age,  after  a  Reign  of  13  Years,  five 
Months,  and  21  Days.  He  was  interred  foon 
afterwards  in  the  Cathedral  at  Canterbury j 
where  his  Monument,  with  the  Effigies  of  him 
and  his  fecond  Queen  lying  upon  it,  is  ftill  to 
be  feen. 

His  CharaSfer, 
This  Prince  has  been,  by  many,  accounted 
a  great  Politician  and  a  good  Soldier;  butnot 
much  of  either  appears  from  his  Actions ;  for 
he  lived  in  perpetual  Diftrufl:  of  his  own  Skill, 
and  was  ever  iealous,  not  only  of  his  Subjefts, 
but  of  his  Son,  without  the  leaft  Ground  for 
any  Sufpicion.  He  got  the  Appellation  of  cruel^ 
from  putting  fuch  a  Number  of  his  own  No- 
blemen to  Death,  and  for  the  Perfecutioa 
which  he  began  againft  the  Lollards  :  But  be- 
fides,  the  Murder  of  Richard  II.  will  be  fuch  a 
Blot  to  his  Memory,  that  it  will  never  be  for- 
gotten. 

Henry 


Henry  V.  Sumamed  of  Monmouth,  the 
XXXIVth  King  of  England  and  Fran^e^ 
arid  Lord  of  Irchnd.  From  1413,  to  1422. 


IJis  Character,  in  Memorial  Verfcs. 

Ynmcc- conquering  Henry  V  Parts^  and  Prouuefs 
rare^ 

The  glorious  Field  of  Agincourt  declare  : 
A  vicious  Prince  a  virtuous  King  became  ; 
But  Pnelts  indulged ^  kept  England  in  a  Flame. 


JiENRY  V.  Sur named  of  Monmouih, 
•  the  XXXIVth  King  of  England 
.  and  France,  and  Lord  of  Ireland. 

His  COTEMPORARIES. 

Popes.  Emperor  of  the  We/i, 

y^'^w  XXIIl.  jj\.lo.  Sigifmund.  1410. 
Martin  V.        14 17*        Kings  of  France. 

Emperor  of  the  EqjL  Charles  VI.  andYll. 
£,manucl  II.       1 39  ^  • 

His  Eirth  md  Parentage. 

^)^)g("^^HIS  heroic  Prince  v/as  born  at  Mon- 
M  mouth  mth^ Marjhes oi  South-lVales 

)^       )^  (and  from  that  Place  had  his  Sur- 
«**)^)8(ji6  ^^1^^)      ^^he  Year  1 388V  in  the 
I  ith  of  Richard  XL  his  Father  be- 
ing then  only  Earl  of  Derby. 

His  Education. 

His  younger  Years  were  employed  at  Oxford^ 
where,  in  !^een's  College^  he  was  Student, 
under  the  Tuition  of  Q2.\iim?\  Henry  Beaufort.^ 
his  half  Uncle,  at  that  Time  Chancellor  of 
that  Univerfity. 

King  Richard  II.  during  his  Father's  Exile, 
carried  him  into  Ireland'^  and  caufed  him  to  be 
iinprifQn^d  thei^  ia  the  Caftle  of  Trim  \  but 

his 


1 56     Hiftory  of  ENGL  AN D. 

his  Father,  having  depofed  that  King,  releafcd 
him,  when  he  was  but  12  Years  of  Age. 

Soon  after,  he  had  the  Crown  entailed  upon 
him  in  Parliament,  and  was  thereupon  created 
Prince  of  IVales^  Duke  of  Cornivall^  and  Earl 
of  Chejltr.  He  had  the  Tide  hkewife  of  Duke 
of  Aquiiaine  conferred  upon  him. 

From  Oxford  he  was  called  to  Court,  and 
Thomas  PUrcy^  then  Earl  of  IVorcefiery  was 
appointed  his  Governor. 

The  Appearances  of  Valour  in  him  were 
confpicuous  betimes ;  for,  in  the  famous  Bat- 
tle of  Shreivjhuryj  before  he  was  well  arrived 
to  his  1 6th  Year,  he  forced  Ozven  GleJidour  to 
fly  to  the  Mountains  and  Defarts  of  Wales  for 
Shelter,  where  he  perifhed  in  a  very  miferable 
Manner. 

Being  free  from  the  Care  and  Infpeftion  of 
his  Tutors,  he  fell  into  fome  little  Diforders, 
thro'  the  Heat  of  Blood,  and  the  wild  Sallies  of 
Youth,  which  he  committed  rather  out  of 
Gaiety  of  Heart,  than  any  natural. Inclination- 
to  Vice  ;  and  th6'  he  was  charged  with  fo 
mean  an  Adtion  as  that  of  robbing  the  Re- 
ceiver of  his  Father's  Rents ;  yet  he  made  Ref- 
titution  to  thofe  whom  he  had  injured  in  the 
Foot  of  their  Accounts. 

His  Acceflion  to  the  Throne. 

In  the  latter  End  of  March  1413,  he  com- 
menced his  Reign,  and  on  the  gth  of  April 
follo^^^ng  he  was  crowned  at  JVeJlmlnjUr. 

His 
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His  remarkahU  Tranfadions,  both  at  Home  and 
Abroad. 

1.  In  I4I5>  there  was  a  Confpiracy  againft 
him  Richard  Plant  a  genet  ^  then  Earl  of  Cam^ 
bridge^  and  others  ;  but  thcfe  Malecontents 
were  foon  i'upprelTed,  talf^n  Prifoners,  and 
executed  according  to  their  Demerits, 

2.  In  the  fame  Year,  the  King  embarked 
with  an  Army  of  10,000  Men  for  France^  and 
Janded  them  in  Normandy, 

3.  On  the  24th  of  October  then  next  follow- 
ing, he  obtained  a  lignal  Victory  over  the 
French  at  Agincourt^  where  giving  no  Q^uarter, 
no  lefs  than  60,000  Perfons  were  killed  upon 
the  Spot. 

4.  In  1 416,  he  gained  another  fignal  Vic- 
tory over  the  French  at  Sea;  and  in  141 7,  he 
took  Caen^  Falaisj  and  divers  other  Places. 

5.  Soon  afcer  that  Conqueft,  he  was  invad- 
ed by  the  Scots-y  but  they  were  forced  to  retire 
with  Difgrace. 

6.  In  141 8,  thQ  Englijhtook  Cherburg^  and 
feveral  other  'I  owns  in  France^  and  laid  Siege 
to  Roany  the  Capital  of  Normandy^  which  fur- 
rendered  upon  certain  Articles,  on  the  19th  of 
January  J  1419. 

7.  Soon  after,  a  Treaty  was  fet  on  Foot  at 
Meiun-y  but  that  proving  ineiFedual,  a  fecond 
was  entered  into  between  the  Frejich  King  and 
the  Kmg  of  England  \  wherein  it  was  ftipulat- 
ed,  that  King  Henry  ftiould  inter-marry  with 
the  PrincefsC^?/^^nW,  the  fr^/zJ;  King's  Daugh- 
ter j 
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ter  5  thathe  fliould  have  the  Rdgeney  of  Frdrh^j 
during  the  FrenchK^xngh  Life,  and  luccced  him 
"in  his  Throne  aft'er  his  Deceaf(?.  ' 

8.  In  14265  however,  the  i)^^^//)/^';: oppofed 
King  Htnry  ;  whereupon  he  laid  Siege  to  Mc- 
lun^  and  took'it' with  feveral  othetTownsl 

9.  Soon  aWef 'this  Conqueft,  the  Kings  of 
England  ^wd  France  made  a  magiTifrcent  Entry 
intoPtfw,  -  and  onthe  30th  of  yl/My  th^nnekt 
cnfuingt  the  Agreement  bfctwet^  the  tWb 
Kings  was  ratified  by  the  French  Parliarhent, 
and  fent  to  England  in  order  t6  be  recorded  ih 
the  Court  of  ExcfyequcY. ' 

10.  In  142^',  hfe*  culled  a  Parliament  and 
obtained  a  frefli  Sup^ply,  tho' the  Narion  com- 
plained of  their  bern-g  impoverilTied  before  that 
Grant,  and  fct  the  King  of  Scots  at  Liberty, 
who  had  been  a  Ptifoner  no  lefs  than  lo'Yeafs 
fiircefTivcTy'  in  England  \  but  after  thdt,  the 
Earl  of  Buchan^  Gcndral  of  the^^^fj  Troops  in 
France^  defeated  the  Duke  of  Claf^ence^  and  a 
great  Body  of  Englijh^  in  which  Engagement 
the  Duke  was  killed  on  the  Spot. 

In  1422,  Hefrry^  how^ever,  went  Over  once 
more  to  France^  and  took  feveral  Towns  froiii 
the  Dauphin. 

His  Marriage  and  Iffiie. 
On  the  3d  of  June  1420,  he  intermarried 
with  Catherine y  the  Daughter  of  King  Charles 
the  Vlth  of  France^  at  Troyes-^  and  had  IfTue 
by  her  one  Child  only,   namely,   Henry  of 

IVind^ 
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It^ndfor^  who  fiicceeded  him  by  the  Title  of 
i/^/^ry  the  Vlth. 

iJ^w^r/u^//?  Occurrences  in^tbjs  King' s  Reign ^ 

1.  In  this  Reign,  the  famous  ^liJchn  OldcaJtlej 
Lord  Cobkarriy  the  great  Favourer  ahd  Sup- 
port of  the  Lollards^  "was,  at  the  Infl?jgation 
of  the  Priejfs^  hanged  in  St.  G//^j's  jt<'i)elds, 
2lnd  his  Body  burnt- ■  before  Be  was)  tfeken 
down  frpni  the  Gailo\\(i;-  and  >div^s  ither 
.piouis  Perfons  fuffered  for  Ihe  fame  r'aith. 

2.  In  this  Rclgn,  Morcgatt  was  firft  er^(^ed. 

3.  #,Asjthe  Streets  of  London  were,  before  his 

Tvinfie  all  dari^i_r  andjdifmal,  after  Sij^njfet  in 
tl^^Winter^*  an  Order  was  made  fqr  the 
Ranging  oiit  of  Lanthorns  and  Candles  as 
fopn  as  Night  came  on.  ;  \ 

His  Death  »;7i Burial. 
t'allino;  into  a  Flux  .an4  Fever,  wlliM:  he 
was  in  France  J  he  was  conveyed  to  the  Palace 
cf  Vinccnnes^'  where  he  died  a  few  Days  after, 
in  the  Ye^r  1422,  being  the  34.th  of  his  Age; 
of  which  be  rejgned  nine  Yearsy  live  Months, 
and  eleven  Days.  He  was  interred,  however, 
fome  Time  afterwards  in  Wefiminjhr-Abhey^ 
where  his  Tomb,  and  the  little  Chapel  that 
contains  it,  are  both  defervedly  admired  for 
their  refpective  Beauties.- '  ^  ^  "  ^ 
His  Character. 
Tho'  this  Monarch  died  in  the  Flower  of 
his  Age,  and  after  a  fhort  Reign ;  yet  few 
Princes  have  left  behind  them  more  ibining 
Proofs  of  every  Roval  Virtue.  He  was  brave, 
merciful,  magnanimous,  and  obfervant  of  the 
Voice  of  his  People.  Henry 


Henry  Vf.  ^Amwmed  of  Windfor,  ihe 
XXXV  tb  King  of  England  and  France,  and 
Lord  of  Ireland,  from  1422  to 


His  Character,  in  Memorial  Verfes. 

Meakj  mi  Id  and  mercifuly  hut  nxjeak  his  Sn.vay  ; 
Cronjon  d  King  of  France,  but  France  nvould  tiot  obey, 
^ho^  brave  his  ^ueen,  the  Yorkifts Jiez'd  his  Throne^ 
And  his  Son'*  Murder  ujherd  in  his  own. 


Henry 


Henry  Vlth.  Surnamed  of  Windfor^ 
the  XXX Vth  King  England  and 
France^  and  Lord  of  Ireland. 

His  CoTEiMPORARIES^ 


Popes. 

Martin  V.  141 7. 

Eug cuius  W .  1 43 1* 

NiSolas  V.  1447' 

Calixtus  IIL  1455* 

Pius  II.  1458. 
Emperors  of  the  Eajt. 
Emanuel  11. 

Joh7i  VII.  1426. 


Conjlantine  III.  1448. 
Emperors  of  thtlVefl, 
Sigifmund  1410. 
Albert  II.  1438, 
Frederic  IV.  1440, 

Kings  of  France. 
Charles  VJI.  1422. 
Lewis  XL  1440. 


Birth  ^7«i  Parentage. 

?^)^^"^HIS  /f^wry,  the  only  Sonof//^«. 
^  T  ^  Catharine  of  Valoisy  was 

^       )j(  born  at  Windfor^  from  whence  he 
derived  his  Surname,  in  the  Year 
1 42 1 5  and  in  the  9th  Year  of  his  Father'.^ 
Reign. 

His  Proclamation  and  Coronation. 
He  was  proclaimed  King  under  9  Months? 
of  Age ;  the  Duke  of  Exeter  and  JSifliop  of 
IVinchefter^  his  great  Uncles,  being  appointed 
his  Guardians. 

a  la 
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In  1422.  C/;^r/^i  V It h  King  of  France  Aj^ 
ing,  and  his  Son,  the -D^z//)/;/>z,  afTuming  the 
Title  of  King  of  France^  by  the  Name  of 
67w/^iVlIth,  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  his  Un- 
cle, then  Regent  of  Fr<?7/r^,  in  the  Year  1424, 
gained  a  fingal  Victory  over  the  New  King's 
*'orccs,  and  took  his  General,  the  Duke  of 
Alcnjon  Prifoner  at  V emeviL 

In  this  Year,  the  King  of  5t^xdid  Homage 
to  the  King  of  England  for  Scotland,  after  18 
Years  Imprifonmcnt. 

In  1428,  Orleans  was  befieged  hy  Thomas 
Montague,  Ear  l  of  Sal'tfiury,  who  was  killed  by 
a  Canon-fhot  before  the  Place. 

In  T429,  the  Siege  was  continued  by  the 
-i:.arl  of  Suffolk,  and  the  Lord  Talbot. 

At  this  Time,  the  famous  foan  of  Arc,  pre- 
tended to  be  fcnt  from  God  to  fave  the  Kmg- 
^om  of  France and  as  the  King  jconfiued  in 
what  fhe  faid,  Ihe  relieved  the  Place,  and  obli- 
^^ed  the  Englijl)  to  raife  the  Siege ;  and  foon 
after,  the  Englijh  were  defeated,  and  Talbot  ta- 
ken Prifoner. 

On  the  6th  of  November,  in  this  Year, 
King  Henry  was  crowned  at  Wejiminjier  wifh 
great  Pomp  and  Solemnity. 

In  the  Year  1430,  Joanoi  Arc,  was  taken 
by  the  Englijh,  and  afterwards  burnt  for  a 
Witch  at  Roan,  on  the  31ft  of  May  I43i* 

On  the  17th  of  A^/?t;£';;?/'^r  following,  King 
J/ifwry  was  crowned  King  of  France,  Parisj 
^y  Henry^  Biftiop  of  Winchejler^  his^reatUn- 

•cle^ 


HENRY    VT.  163 

.c!e;  where  having  had  Feaky  Iworn  to  him 
by  the  French  Nobility,  he  foon  after  returned 
to  England, 

His  Marriage  and  Iffue. 
In  1445,  King  Henry  intermarried  with 
Margaret  of  Valois^  the  Daughter  of  Rene^ 
Duke  of  AnjQu^  and  titular  King  of  Sicily^  £ffr. 
who  was  a  perfect  Beauty,  and  endowed  with  a 
Genius  far  furpaffiug  the  Generality  of  her 
Sex,  to  whom  (through  her  x^fcendancy  over 

-himj  and  the  Earl  of  Suffolk^  he  left  the  Dif- 
pofal  of  all  State  Affairs,  and  devoted  himfelf 
more  to  A5ls  of  Puty^  than  to  theyfr^  oi  Govern- 
ment. 

By  this  darling  Queen  of  his,  he  had  Ifliie 
only  one  Son,  nam.ely,  Edward  Lancajlcry 
who  was  born  at  JVeJiminJlxr  in  tiie  Year  14530 
and  in  the  3 1  ft  of  his  Father's  Reign- 

This  Match,  however,  contributed  greatlv 
to  the  Completion  of  his  Misfortunes  v 'for  it 
laid  the  Foundation  of  the  long  War  that  fol- 
lowed between  the  two  Houfes  of  jT^rA"  and 
.Lancajler^  or  the  IVhite  aad  Red-Rofe. 

r-At  laft,  in  the  Year  1461,  King  iii??!;^  was 
•  dethrO'ied  hy  Edivard^  Earl  of  March ^  who 
then  fought  his  Queen's  Fore  ts/3.t  To futSk^  h\ 
which  Battle  no  lefs  than  3657'j6  of  theioi  loft 
ftheir  Lives.  .  :  . 

Soon  after  this  fignal  Viftory,  the  Earl  of 
jton.y  was  proclairnfed,  and  crowned  King  of 
,Engla7ul^tWeJl?ninJifry  on  the  29th  of  ^unc 
flhexi  nextenCiiing.  *'  ' 

O  z  Kinq; 
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King  Henry^  at  the  Time  of  this  his  Dcpo- 
fition,  was  but  about  39  Years  of  Age,  at 
which  Time,  he  retired  with  his  Queen  and 
Son  into  Scotland. 

Remarkable  Occurrences  in  this  Reign, 

1.  In  his  5th  Year,  there  was  fuch  a  great 
Rain,  that  it  laftcd  from  jlpnl  to  the  firlt  of 
November^  with  fcarce  any  Intcrmiflion. 

2.  In  his  I  7th  Year,  thorewas  fo  great  a  Fa- 
mine, that  People  were  glad  to  make  Bread 
of  Fern-Rcots, 

3.  In  his  1 8th  Year,  all  the  Lions  in  the 
Tower  died. 

4.  In  his  22d  Year,  a  deep  River,  near  Bed- 
ford^ is  faid  to  have  flood  fuddcnly  llill,  and 
divide  itfelf. 

5.  In  his  33d  Year,  there  was  a  great  Comet; 
and, 

6.  Sir  Richard  Baker  aflures  us,  that  there 
came  out  of  the  Sea,  at  that  Time,  a  mon- 
ftrous  Cock,  that  crowed  three  Times, 
clapping  h  s  Wings,  each  Time,  in  a  very 
violent  Manner. 

7.  luhis  36th  Year,  the  fame  Author  informs 
us,  that  it  i  aincd  Blood  in  Bedfordjhire, 

8.  In  the  Reign  of  this  Mo^^arch,  and  in  the 
Year  1440,  the  ufeful  Art  of  Printing  was 
fifft  invented. 

His  Death  and  Burial. 
This  unfortunate  Monarch,   in  the  58th 
Year  of  his  Age,  (being  a  Prifoner  in  the 
Tower)  and  the  Duke  of  Gloucejier^  finding 

him 
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chim  there  at  his  Devotion,  he  drew  his  Dag- 
*  ger,  and  ftabbed  him  to  the  Heart.  His  Corple, 
the  Day  after  his  Death,  was  brought  to  St. 
PauFs^  in  an  open  Coffin,  bare-faced ;  and 
from  thence  was  conveyed  to  Chertfey  Abbey, 
without  Prieft  or  Clerk,  where  it  was  interred ; 
but  afterwards,  by  the  Appointment  of  King 
EdwardW .  his  Body  was  removed  to  Wind- 
JoT'CaJlle^  and  there  interred  in  St.  George  ^ 
Chapel,  under  a  very  handfome  Monument, 
of  \)vhich  there  are,  at  prefent,  indeed,  no  Re- 
mains. 

Hh  Character. 
It  appears,  from  the  whole  Courfe.of  this 
King's  Adminiftration,  that  notwithfianding 
he  was  pious,  humane,  and  had  every  private 
Virtue  ;  yet  he  had  none  of  thofe  Taleiits  that 
adorned  his  Father,  and  fhould  have  made  him 
£t  for  Government. 

And  notwithftanding  he  met  with  a  vaft  Va- 
riety of  Misfortunes  4  yet  he  bore  them  all  with 
invincible  Patience,  and  a  perfeft  Refignation 
to  the  divine  Will.  His  principal  Defefl  vc^as 
•  his  Weaknefs  ;  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  high 
Spirit  of  his  Qiieen-,  ' and  the  Fidelity  of  fome 
truly  great  Men,  who  were  inviolably  attach- 
ed to  his  Intereft,  he  muit  have  given  Way, 
long  before  he  did,  to  the  Power  and  Ambition 
of  the  Houje  of  York. 


The 


The  House  <?/'Yor!C;  or^  /i^ White-Rose. 

Edward  IV;  /^^  XXX Vlth  ATi;?^^/ England 
and  France,  and  Lord  of  Ireland,  y>7/w  1461 
to  1483. 


Character,  in  rtiemonai  Verfes. 

JVb/  unmolffed  Yorkift  Edward  reign 

loft  'viftoriousy  he  the  Throne  nia'inta.n  d : 
Ke^je:rceful,  jealous,  politic  ;  hut  leavd: 
his  Viitues  ^Jiere  hy  Luxury  Juhdud. 


"The  PIousE  ^YoRK ;  or,  the  White- 
Rose- 

Edward  IV.  The  XXXVIth  ICing 
of  Rngland,  and  Lord  of  Ireland, 

His  COTEMPORARIES. 


Popes. 

:Piusll.  1458. 

Paul  II.  1464. 

Sixtus  IV.  1467. 


Emperor. 
Frederic  IV.  1440* 

King  of  France, 
Lewis  XL  1461^ 


His  Birth  and  Parentage, 

:/^^^^HIS  Edzvard,  the  eldeft  furviving 
^        )^  Son  of  Richard^    Duke  of  Tork^ 
^  was  born  at  i2^^A2  in  Norinandy^  on 
the  29th  of  April  1441. 
Coronation, 

He  was  crowned  at  IVeJiminJier  on  the  29th 
•of  1461. 

His  Marriage  and  Iflue. 
In  1464,  he  intermarried  with  the  Lady 
■Elizabeth  Grey>^  the  Widow  of  Sir  'John  Grej^ 
^of  Graby. 

By  this  Queen,  he  had  the  following  Iflue 
*Male,  viz.y  I.  Edward  o{  Tork^  wlio  fuc- 
^ceeded  his  Father,  and  was  called  EdwardY. 
41.  Riclmd  of  Tork^  .in  1474?  created  Duke  of 

TorL 
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TorL  And,  3.  George  of  Tori,  who  died  an 
Infant. 

His  Ifiue  Female,  were  the  Princefles  fol- 
lowing, viz.  I.  Elizabeth,  2.  Cecilic.  3. 
Anne,  4.  Bridget,  a  Nun.  5.  Mary,  6. 
Margaret.    And,  7.  Catharine. 

Bcfides  thefe,  he  had  feveral  natural  Chil- 
-  dren  by  the  Lady  Elizabeth  Lucy,  who  was 
one  of  his  favourite  Concubines  j  and  Jane 
Shore  was  another. 

His  retiiarkahU  Tranfadlions  both  at  Home  and 
Abroad. 

1.  He  obtained  a  fignal  Victory  over  King 
Hcnry\  Forces  at  Towton  in  Yorkjhire,  in 
the  Year  1461. 

2.  In  the  Year  1463,  King  Edward's  Gene- 
ral, the  Vifcount  Montacute,  defeated  King 
Henry  and  his  Qiicen,  with  the  Scots^  ar 
Hoxham, 

2%  In  1464,  King  Henry  was  taken  in  Di£- 
guife,  and  carried  Prifoner  to  the  Tower. 

4.  In  1469,  King  ^^Tf^r^  was  taken  Prifoner, 
and  fent  to  the  Caftle  of  Middleton  in  Tork^ 
Jhire. 

5.  Edward,  however,  in  1 471,  recovered  the 
Crown. 

6.  Some  Timeafter  that,  he  vifited  all  his  Do- 
minions, and  caufed  above  1400  Perfons  of 
Diftinftion  to  be  put  to  Death.  And  to 
complete  the  bloody  Execution,  he  gave 
Orders  that  the  Duke  of  Clarence  fhould  be 
drowned  in  a  Cafk  of  Sack. 

7,  In 
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7.  In  1 48 1,  he  entered  into  a  War  with 
Scotland^  took  Bdrwicky  and  marched  to  Edin- 
turgh'y  upon  which  a  Peace  enfued. 

Remarkable  Occurrences  in  this  Return, 
In  the  r  7th  Year  of  his  Reign,  there  was  a  fe-' 
vere  Plague  ;  and  in  his  1 2th  Year  another : 
Both  of  which  fwept  away  great  Numbers  of 
People  ;  and  each  was  attended  with  a  Fa- 
mine. 

His  Death  and  Burial. 

On  the  9th  of  JpriU  1483,  King  Edward 
died  of  a  Surfeit  at  Wejlminjler^  in  the  42d 
Year  of  his  Age,  after  a  Reign  of  22  Years, 
one  Month,  and  five  Days. 

He  was  nobly  interred  at  the  Nezv  Chapel  in 
Windfor. 

His  Charafler. 
Before  he  was  King,  he  was  furprizingly 
aftive,  vigilant,  and  warlike;  but  no  fooner 
was  he  inverted  with  the  Royal  Dignity,  than 
he  devoted  himfelf  almoft  wholly  to  his  Plea- 
fures.  When  he  came  firft  to  the  Crown,  he 
was  generally  allowed  to  be  one  of  the  hand- 
fomeft  Men  in  all  Engla^id;  and  Hiftorians  af- 
fert,  that  he  had  not  his  Equal  for  Beauty  in 
all  Europe. 


P 


Edwari>  - 


Edv/ard  V.  the  XXXVIIrh  Kir^g  ^/England 
and  r  ranee,  mid  Lord  of  Ireland  ;  who  reigu* 
ed  only  two  Aiontbs^  and  1 3  Dayi  of  tie  Year 
1483. 


Hh  Character,  ;V;  memoria!  Vcrfes. 

Poor  Child!  how  JhorthisRcigv.  and  fuUof  Strife! 
Untimely  cics'd  his  own  av.d  brother  s  Lije : 
He  fa-du  each  faithful  Friend^  by  Frauds  expire^ 
/>/il\charwFj  Frauds  vjh:  did  to  Rule  ajpirc. 


Edward  V.  the  XXXVIIth  King  of 
Ryigland  and  France^  and  Lord  of 
Ireland. 

His  COTEMPORARIES. 


Pope* 
SixtusW.  I47I' 
Emperor  of  the  Eq/f* 


Frederic  \Y,  1440. 

King  of  France, 
Charles  VIII.  1483. 


HisU'wth.  Parentage. 

|r^^"^HIS  unhappy  Prince,  theddeftSon 
^  of  King  Edward  IV.  zndElizabethy 
^  ^  his  Queen,  was  born  in  the  Sane- 
\tL^^M  ^^'^'^n  Wejlminjler^  on  the  4th  of 
November  1470,  and  in  the  lOth 
Year  of  his  Father's  Reign. 

His  Proclamation. 
He  had  not  fully  attained  to  the  iith  Year 
,  of  his  Age,  when,  upon  his  Father's  Deceafe, 
he  was  proclaimed  King,  but  never  crowned. 

Upon,  his  firft  Acceffion  to  the  Throne, 
Richard  J  then  Duke  of  Gloucejler^  prevailed 
on  the  CounciVxo  appoint  him  Prote^ior  of  the 
King  and  Kingdom  \  and  upon  the  ^ueen^  to 
deliver  up  her  Son  Richard^  then  Duke  of 
Tork^  to  his  Care  cind  Tuition. 

Upon  his  Succefs  thcrfin,  he  fecured  Both 
in  the  Tower. 

P  2  Soon 
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Soon  after,  the  Protcdor  caufed  the  Eaii 
Rivers^  the  Queen's  Brother,  and  the  LoiJ 
Richard  Grey^  her  Son,  to  be  beheaded. 

Five  Days  after  this,  he  declared  his  Bro- 
thers, King  Edward  and  the  Duke  of  Clarcfu  ej 
Baflards ;  as  alfo  the  Ifluc  of  f^zc/j/v/ I  and 
bv  the  Afliilarcc  of  the  then  Duke  of  Buckitj-r- 
hanu  he  ufurped  the  Throne,  when  his  Ne- 
phew, Edivoj'd  V ,  had  reigned  two  Months 
:ind  13  Days  onlv. 

His  untimely  Death  and  Burial. 

The  Proceftor,  however,  not  thinking  him- 
fclf  lecure,  whilil  the  two  Princes  were  ahvc, 
he  commanded  Sir  Robert  Brakenbury^  then 
Lieutenant  of  the  Tower,  to  put  them  to 
Death;  who,  refufingfodiflionourable  an  Of- 
fice, was  difmlfled  from  his  Pofl,  and  one  Sir 
yames  Tyrrel  was  fubftitutcd  in  his  {tead,  who 
immediately  procured  that  impious  and  inhu- 
man Work  to  be  carried  into  Execution  by  one 
Miles  ForeJ}^  his  Footman,  -^Ln^ljohn  Dighton^ 
an  hired  Ruffian. 

Thefe   barbarous  AfTaflins,    entering  the  , 
Chamber,  in  the  Dead  of  Night,  fmothered 
Both  the  young  Princes  in  their  Beds. 

Their  Bodies  were  foon  after  buried  at  the* 
Stair-foot,  near  their  Lodgings ;  where  they 
lay  undifcovered,  till  the  Year  1674;  at  which 
Time,  by  the  exprefs  Order  of  King  Charles 
II.  their  Bones  were  carefully  gathered  up, 
and  d<*pofited,  in  a  Marble  Urn,  amongft  the 

Kings 
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Kings  in  Henry  the  Vllth's  Chape]  in  jy^ij. 
nnnJter-Albi-y. 

Jc  canijot  be  expeacd,  that,  in  a  Reim  of 
lefs  than  three  Months,  we  fhould  have  any 
remarkable  Occiirrences  to  record;  or  any 
particular  Character  to  give  of  a  Priiice,  who 
met  with  fo  cruel  and  untimely  a  Fate,  in  what 
may,  with  Propriety,  be  termed  his  infant 


3  RrcHARD 


Richard  III.  Surnamcd  Crook-back,  the 
XXXVIIIth  Kwg  of  England  and  France, 
and  Lord  of  Ireland.    From  1483,  ^A^S- 


His  Ch/.r/vcttr,  /;/  mcmori??!      - "  ^\ 

Richard,  vjith  deep  Hypocrify  auluuy 
Amhiiio n s ,  cruely  deji'ii ute  cf  Gcod\ 
Yet  courted  public  Love  by  whohfome  Laws^ 
And  bravely  pU^  had  Virtue  ban  tbi  Caufe^ 


Richard  III.  Surnamed  Crook-back^ 
the  XXXVIIith  King  of  England 
and  France^  and  Lord  of  Ireland. 


His  COTKMPOR  ARiE? 


Pcpes. 
SlxtuslY.  ,1471. 
Innocent  VIII.  1484. 


Emperc  r  r^f  the  Eqf}, 
'  Frcfk^  k  I'V .      1 440  - 

Kln^:  of  France. 
CharleiWW.  1483. 


His  Birth,  Parentage  j;;^/ Education. 

r^^^^^HIS  iJ/V/;^r^,  who  was  the-orh-and 
^  ^  M  you^'^g^^^^  Son  of  Richard^  Duke  of 
%  ^  '^^^^'^^  by  Cecilia  Nevil,  his-  Wife, 
was  born  at  FGiheringayCnflk^  in 
Nortkamptoyiflnr  e , 

He  and  his  Brother  Gfjr^r,  afterwards  Duke 
of  Clarence^  were  feat,  by  their  Mother,  to 
Utrecht 'm  Holland  \  where  they  tarried  till  Ed- 
'ward  their  Brother  attained  the  Crown. 

Upon  his  Coronation,  this  Richard  was 
created  Duke  of  GlouccJ^  r^  and  thereupon  con- 
ftitutcd  Lord  High  Adrniral  of  England^  and 
was  honoured  afterwards  with  divers  other  high 
Titles. 

On  the  Death  of  that  Prince,  he  was  confli- 
tuted  Pro'teSfor  of  the  Realm,  and  Tutor  to  King 
Edward  V,  his  Nephew. 

P  4  His 
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Hi:  Marriage  and  Ifu:e. 

Iji  I4S2,  he  intcriiiairiLd  v/ilh  the  Lr.cly 
/nnc^  the  yoLingcft  D^.ughtcr  of  Rlchiivd  Ne- 
7;//,  grcnt  Earl  of  IVariuick^  and  Relid  of 
Prince  Edzvard^  the  Son  of  Henry  the  Vlth. 
lie  had  only  one  Son,  namely,  E dzu a r d^  E2r\ 
of  Sa'ljhury^  created  Prince  of  JVaks^  but  he 
died  before  his  Father. 

His  Acceffion  to  the  Throne*. 

No  fooncr  had  he  moft  inhumanly  murdered 
his  two  Nephews,  but  he  ufurped  the  Throne, 
and  on  the  6th  of  y^'A-,  1483,  he  and  his  Queen 
were  crowned  at  tVeJiminJier^  and  not  long  af- 
ter in  the  City  of  I'ork, 

Hii  firj}  Tranfa£lions  at  Home. 

1.  In  1484,  he  called  a  Parliament,  where- 
in his  Title  was  recognized  ;  and  his  two  Bro- 
thers openly  declared  Baftards. 

2.  In  the  fame  Year,  the  Duke  of  Buck^ 
inghafji^  cfi.oufing  the  Earl  of  Richnond's  Inte- 
rcft,  formed  a  Confpiracv  againlt  Richard-, 
but  Richard  foon  fupprefled  that  Rebellion, 
took  the  Duke  Prifoner,  and  caufed  him  to  be 
beheaded  at  Shreivjlury, 

3.  Soon  after,  the  Earl  of  Richmond^  and 
his  Auherents  were  attainted  in  Parliament. 

4.  The  Earl  of  Rich?/iond^  however,  in 
J485,  landed  in  IVales^  and  afterwards  en- 
gaged King  Richard  at  R 'Jw or th- Fields  near 
Leicefer^  where  he  routed  his  Army,  and  kill- 
ed the  King  upon  the  Spot  wiih  his  own 
Hand. 

The 
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The  moll  rcmvirkabk  Occurrence  in  this 
.Kf  jo^n  was  the  Swelling  of  the  River  S^"z;^?77, 
V  hich  caufed  fo  great  an  Inundation,  that  lor 
ten  Days  fuccelTively  it  overthrew  a  greatNum- 
ber  of  Houfes,  and  carried  their  Furniture 
down  about  the  Country  for  many  Miles. 
His  Death  and  Burial . 

He  fell  by  the  Hand  of  Richmond^  as  above 
hinted,  \jn  the  34th  Year  of  his  Age,  after  a 
Reign  of  only  two  Years,  two  Months,  and 
two  Days.  His  Crown  was  found  in  the  Field 
of  Battle,  and  he  himfelf  amongft  the  Dead, 
ftript  ftark  naked,  and  all  befmeared  with 
Dirt :  His  Carcafe  was  thereupon  laid  crofs  a 
Horfe's  Back,  where  it  was  carried  to  i^/V^^r, 
and  expofed  for  two  Days  to  public  View. 
Soon  afterwards,  indeed,  it  was  interred  in 
the  Grey-Friars  Church  in  that  City;  but 
without  the  leaft  Pomp  or  Solemnity  what^ 
foeyer. 

His  Chara^er, 
He  was  low  in  Stature,  very  homely,  and 
crump-backed.  He  was  not  only^  an  inhu- 
man Murderer^  .but  a  great  Hypocrite.  He 
had  .perfonal  Valour,  but  was,  by  Nature, 
cruel.  He  was  a  profound  Politician,  and 
could  conceal  his  Sentiments  as  artfully  as  any 
Man  living. 


Henry 


Henry  VII.  52/r;7^7;72r^Solonnon,/A^XXXIXth 
Kifig  of  England  and  France,  and  Lord  of 
Ireiand.     From  1485,  to  i  509. 


J/ls  Charactjer,  in  Memorial  V^erlire.  • 

The  f  jl  (?/*TL:dor'j  Race^  of  high  PJmvjtiy 
k>pite  of  Pretenders  held the^n^\\{\\  Crown  y 
SuLt!e^  profnmd  ;  I  is  ProjeoJs  tnided fill 
To  fix  his  E?nplre^  or.d  his  Coders  fJ I. 


T'he  House  ^Tudor. 

Henry  VII.  Surnamed  Solomon,  the 
XXXIXth  King  of  England  and 
France  J .  and  Lord  of  Ireland. 


1 
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His  COTEMPORARIES. 

Emperors  of  the  Eajl, 
Frederic  IV.  1 440. 
Maxi7?iilian\,  1493. 

Kings  of  France.  * 
Charles  Ylll.  I483. 
Lewis  Xil.  1498, 


Imocent  VIIL  1484. 

Jle:^andcr  VI.  1492. 

Pip  j' II.  1503- 

^uliusll,  1503- 


///J  Birth,  Parentage  Education, 

^'"^{]^'^^HIS  Prince  was  the  Son  of  Edmondy 
rp  ^3C  of  Hadhamy  Earl  of  Richmond,  by 
;icC       M  ^'^^^''g^^^^U  his  Wife,  born  in  Pt^;^- 
^"^oke-Cafde,  in  1451,  and  brought 
up  a  Scholar  at  Eaton  College. 
His  Acccffion  to  thi  Throne. 
On  the  22d  of  Augiiji,.  1485^  he  commen- 
ced his  Reign,  and  v/as  crowned  at  Wejhnin- 
Jieron  the  30th  of  Ociober,  then  next  enfuing. 
His  remarkable  Tranfadtions  both  at  Home  and 
Abroad. 

1.  No  fooned  was  he  crowned,  but  he  in- 
ffituted  the  Yeomen  of  the  Guard. 

2,  In iVi'z/^/w^^r  following,  he  called  a  Par- 

liament, 
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liament,  which  fettled  the  Crown  upon  hiai 
aiid  his  Iflue. 

3.  In  I4S6,  he  was  oppofcd  by  twoafplr- 
ing  Impojiors  \  one  called  Lambert  Simnel^  and 
the  other  Perkin  Warbeck\  but  Henry ^  inPro- 
cefs  of  Time,  fupprefled  them  Both. 

4.  He  fpared  Simners  Life,  'tis  true,  but 
made  him,  for  fome  Time,  a  Drudge,  and  a 
Scullion  inhis  Kitchin. 

5.  As  to  JVarheck^  he  firft  imprifoned 
him  in  the  Tower,  and  afterwards  caufed  him 
to  be  executed  at  Tyburn. 

6.  In  1489,  there  was  an  Infurreftion  in 
the  North  on  Account  of  Taxes ;  but  it  was 
foon  fupprefled. 

7.  In  1491,  he  entered  into  a  War  with 
France^  but  proving  unfuccefsful  there,  a  Peace 
was  concluded  in  1492,  without  any  Adtion  of 
Importance. 

8.  In  1496,  the  King  of  5^(5 marched  an 
Army  againit  him  into  England ;  but  was  foon 
obliged  to  retire  with  Confufion  and  Difgrace^. 

9..  In  1497,  ^hcre  was  an  Infurre<Slion  a- 
gainft  him  at  Cornwall^  under  General  Audlcy^ 
who  marched  as  far  as  Black-heathy  in  order  to 
^ive  Henry  Battle  ;  but  the  General's  Armjr 
was  totally  defeated,  and  he  himfelf  taken  in 
the  Attempt,  and  executed  foon  after. 

10.  In  1506,  there  was  another  Con fpiracy 
againft  him  by  the  Earl  of  Sz/^Z/f  and  Others; 
but  they  were  foon  difcovered,  and  defeated 
likewife. 

h;s 
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His  Marriage  and  Ifliie. 
On  the  1 8th  of  January^  i486,  this  Prince 
intermarried  with  Elizabeth,  the  eldeft  Daugh- 
ter of  King  Edward  IV.  By  whom  he  had 
the  following  Male  IfTue,  viz,  i,  Arthur y 
who  married  Catherine,  the  Infanta  of  Spain. 
2.  Henry,  who  fucceeded  him.  And,  3.  Ed- 
ward, who  died  an  Infant.  The  Names  of 
his  Female  liTue  were,  i.  Margaret,  who 
married  the  King  of  Scots.  2.  Elizabeth^ 
who  died  an  Infant.  3.  Ma7y,  who  was  twice 
married.  And,  4,  Catherine,  who  died  an 
Infant. 

Remarkable  Occurrences  in  this  Reign. 

1 .  In  the  firft  Year  of  this  Reign,  a  Diftemper, 
called  the  Sweating -Sicknefs,  carried  off  fe- 
veral  Thoufands,  particularly  in  London. 

2.  In  his  15th  Year,  there  happened  a  great 
Plague,  of  which  no  lefs  than  30,000  died 
in  London. 

3.  Provifions,  in  this  Reign,  were  fo  cheap, 
that  Wheat  fold  for  3  J.  a  Quarter. 

His  Death  and  Burial. 

This  Prince  died  of  the  Gout  at  Eaji-Jhene^ 
in  the  53d  Year  of  his  Age,  after  a  Reign  of 
23  Years,  and  eight  Months.  He  was  interred 
in  his  own  new  Chapel  at  Wejlminjler. 
Memorandum. 

He  left  behind  him  fuch  an  immenfe  Trea- 
furc  of  ready  Money,  that  it  was  thought  to  be 
more  than  one  Half  of  the  Coin  in  the  whole 
Kingdom. 
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His  Charafter. 
Avarice  was  his  predominant  Paffion ;  for 
he  drained  his  Suhjedls  to  that  Degree,  by 
Taxes  and  Fines,  that  he  became  a  perfect 
Burden  to  the  Nation.  In  all  other  Refpecls 
he  was  allowed  to  be  a  great  Prince.  He  was 
flri(Slly  chafte,  and  temperate,  and  truly  reli- 
gious, without  Affectation. 


Henry 


Henry  VIII.  the  XLth  King  rf  England, 
Frimce  and  Ireland  ;  and  Jiiled  Defender  of 
th^  Faith,    From  1509,  to  1547. 


Hli  C HAR  A c  T  E  R ,  in_  m emor : al  V er fc s . 

Henry,  of  haughty  Mind^  and.fturdy  Alien ^ 
With  Fury  reign  d^  and  often  changed  his  ^een ; 
Difoiund  the  Pope  ;  yet  kept  us  Papifts /////, 
And  burnt  both  Sides  uuho  dar^d  conteji  his  fP^ilL 


Henry  VIII.  the  XLth  King  of 
E?2g/andy  Fratice  and  Ireland  and 
filled  Defender  of  the  Faith. 

His  COTEMPORARIES. 


Popes. 

Julius  W.  150^3- 

Leo  X.  1513. 

MrianVl.  1522. 

Clement  VIL  I523. 

PaulWl,  1534- 


Emperors. 
Maximilian  I.  1593. 
Charles  V. 

Kings  oi  France, 
Lezvis  XII.  -'     ^I  498 . 
Francis  I.  15 IS- 


///J  Birth,  Parentage  a?id  Education. 

Jttf^^^HIS  heroic  Prince,  the  fecond  Son 
y  )^  of  King  Henry  VII.  was  born  at 
^  Greenwich  in  1491  ;  and  had  luch 
1wL^^JM(       Education  in  his  Youth,  that 
he  was  accounted  the  moft  leanied 
Prince  in  Chriftcndom. 

His  Acceflion  to  the  Throne, 
In  1509,  at  which  Time  he  was  about  18 
Years  of  Age,  he  was  proclaimed  King,  as 
being  fole  Heir  to  the  Crown,  and  having  mar- 
ried fome  few  Months  before  with  the  Princefs 
Katherine^  his  Brother  Arthur  s  Widow,  they 
were  both  crowned  with  great  Pomp  and  So- 
lemnity on  the  24th  of  Junc^  then  next  enfu- 
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His  remarkable  Tranfadlions,  both  at  Home  and 
Abroad. 

1 .  In  1 5 1 0,  he  caufed  Empfon  and  Dudley^ 
to  be  convicted,  and  executed  as  Traitors ;  be- 
ing the  two  wicked  Inftruments  of  his  Father's 
Extortions. 

2.  In  15 12,  he  declared  War  with  France. 

3.  In  15 1 3,  he  not  ou\y  tco^^  To la'nay^  and 
feveral  other  Places  in  Frayice\  but  fignalizcd 
himfelf  in  a  pecuhar  Manner  at  the  Engage  - 
ment, called  the  Batth  of  the  Spurs. 

4.  In  the  fame  Year,  he  plained  a  fignal 
Viflcry  over  the  Scots^  at  Flodden. 

5.  In  1514,  he  concluded  a  Peace  v/ith 
France. 

6.  In.  15 1 7,  he  fupprefled  an  Infurrrcilon 
of  the  London- Apprentices^  on  Account  of 
Strangers  being  permitted  to  trade. 

7.  In  I546>  not  long  before  he  died,  he 
deftroyed  1148  Religious  Houfes,  and  feized 
their  Lands,  amountingro  no  lefsthan  183,707/. 
per  Annum  ;  with  which  Money  he  ere£lct' 
fix  Bifnopricks  ;  and  founded  Trinity  CoUi?^'- 
in  Cambridge y  and  Chrijl's  Hofpit/il  in  Londcrr 

FL's  iVIarriages  and  Ijjiic. 
Having  procured  a  Divorce  from  his  fnif 
Wjfe,  on  the  14th  of  y/i/>',  1531,  he  fepara- 
ted  himfe^jf  from  her,  and  never  u  w  )}er  inorc. 
He  had  liiue" by  her,  however,  two  Sonj^,  one 
of  whom  died  very  yo'int-. 

His  iecon0  Wife       /{.ma  Bullcny  hv  v/iionf 
CL  ^  ho 
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he  had  Iflfue  the  Princefs  Elizahetb^  afterwanJ 
Queen  of  Englayid^  and  a  llill-born  Son. 

His  third  Wife  was  the  Lady  ^ane  Seymou: 
by  v/hom  he  had  Ifi'uc  one  Son  only,  name.] 
Edwarcl^  wlio.  fucceeded  him  in  the  Throne. 

He  had  three  other  Wives,  but  by  them  he 
had  no  IUhe  at  all. 

Remdrkable  Occurrences  in  this  King's  Reign. 

1.  In  his  9th  Year,  the  Sweiiling-Sicknefs 
broke  out  and  carried  off  a  great  Number  of 
People;  and  in  his  13th  Year,  there  was  a 
Peflilence,  which  proved  equally  fatal. 

2.  In  his  19th  Year,  there  was  a  great  Scarci- 
ty of  Corn. 

3.  In  his  20th  Year,  the  Sweatlng-Sicknefa 
broke  out  once  more,  and  fwept  away  great 
Numbers  of  People. 

4.  In  his  36th  Year,  there  was  another  Pefti- 
lence  in  London^  which  carried  oft'  Thou- 
fands. 

His  Death  and  Burial. 
This  Prince  died  of  a  Complication  of  Hu- 
mours, falling  down  upon  an  old  Sore  in  his 
Leg,  on  the  28th  of  January^  I547»  ^^e 
56th  Year  of  his  Age,  after  he  had  reigned  37 
Years,  and  nine  Months.  He  was  interred 
at  Windfor. 

His  Chara5ler. 
He  was  a  very  aftive  Man,  and  well  (killed 
in  every  princely  Exercife.     He  was  valiant 
without  Oftentation  \  of  a  free,  generous 

Temper 
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Temper,  and  liberal  to  a  Profulion.  He  was 
a  good  Scholar,  and  took  more  Delight  than 
moft  Princes  do  in  the  Study  of  Philofophy, 
aad  other  abftf ufe  Sciencbs. 


^2 

« 


Edward 


Edward  VI.  the  XLIft  King  of  Enirland, 
Ir^inco,  and  irelarrd,  Defender  of  the  Faith, 
From  1547,  to  1553. 


iiVi  Character,  in  Meincrial  Verfe^r. 

r.dwaid  ivQi  lea^nd^  meck^  pintSyjuJi^  end  fu^^ 
A  Man  m  Council  ^  iho^  a  Chi  id  in  A-t : 
He  laid  the  Bofu  cf  the  Church  uue  i^aj] , 
Hii  U/icli i  ^arrtls  injur^^  t.^rn  the  im^j}. 


Edward  VL  The  XLIft  King  of 
England^  France^  and  Ireland^  De- 
fender of  the  Faith. 

His  CoTEr/IPORAIlIES. 


Popet. 
Paul  III.  1534- 
Julius  III.  ^S5^' 


Emperor. 
Charles  V.  ^SIQ* 

King  of  France, 
Henry  ll.  i547« 

His  Birth  and  EJucation. 
^"^^^y^DJVARD  niDGR  was  born  at 

^  ^  in  the  2§:h  Year  of  Hmry  Vlll. 
V^^^j*^  whom  he  fucceeded  in  the  Throne 
in  1546;  but  befjre  his  AcceiHon, 
and  before  he  attained  the  loth  A^ear  of  his 
Aoc,  through  the  Care  of  his  l^utor,  and  his 
own  Natural  Genius,  he  became  weli-.fkilled 
iifOt  only  in  x]\q  French^  Spanifiy  and  ItcUa'ii 
iJanguagcs,  but  had  alfo  made  fome  confider- 
able  Progrefs  in  the  Latin  and  Greek  Ciaffics. 
His  Coronation. 

On  the  6th  of  February  1 546,  Edward 
SryniGur^  Eail  of  Hertford^  was  appointed  Pror 
ieSfor^  and  on  the  20th  of  the  fame  Month, 
ihc*\oung  Trince  \va:>  crowned  at  Wefiinin* 

•". 

Remark- 
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.Remarkable  Tranfa5flons  during  his  Minoritr. 

I.  In  154.7,  the  Prote5lor  marched  with 
an  Army  into  Stotlandy  and  flew  near  13000 
of  his  Enemies  at  Pinkney-Field^  riear  J^liif- 
felbgrough.  This  War,  hov/ever,  coft  England 
near  1,433,0001.  . 

In  the  fame  Year  an  Infurreftion  happened 
in  Norfolk^  fomented  by  one  Kett^  a  Tanner; 
but  it  was  foon  fupprefFed:  for  Dudley^  Earl 
of  IVarwick^  went  down  with  an  Army,  in 
Auguji^  and  flew  5000  of  his  Followers,  and 
on  the  20th  of  November  followins  he  hanc-ed 
that  Ringleader  up  in  Chains  on  the  Top  of 
Norwich  -  Cajile, 

I550>   ^  Peace  was  concluded  with 
France. 

In  I55i>  the  ProtfSIor,  being  convidled  of 
Felony,  in  confpiring  to  kill  the  Earl  of 
IVarwickj  then  Duke  of  Northumberland^  who 
was  a  Privy- Counfel lor,  was  beheaded  for 
that  Offence,  and  Dudley  thereupon  procured 
the  Regency. 

In  1553,  the  Duke  of  Northumberland  i^e- 
vailcd  on  the  King  to  appoint  his  Daughter 
in- Law,  the  Lady  Jane  Grey^  to  be  his  Sue- 
ceflbr. 

Memorandum. 
The  young  King  himfelf  encouraged  Trade 
and  Commerce,  and  granted  very  important 
Privileges  to  the  Merchants.  He  likewifc 
ufed  his  beit  Endeavours  to  cflablifh  that  Rct 
formation  in  Scotland^  which  his  Father  had 
happily  begun.  And 
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And  fome  fliort  Time  before  his  Death,  he 
founded  St.  Bartholomew's  Hofpital,  and  made 
feveral  VQxy  confiderable  Additions  and  Im- 
provements to  Chriji\-Church  Hofpital,  and 
that  of  St.  Tlocmas  in  the  Borough  of  Sauth- 
zvark,  ► 

Remarkable  Occurrences  tn  this  Reign, 

1.  A  Sweating-Sickncfs  brokc'  out  in.  ^his 
Reign,  of  which  many  Perfons  died,  ^and 
particularly  the  two  Sons  of  Charki  Bran- 
don^ then  Duke  of  Suffolk  ^  died  with  in,  two 
Hours  of  each  other. 

2.  Six  Dolphins  were  caught  in  theThames^ 
the  lafi:  of  which  was  bigger  than  any 
Horfe. 

His  Death  and  Burial.  ^ 
In  the  Year  1558,  this  Prince  died,  un- 
married, in  the  i6th  Year  of  his  Age,  of  a 
lingering  Confun^ption,  at  his  Houfe  at  Green- 
wich in  Kent^  but  was  afterwards  interred  at 
Wejlminjier- Abbey. 

His  Character. 
He  had  a  great  Genius,  as  had  been  before 
hinted.  To  this  we  may  add,  that  he  under- 
ftood  the  Intereft  of  his  Kingdom  perfectly 
well.  However,  he  was  of  fo  fweet  and  mild 
a  Difpofition,  and  fo  averfe  to  all  Thoughts 
of  Perfecution,  that  he  would  not  fufFer  any 
Perfon  (be  his  Principles  what  they  would) 
to  be  put  to  Death,  on  Account  of  his  Senti- 
ments in  regard  to  Religion. 

Mary 


Mary  I.  the  XLIId  Monarch  of  England, 
France,  and  Ireland,  Defender  of  the  Faith. 
From  1553,  '558. 


Her  Character,  in  memori:.!  Vcrfes. 

JVhiU  Btoouj  Mary  fill'd  the  ¥^\v^i\£a  Thrcney. 
Ihe  Good  her  iirother  did^t  was  foon  undone ; 
TCImugh  her  Jhort  Re  'ign^  iho'  much  too  long^. 

was  feeny 
A  ik'khcd  h  'lgot^  and  a  cruel  S^uceyu 


MARY  L  the  XLII  Monarch  of 
E?iglm4y  France,  and  Ireland ^  De- 
fender of  the  Faith. 

Her  CoTKMPORARIE5. 

Popes.  Emperor. 

Jtdlus  llh      ,  1550.  Charles  V.  1519. 

Marcelluslh  1555.         King  of  France 

Paul  IV.  1555.  Henry  II.  1547- 

Her  Birth  arJ  Parentage. 

ff'^^'^'^ART  TUDOR,  the  only  Daughter 
)^  ^  )3(  of  Henry  VIII.  by  Catherine  of 
M  «S'p^/«5  was  born  at  Greenwich,  in 

kM^Jj^  the  Year  1515. 

Her  Acceflion Throne. 

This  Princefs,  on  the  Death  of  her  Bro- 
ther, fucceeded  him  in  the  Year  1553,  not- 
withftanding  the  CounciU  on  the  lOth  of 
July,  had  proclaimed  the  Lady  Jane  Grey* 

On  the  19th  of  the  fame  Month,  however. 
Queen  Jl^ary  prevailed  againft  her,  and  was 
proclaimed  Queen  accordingly.  Whereupon, 
as  the  Duke  of  -Northumberland  had  been  the 
'principal  Supporter  of  Queen  Jane,  his  Daugh- 
''ter-in-Law,  he  was  fent  forthwith  to  the 
Tow^r,  with  three  of  his  Sons ;  as  alfo  Dr. 
Ridley^  ^iftiop  of  Lonian. 

I 
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\n  Auguji  1553,  Bifliop  GW/W  was  made 
Lord  Chancellor,  and  Lord  High  Steward  tor 
the  Trial  of  the  aforefaid  Duke  and  his  Sons ; 
and  on  tlie  22d  of  the  fame  Month,  the  Duke 
was  condemned  and  executed,  with  feveral 
other  Adherents  to  the  Lady  Jone  Grey,  and 
in  Ofloher  then  following.  Queen  Mary  was 
crowned  at  IVeJimifiJier  WiXh  great  Pomp  and 
Solemnity. 

Her  remarkable  Tranfa^ions  confequent  there- 
upon. 

1.  On  the  1 8th  of  OSioher  1553,  She  re- 
pealed all  the  Statutes  which  had  been  made 
in  King  Edward's.  Reign,  and  had  any  Re- 
lation to  Religion  ;  and  on  the  3d  of  Novem- 
ber following,  Archbifhop  Cranmer^  Guild- 
ford^ Dudley^  and  the  Lady  Jane  Grey^  his 
Confort  at  that  Time,  were  all  condemned 
for  High  Trcafon. 

2.  In  1555,  a  Rebellion  was  fomented  by 
one  Sir  Thcmas  JVyaty  but  that  Confpiracy 
not  fucccedmg,  Wyat  was  beheaded  on  the 
iithof  April  \  and  the  next  Day,  the  Lady 
Jane^  together  with  her  Hufbnnd  and  Father, 
were  executed  as  I  raitors  to  tlie  Crown  ;  and 
on  the  23d,  the  Princefs  Elizabeth^  the  Q^iecn's 
Siller,  was  conhncd  in  the  Tower. 

Hsr  Marriage. 

3.  Prince  P/;////>,  arriving  in  Englqvdon  the 
19th  of  July  then  next  following,  their  Nup- 
tials were  folemnized  with  great  Pomp  and 
Alagnincence  at  IVincheJlcr  on  the  29th. 

Her 
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Ht:r  remarkable  TranfaSfions  after  that  Inter  - 
marriage. 

1.  She  fet  all  the  Roman  Catholics  at  Li- 
berty, in  the  firfl:  Place,  and  prohibited  the 
Exercife  of  any  other  Religion  whatfoever. 
She  reftored  likewife  the  Popifh  Prelates  to 
their  Sees,  and  deprived  feveral  of  the  re- 
formed Bifhops. 

2.  Soon  after,  Cardinal  Pole  came  into 
England^  and  a  New  Parliament  being  called, 
both  Houfes  fupprefied  the  Reformed  Re- 
ligion. 

3.  After  this,  She  ruled  over  the  Proteft- 
ants  with  a  Rod  of  Iron,  and  burnt  thofe  w^ho 
were  their  warmeft  Advocates. 

Her  Tranf actions  Abroad. 

1 .  After  thefe  violent  Proceedings  at  Home, 
She  entered  into  an  Alliance  with  4S'/?^?/«  again  ft 
France^  and  fent  over  80CO  Men  to  the  Af- 
fiftance  of  the  Spaniards  in  the  Low  Countries • 

2.  In  1558,  Calais  W2iS  furrendered  to  the 
Frenchy  notwithftanding  it  had  been  in  Pof- 
feffion  of  the  Englijk  200  Years. 

Remarkable  Occurrences  in  this  Reign, 

1.  The  great  Harry y  the  largeft  Man  of  War 
at  that  Time  in  England^  being  iooo  Tons 
Burthen,  was  accidentally  burnt,  in  her 
Firft  Year. 

2.  In  her  Second,  we  are  told  of  a  Rainbow 
reverfed,  and  two  Suns  ftiining  at  a  good 
Diftance  from  each  other. 

3.  Her  4th  Year  was  remarkable  both  for 

R  2  great 
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great  Scarcity  aftd  great  Plenty  j  for  Whcat> 
which,  before  Harveft,  was  fokl  for  Z^A 
i^j.  £fd.  per  Quarter,  was  fold^  afier 
•Harveft,  for  no  more  than  5  x. 

Her  Death  and  Burial. 
She  died  of  a  Complication  of  Diftcmpcrs, 
bccafioned,  as  fome  fay,  for  Grief,  after  a  Life 
of  43  Years,  and  a  Reign  of  5  Years,  4  Months 
and  II  Davs.  She  was  interred  m  Henry  the 
Vilth.  Chapel  but  without  any  Monument 
to  her  Remembrance. 

Her  Ch  a  rafter. 
She  had  fome  good  Qualities ;  but  they  were 
all  cither  eclipfed  or  lhadcd' by  her  Bigotry. 
She  was  perfedlly  cruel,  and  revengeful  to 
the  laft  Degree.  As  to  the  Maivagement  of 
StatCraffaiVs,  She  difcovercd  but  ^very  little 
Capacity  for  it^  and  ihe  Lofs  of  Catah  will 
be  an  cverlaftiug  Blot  to  her  Memory.  Her 
Reign  w^1s  one  Continued  Scene  of  Tyranny, 
wherein  She  inhumanly  murdered  great Nurp- 
bersof  her  innocent  Subjcfls^  and  the  on|^' 
Happinefs  attending  her  Rci^rn,  was  the  Shc^rt- 
Ecfs  of  it. 

Her  Reign,  in  a  Word,  was  a  Proof,  that  a 
l^opiifh  PriliCc  can  neither  enjoy,  nor  confer 
Happine^fs  in  the  Government  of  a  Protcfl- 
:ili\t  People 


Elizabeth,  the  XLIfld  Mwarch^  of  En- 
gland, F'rance  and  Ireland,  Defender  of  the 
Faith.    Framls^^H- to  ito;^. 


Her  Character,  in  memorial' V(?i-fes. 

The  fam^d  Eliza'j  long  and  glorious  Reign 
^eWd  Romifh  Super jlition^  hurahled  Spain  : 
Invajions^  Plots^  her  Genius  fear  d  above  -y^ 
Kapfy  in  &ervants^  and  her  Suhjc^s  Love. 

R  3 


Ei  izABETH,  the  XLIIId  Monarch 
of  England^  France^  and  Ir dandy 
Defender  of  the  Faith.  ^ 


Her  CO.TEMPORARIES. 


l> 


PiasV. 

Cic^on  XllL 

Urban  V\L 
'G/egoryXiV. 
J  Ji  no  cent  IX. 


^559- 
1 565. 

1572. 

1 590. 
3590. 
1591. 

1  T)2. 


Empsrbrs.  ' 
Ferdinand  I.  r558. 
/ljaxi?nUu4n\\,  1 364. 
RodclphusU.  I  1576. 

Kings  of  B^anxc. 
Henry  il.  ,  1647- 
Francis  11.  ■  ■  1559. 
Charley  \X.  '  156c. 
/^<f«77  III.  ^  1574- 
Hen?yYV.     \  i5i>9- 


Her  Birth  ^7;^//  Parentage. 
fC^f:y^^i\LIZ/1BETH  TUDOR  wis  the 
^(  £  ^t^^'y  Daughter  of //r;7r;^yiUth  by 
'  ^  ^'^^^  /^z///£'«,  and  born  at  Green- 

1533- 

//ifr  Acceffion-  /"i?  Throne^ 
On  the  15th  cf  'JavMary  15 58,  fl^e  was 
crov/neu  2i\.lP^eJi?ninJier^  wiih  great  Pomp  end 
Solemnity. 

Tho'  this  R.ei2:ii  was  a  lon^r  niid  ;zlorioijs 
One  ;  y^t  in  order  to  keep  up  as  flridlly  as  pof- 
fible  to  our  firfl  intended  Breyit\^  v/cihali  cn- 

deavc  T 
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deavour  to  collevEl  the  moix  me7norabie  PaJJijges 
of  it  into  the  following  Me?nofandums. 

Memoranduins. 

1.  As  this  illuftrious  Princefs  was,  in  the 
Bloom  of  her  Youth,  acquainted  with  Sorrows, 
and  for  12  Months  fucceilively  a  clofe  Prifoner 
in  the  Tower,  it  is  no  Wonder,  that  on  her 
fudden  Efcape  from  thence,  through  the  Death 
of  her  Sifter,  that  fne  was  pafdonatelv  fond  of 
Liberty  without  Controul. 

2.  Itwasowino;,  in  all  Probability,  to  that 
peculiar  Love  of  Freedom,  that  Ihe  percmpto- 
fiiy  declared,  v/iicn  ihe  Vv^as  warmly  prefl  by 
her  Parliament  to  marry,  that  it  was  her  firm 
Refolution  to  live  and  die  their  Virgin- ^een» 

3.  Notwithftanding  that  abfolute  Declara- 
tion, it  is  generally  thought,  that  by  her  more 
than  common  Efieem  for  Robert  Dudley  j  whom 
fhe  created  Earl  of  Leicejier^  and  the  Earl  of 
EJfex^  on  whom  fhe  beftowed  feveral  very  im- 
portant Pofts,  that  {he  was  not  altogether,  in 
her  Heart,  infenfible  to  Love;  but  upon  their 
growing  proud  and  infolent,  fhe  fhewed,  that 
file  had  Spirit  enough,  not  only  to  mortify  their 
Ambition,  but  to  cut  them  oft',  tho'  at  the  fame 
Time  fhe  gave  the  feverefl  Check  to  the  Vio- 
lence of  her  own  Inclinations. 

4.  Tho*  her  fevere  Proceeding  againfl  Ala- 
ry Qiieen  of  Scots^  was  one  of  the  greatefl 
Blots  in  her  Reign;  yet,  as  there  were,  at 
leafl:,  fome  feemingly  jufl  Grounds  for  her 
Jcaloufy  and  Refentment,  we  are  willing  to 

R  4  hope 
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hope,  that  Action  was  pardonable,  tho*,  doubN 
Itrn,  hi-hly  blame-worchy. 

5.  She  was  involved  \i\  few  Wars  of  any 
great  Alcmenr,  that  v/ith  £j)<2;V7  only  excepted, 
who,  in  (qx  out  xhzir  invincible  Armada^ 
»s  they  haughtily  fiiied  if,  to  invade  Ev.gland\ 
; v.jt  Providence  very  vifiMy  apncarod  in  lier  Fa- 
vour ;  and  by  a  violent  Stor;Ti  destroyed  fuch  a 
Number  of  their  Shipb,  that  they  returned 
Home  without  making  any  Attempt  \o  land 
upon  her  Coafls. 

6.  After  that  niiraculous  Prcfervation,  ftc 
mainta  ned  England^  (or  nnany  Years  together, 
1:1  a  State  of  perfect  P;?acc  and  'rrnnqullity. 

7.  As  (he  aiTumed  the  Character  of  Head 
and  Supreme  Goverriefs  of  the  Proteftant 
Church,  both  in  Spirituals  and  Temporals^ 
'tis  no  Wonder,  that  her  implacable  Enemies^ 
the  Jefuits^  were  frequently  forming  private 
Conl'piracies  againft  her  Life;  but  luch  was 
her  Dextbrity  and  Addrcfs,  that  fhc  always 
made  a  timely  Dlfcovcry  of  their  heliirn  Machi- 
nations, and,  confequeiuly,  made  Examples 
5f  the  Ring- leaders,  and  ruled  the  Reft  with  a 
Rod  of  Iron,  according'  to  their  Demerits. 

8.  Ai*  fnc  never  married,  and  confcquently 
had  no  Iffuc,  in  her  ended  the  Line  of  tho  Tu^ 
dors^  which  be^^an  irt  h^r  Grandfather. 

Remarkable  Occurrences  in  this  hng  Re:^n. 
I,  In  her  5th  Year,  there  died  in  London^  and 
in  the  Parts  adiacent,  no  If:fs  than  ii^^bb^ 

Pa- 
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Pctiom-,  of  whom  20,136  were  of  the 
Plague. 

2.  ThAt  Plague  was  follov/cd  by  a  great  Fa- 
mine, and  an  Earthquake. 

3.  In  1567,  the  Royal  Exchange  in  Cornhill 
was  erefted  at  the  Expence  of  Sir  Thomai 
Grf/Ioam^  the  Merchants  before  meeting  ia  • 
the  open  Street, 

4.  In  this  Reign  there  were  divers  other  un- 
ufual  Events,  which  our  intended  Brevity 
obliges  us  to  pafs  over  in  Silence. 

Her  Death  Burial. 

In  Marck^  l6c2,  this  illuftrious  Qj^ieen 
was  taken  ill,  and  appointed  ^^7/72^^  VI.  King 
of  Scots^  to  be  her  Succeffor. 

In  the  fame  Month,  fhe  died  at  the  Age 
of  69  Years,  fix  Months,  and  feven  Days, 
after  a  Reign  of  4(^' Years,  fouf^Months,  and 
eight  Days. 

She  was  buried  in  Henry  the  Vllth's  Cha- 
pel, where  King  James^  her  Succefibr,  ere^St- 
ed  a  ftately  Monument  to  her  Memory. 
Her  Character. 

She  was  looked  upon  as  tolerably  handfome, 
and  her  Air  was  noble  and  majeftic ;  but 
wha,t  file  was  more  peculiarly  valued  and  re- 
garded for,  was,  her  courteous  and  affable 
Deportment  to  all  her  Pioteftant  Subjc£ts, 
which  made  them  almoft  adore  her.  As  to  her 
mental  Qualities,  Ihe  was  a  great  Scholar, 
and  had  a  great  Share  of  Wit  j  her  Judgment 

was 
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was  found,  and  fhc  was  univcrfally  allowed  to 
be  an  excellent  CEconomift.  She  talked  fe- 
veral  Languages,  with  the  fame  Fluency  as 
her  Mother  Tongue,  and  was  fo  perfeil  a 
Politician,  that  fhe  was  the  Admii  ation  of  all 
foreign  Princes. 


James 


James  T.  Kitig  of  En^hnd^  Scotland,  France, 
mid  Ireland,  Defender  of  the  Faithy  &c. 
Fro??i  l6c2  to  1625. 


His  Character,      raeniorial  Verfes. 

England'^  firfi  Stuart  frc?n  the  Scotran  CUfne^ 
Learn' dy  hut  pedantic  ;  peaceful  to  a  Crime  . 
His  weaky  yet  arbitrary  ASls  prepare 
A  Scrfie  of  Ills  for  his  fuccccding  Heir. 


Ja-mfs  I.  Kmg  of  Ejiglamfy  .Scof M?i J, 
FrancCy  and  Ireland,  Defender  of 
the  Faith,  (3c.  the  firft  oi' the  Sur- 
name of  Stuart^  and  the  firft  Oj> 
Great 'Br  it  am. 

Not^,  The  Crowns  cf  Scotland  and  Eng- 
land are from  }Knc£-foru}ard  united. 


Hh  CoTEM 

Popes. 
CTeimntyiW.  1592. 
Leo  IX;        •  1605^. 

pwrir.      160  J. 

Gn;^v  XV.  1621. 

L>A^7f^VlII.  i'623. 


PORARISS. 

Empcr*ors. 
Rodolphus  JI.     J 576. 
'  Mathias  I.  ;6i2. 
Ferdinond  II.  1619. 

Kings  of  France. 
Uenry^V,  I.5S9. 
ZrzrrV  XIII.  l6io. 


j&f/i  Birth  Parentage. 

JM^")^Q9('^HIS  wife  and  peaceful  Prince,  who 
)^  y  )^  wp.s  rhe  S'on  of  the  unfortunate 
M       )6C  Qijeen  of   ScotSy  whom 

KJ^CMjt^  Queen  £'//z;7^r/A  had,  through  Jea- 
loufv,  cut  oft,  and  Heiiry  Stuarty 
the  Lord  Darnly^  was  born  in  the  Caftle  of 
Edinburgh  on  the  i^\)n      June  1566. 
His  Ma  rriage,.       liTucs  Male  akd  Femak, 
This  Prince   (by  the  Reeommcndation  of 

Qiieen 
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Queen  Elizabeth )  intermarried  with  /fn^ne^  the 
Daughter  of /'r^^^r/j  II.  King  of  Denmark  anci 
Norway^  in  the  i6th  Year  of  her  Age,  with 
whom  he  hved  very  happily,  and  in  good  Cor- 
rcfpondence  with  Queen  Elizabeth^  as  the  007 
Jy  Way  to  fecure  the  Crown,  ihe  having  a  lit- 
tle before  her  Death  declared  him  her  Succef- 
for. 

By  her  he  had  IlTue  Male,  i.  Henry.  2. 
Robert^  who  died  young.    And,  3.  Charles. 
His  Female  Ifiue  were  named  Elizabeth^  Mar^ 
garet^  Mary^  and  Sophia^  who  all  died  young. 
His  Acceffion  to  the  Throne. 

On  the  15th  of  July  1603  (being  the  Fef- 
tival  of  his  Name-fake  'i^t.  James)  he  and  his 
Qiieen  were  crowned  at  Wejimmjier^  by  Arch- 
bilhop  IVhitgift^  with  great  Solemnity  and 
"Magnificence. 

Memorandums, 
I.  As  this  wife  and  peaceable  Prince  never 
entered  into  any  Wars  either  2xHome  or  Abroad^ 
thro'  his  natural  Pufillanimity  \  and  as  his  Sub- 
jects lived,  during  his  whole  Reign,  in  one 
continued  Scene  of  Peace  and  Tranquility,  he 
employed  his  Time  in  a  widely  different  Man- 
•net  from  mofl:  of  his  PredeceiTors,  that  is  to 
^ay,  in  the  Study  of  controverfial  Divinity; 
and  fo  fond  was  he  of  that  Part  of  his  Title, 
the  Def£?2der  of  the  Faith^  that  he  not  only 
.wrote,  but  publifned,  feveral  very  learned 
Tri^cis,,  in  order  to  put  an  End  to  the  religious 
Debates,  whicli  at  that  Time  ran  high,  be- 
tween 
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twcen  thofe  who  were  Advocates  for  Eplfcopal 
Government,  and  the  then  DiJienters  from  the 
Eftabhflied  Church. 

2.  His  principal  Favourites  were  Robert 
Carry  the  then  Earl  of  Somerfct^  and  George 
VillerSy  then  Duke  of  Buckingham, 

3.  The  two  moft  confpicuous  of  his  Subjefts 
for  their  extraordinary  Learning,  were  i'wtVal- 
ter  Raleigh^  who  wrote  the  univerfally  admired 
Hiftory  of  the  World,  and  the  then  Lord  Chan- 
cellor Bacon  but  the  Execution  of  the  former, 
at  the  Inftigation  of  Gundamore^  the  Spani/h 
Ambafiador,  will  be  an  eternal  Blemilh  on  this 
Reign. 

Remarkable  Occurrences  In  this  R/i(rn, 

1.  In  his  firfl:  Year^  there  was  a  great  Plague, 
which  lafted  from  December  1602  to  the 
fame  Month  in  1 603,  and  carried  off  30,578 
Perfons,  of  whom  309a  died  in  one  Week. 

2.  In  his  fccond  Year,  was  difcovered  the  ex- 
ecrable Gun-powder  Plot,  by  which  the  De- 
ftrudtion  of  Kino:  and  Parliament,  with  one 
Blaft,  was  concerted.  Sir  Everard  Dighy^ 
Caiesby^  Guy  Faux^  and  feveral  others,  were 
executed  on  that  Occafion. 

3.  In  his  3d  Year,  a  great  Porpus^  and  not 
Ions  after  that,  a  IVhale  was  taken  in  the 

*    Thames  J  not  far  from  London, 

j(,y  \r\  his  4th  Year,  the  Severn  overflowed 
its  Banks,  and  caufed  a  prodigious  Inunda- 
tion in  the  Counties  of  Gloucejier  and  Somer^ 
ht, 

5.  In 
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5.  In  his  6th  Year,  there  was  a  reinarkable 
PVoft,  which  began  in  December  3nd  lafed, 
without  IntermilTion  till  the  y^r// toll  owing. 

6.  In  1 61 3,'  the  Town  of  Dorchejier  was  en- 
tirely confumed  by  Fire  ;  and.  tho'  it  did 
20O5Q00  /.  Damage,  there  was  not  one  hu- 
man Life  loft.        .   ,  ; 

7.  In  this  Reignf  a  new  Tranflation  of  ihe 
Bible  was  made,  which  is  the  fame  Verfion 
that  is  now  in  Ufe. 

Hh  Death  and  Burial. 

This  King  "James  died  at  Theobalds  in  Hirt- 
fordjhirey  on  the  27th  of  March^  1625,  of  a 
tertian  Ague,  in  the  6oth  Year  of  his  Age, 
after  having  been  King  of  Scotland  59  Years, 
three  Months,  and  twelve  Days  j  and  of  £n^ 
glands  22  Years,  and  three  Days.  A  ftately 
Maufoleum  was  eredled  in  Wejlminjler- Abbey 
at  his  funeral  Obfequies. 

His  Charaften 

He  was  a  Pedant  in  Literature,  and  bufied 
himfelf  more  in  School-'Controverfies  than  the 
Arts  of  Government.  He  was  fometimes 
zealous  for  JReligion  to  a  Fault  \  and  at  others 
as  much  too  lukewarm.  He  was  juft  the  Re- 
verfe  of  his  great  Predecefibr  in  Pomt  of  Tem- 
per. For  Queen  Elizabeth  being  very  impe- 
rious and  very  artful,  and  he  fo  weak,  and  fo 
pacific,  .his  Enemies  (by  Way  of  Ridicule) 
were  ufed  to  call  her  Reign,  the  Reign  of  King 
Elizabeth^  and  his,  that  of  Qiieen  James. 


Charles 


Charles  I.  the  XLVth  ATi'// -9/ Eni;iand, 
France,  fif  c.  and  the  Second  of  Great  iiritaiiit 
Fro?n  162s  to  1 64  J. 


Her  Character,  in  memorial  Verfes, 

Xh:happy  Primr  /  his  Fate  atoms  his  Fault ; 
N^t  ivcak^  hut  ohftxjiate^  ayid  hadly  tauglrt: 
(Jur  Conftitutk>n^  /mrt  h  Icnvlefs Deeds ^ 
li  quite  juft^^nded^  ' itfhcri 4he  Mon^vch  b Ms. 


Charles  I.  the  XLVth  King  of 
Engla?2dy  France  and  Irela?2a and 
the  Second  of  Great- Brit ai?;. 

His  COTEMPORARIES. 

Popes.  Ferdi77a?jdll\,  1557. 

UrbanYlW.      1623.  Kings  of  France. 

'Innocent  X.       1 644.  Lewis  X  [  1 1.      1 6 1  cu 

Emperors.  Lewis  XIV.  i^^43« 

Ferdinand  II.     16 ig.  . 

Birth  and  Education . 

|>r^^1^i»H IS  Unhappy  Prince,  whowasihc 
T        third  Son  cf  King  "James  1.  w.^.f 
^  I^orn  at  Diunferhnz  in  Scotland^  ok 

H.^^JN(  the  iQthof  A'i?z.w;Z'<?r,  1600. 
///i  Ivlarriage  ^7^2^  Iflue. 
On  the  I  ith  of  ALy  162,5^  this  Prince  in- 
tc: married  with  the  P;incefs  Henrietta  Maria ^ 
the  voungeft  Daughter  of  Henry  tJie  IV^th  or 
France^  and  their  Nuptiais>Wv^re  folemnized  ac 
Paris^  the  Duke  of  Chevrcux  acting  as  the 
King's  Proxy.  On  the  13th  of  Juru\  than 
following,  the  Queen  landed  at  Z)i?i/^r,  where 
King  Chai'les  met  her,  aiid  conduv^ed  her  frciu 
thence  diredlly  to  Catitcrbury^  and  there  th^ 
Marriage  was  confnmniated  that  very  Nigh^ 
By  this  Q^icen,  in  Procef^cf  Tims'  he  had  four 
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Sons  and  five  Daughters,  vi%.  i.  Ckarks- 
yameSy  hon\  Greenwich^  1628,  but  died  as 
loon  as  chriHened.  2.  Charles^  who  fucceed- 
cd  to  the  Crov/n.  '^'^.yarncs^  likewiTe  his  Sue- 
c  efibr.    4.  Henry y  afterwards,  Duke  of  GIch- 

cejier.-  Daughters:  I.  Mary,    2.  Elha- 

beth,     3.  Anne.    4.  Catherine ^  who  died  4I  - 
inollas  foon  as  born.    And  5.  Henrietta, 
His  Coronation. 
On  the  2d  of  Ftiruaryy  1 62^,  he  was  crown- 
ed at  JVcjhninfter  with  the  ufual  Solemnities. 
His  remarkable^ X2iV\'i-Adi\on%  loth  at  Home  and 
Abroad. 

T.  Soon  after  his  Marriage,  he  dechired 
War  againft  Spain ^  in  order  to  take  Car/iz  j 
but  that  Projeft  failed. 

2.  At  the  Sohcitation  of  his  F'avourite,  the 
Duke  of  Buckingham^  he  fent  him  with  100  Sail 
of  Ships  from  Port/mouth  toRochelle  in  France^ 
in  order  to  fuccour  the  Proteftants  there,  who 
were  thrcatned  with  a  Siege :  But  the  poor 
diftrefled  Proteftants  met  with  no  Relief  from 
that  intended  Expedition,  the  Duke  being 
killed  by  one  Fdton^  a  Lieutenant  of  Foot,  at 
Portfrnouth  before  the  Fleet  had  fet  Sail. 

3.  He  entered  into  a  War  with  the  ScotSy 
who,  through  their  Difcontents,  at  laft  brought 
him  to  a  moft  unworthy  End. 

4.  In  the  Year  1640,  his  Parliament  declar- 
ed open  W ar  againft  him,  and  entered  into  a 
Combination  with  the  ^r^/J;  Rebels,  in  order 
to  introduce  a  nopular  Government. 

5.  la 
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5.  In  1642,  htknt  out  Fnnce  Rupert,  his 
Nephew,  with  a  confiderable  Army  againft 
thofe  his  rebellious  Subjects ;  but  they  were 
routed  at  Marj ion -Moor,  by  the  t/arl  of  Man- 
€hejler,  who  then  headed  the  Forces  belonging 
to  the  Parliament. 

'6,  On  the  14th  of  June,  1645,  he  headed 
an  Army  himfelf  againft  thofe  Rebels;  but 
had  the  Mortification  to  be  defeated  at  Naij^ 
bury,  by  the  Loid  Fairfax, 

7.  Soon  after  that  Defeat,  he  withdrew  to 
Wales ;  h'om  thence  to  Oxford ;  and  at  laft, 
as  his  dernlere  Reforte,  he  went  over  to  the 
Scotch  Army ;  but  even  amongft  them  he  was,  in 
ElFecl,  no  better  than  a  Prifoner ;  and,  inftiort, 
not  long  afterwards  they  delivered  him  up  (for 
a  large  Sum  of  Money)  to  the  Comrniffioners 
of  the  Parliament^  who  imprifoned  him  firft  in 
Hainpton-Coiirt :  But  making  his/Efcape  from 
thei^e,  he  fled  to  the  llle  of  Wight,  where  he 
was  foon  feized  by  a  Party  of  Oliver  Cro?nwdIFs 
Soldiers,  who  carried  him  hrft  to  Hurfl  Cafile, 
from  thence  to  V/indfor,  and  at  laft  to  St. 
'Ja?nes's  Palace. 

.  u.p.  ..Soon  after  his  Arrival  at  St.  Jameses,  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  eibbllflied  a  pretended 
High  Court  of  Juuice,  in  order  to  bring  his 
Caufe  to  a  forman^nal ;  at  v/hich  .  General 
F Air  fax,  Oliver  CrcTr.wel,  and,  Henry  Iritci:, 
£fc|^;  w^ith  about  i5Qi?ioie,  were  fo  prefump- 
tuous  as  to  fit  as  Judges  5  and  one  Bradpaiv,  as 
i  Telident  of  that  W'icked  Tribunal- 

S  2  9.  Tho' 
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9.  Tho'  the  King,  indeed^  neter  w^iuld 
acknowledge  the  Authority  of  that  Court ; 
yet  they  would  hearken  to  no  Realon  for  his 
Rtrfufal ;  and  after  drawing  up  fcvcral  i^r tides 
of  Impeachment  agiii^tft  him,  but  patticularly 
that  for  fomenting  the  Rebellion  in  /  \ 
.where  no  lefs  than  40^0Cv'3  EngUjh  havi  ,y.<i\ 
malTacred ;  and  being  tried,  in  Form,  U{>on 
thcfe  Articles  of  Impeachment^  he  was  fecund 
guilty  and  condemned  to  be  beheaded,  asaTy^ 
rarrt,  a  Traitor,  a  Murderer,  and  the  publ.c 
jEnemy  of  his  People. 

Remarktihlc  Occurrences  in  ihis  Reign^ 

1 .  In  his  firlt  Year,  a  violent  Plague  broke  out 
in  London^  which  proved  more  fatal  than  that 
which  happened  in  his  Father's  Reign. 

2.  Inhisfecond  Year,  great  Earthquakes  were 
.    felt  in  divers  Parts  of  the  Kingdom. 

.3.  In  the  Year  1631,  moft  of  the  Houfes  or 
Lotulcn- Bridge^  which  before  made  a  beau- 
tiful Street,  were  burnt  to  the  Ground, 

His  Death  and  Bunai. 
On  Tuefaay  the  30th  of  January^  164^,  the 
fatal  Stroke^  purfuant  to  the  Sentence  paft  but 
three  Days  Dcfore,  was  given  by  an  Execution- 
er wno  was  mafked,  and  unknown  ;  but  ma- 
ny have  conjedtured,  that  tixht^  Oliver  Cro?n"X'cl 
Ireto/?y  was  the  Man. 

After  this  mercilefs  Execution,  his  Bodv 
was  expofed  to  public  View  for  fome  Days  in 
one  of  the  Apartments  at  IVhite-hati ;  and  af- 
terwards carriked  to  Windjor^  where  his  mang- 
led 
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led  Remains  were  interred  in  St.  George's  Cha- 
pel, with  only  a  plain  Infcription  on  the  Plate 
of  his  CoiBn. 

Memc7'andu7ns, 

1 ,  It  was  R€->th€f -th€  ^&tch^  nor  the  Pref-^ 
hyicrians^  nor  the  Parliament^  hut  thQ  Inc/epen- 
dents^  that  put  this^Prince  to  Death. 

2.  His  Miijefty  was  attended  at  the  Time 
of  his  Martyrdom  by  Dr.  Ju-rion^  then  Bifhop 
of  London^  at  which  Time  he  openly  declared, 
that  he  died  a  Proteftant  of  the  Church  of  En- 
gland^ and  denied  -that  he  had  any  ill  Deiigns 
againft  his  People. 

3*  His  Deportment  upon  thfe  ScafSpId  was 
very  decent ;  2lnd  he  fubmltted  to  the  Axe  with 
the  utmoft  Intrepidity  and  Rellgnation  to  the 
divine  Will. 

His  CharaSfer. 
Vit  was  teligious,  chafte,  courteous,  and 
intrepid.  He  had  a  great  Penetration  and  a 
found  Judgment.  By  fome,  indeed,  he  was 
looked  upon  as  a  weak  Prmce,  entirely  govern- 
ed by  his  Confort,  and,  one  who  was  his  pe- 
culiar Favourite ;  by  whofe  Perfuafions  he  car- 
riedrfuch  Schemes  into  Execution  as  made  his 
^ubjeds  firft -murmur,  and  at  laft  bieak  out 
intoopen  Rebellion  againfl:  him. 


Charles 


Charles  II,  the  XLVIth  King  of  England, 
France,  &c.  and  the  3^  cf  Great-Britain. 
From  1649  nominally  y  adfually  fro?n  i66o  to 
1685. 


His  Character,  in  memorial  Verfes. 


Gay^  fprightly^  heedlefs^  affable ^  and  Inud ; 
In  Chdrln:s's  Court  few  Cares  did  hng  intrude: 
But  Popijh  Injiucnce  Jlain^d  his  latter  Day^ 
/>  ith  Fluts  and  Fi.ws^  and  arbitrary  Sway, 


Charles  IL  The  XLVIth  King  of 
E?2gland^  France y  ^ndi  Irelajid^  and 
the  Third  of  Great-Britain. 

His  COTEMPORARIES. 

Popes.  Emperor. 

AkxanderWll.  1655.    Leopold.  1658, 

CkmtntlX,  1667.  I     King  of  France. 

Cie??ihitX.  1670.    Lewis  XiV,  1643, 

JnnscentXl.  1676. 

Preliminary  Memorandums, 
I.  l^^^^^s^HIS  Prince  was  only  a  nominal 
^  )^  Monarch  from  the  Year  1649 
'  ^  to  1660.  For, 

'^^^J^  2.  The  Interregnujn^  or  Z^r- 
pation  was  continued  all  that 
Time,  in  the  firft  Place,  under  the  Title  of 
the  Common-wealth ;  then  under  Oliver  Crom- 
welU  PrGteclor\  and  at  his  Deccafe,  under 
Richard^  his  eldeft  Son,  as  Pr^/^^i>rlikewife. 

3.  On  his  Refignation,  the  Government 
was,  for  a  Time,  in  a  perfeft  State  of  Anar- 
chy and  Confufion,  till  Monarchy  at  laft, 
thro'  the  Aid  and  Affiftance  of  General  Monk^ 
once  more  regained  its  Place. 

4.  In  regard  to  Oliver ^  the  moft  implaca- 
ble of  his  Enemies  would  readily  allow,  that 

tlio' 
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tho'  he  was  a  very  wicked,  yet,  ait  the  fame 
Time,  he  was  a  very  great  Man. 

5.  As  to  his  Son  Richi^dy  tho'  he  was  ac- 
tually (Jcdafed  Pfote^or^  yet  not  having  either 
the  Spirit  or  Abilities  of  his  Father,  he  foon 
rcfigncd.thc  Ti^e  he  had  afiumed. 

6.  Tis  highly  probable,  that  neither  he, 
nor  his  Brother  Henrys  who  was  at.that  Time, 
Lieutenant  o(  Ireland,  and  was  greatly  belov- 
ed there,  and  was  much  more  able  to  have 
fupported  the  Burden  of  that  high  Poft,  in 
Reality  approved  of  their  Father's  Ufurpation, 
and  for  that  Reafon  gave  Way  to  thofe  Pow- 
ers which  ioic  up  to  Ui^pplant  them  ;  for  Both 
of  them,  'tis  well  known,  were  not  only  fuf- 
lirred  to  ipend  their  Days  in  Peace  after  thi 
Rtjioratior.^  but  had  many  Inftances  of  Rcl 
pe6t  fnevvn  them  by  the  Royal  Family. 

Ha  Birth  and  Parentage. 
This  Charles  II.  who  was  the  cldeft  Son  o 
Charles  f.  and  his  Qi^icen  Hefirletia^  was  bor: 
in  the  Year  167c  at  St.  'Jameses  Palace. 
His  various  Alisfortunes  during  his  Minority 
mid  Exile. 

1.  At  twelve  Years  of  Age,  he  was,  with 
his  Father,  at  the  B.ttile  of  Ed'^e-hill  \  and  at 
feventecn,  he  appeared  at  the  Head  of  an  Army 
in  the  Weft  \  whenrc  from  Cjrnumll  he  was 
tjanfported  to  the  Ifland  of  Scilly;  from 
tijcnce  to  J^^'fy ;  and  afteiv/ards  to  the  Q^iccn, 
his  Mother,  in  France, 

2.  In 
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2.  In  the  Year  1648,  he  made  an  Attempt 
to  refcue  his  Father,  who  was  then  a  Prifoner 
in  the  Ifle  of  IVight ;  but  that  well-intended 
Project  proved  inefFeftual. 

3.  An  A6t  was  paft  by  the  then  rebellious 
Parliament  for  his  Exclufion  of  the  Crown. 

4.  Tho'  he  was  faluted  as  King  in  Holland  j 
and  from  thence  went  into  Scotland^  in  the 
Year  1650,  and  fooh  after  his  Arrival  was 
crowned  at  Scbne^-^  yet  finding  that  Fortune 
was  impropitious  to  him  there;  he  marched 
foon  afterwards  into  England;  but  C?'07nwell 
m^tw'iih  him  ztTVorceJier^  and  fo  totally  de- 
feated him  there,  that  he  was  obliged  to  wan- 
der about  the  Kingdom  in  Difguife  for  fix: 
Weeks  together;  'till  at  laft,  thro' imminent 
Dangers,  he  arrived  fafe  at  Havre  de  Gracey 
in  France <i  where  he  was  treated,  indeed,  as 
King  of  Great  Britain  for  feveral  Years,  till 
Cromwell^  thro'  his  Influence,  procured  his 
Removal  from  that  Kingdom. 

5.  From  thence  he  roved  all  over  Germany^ 
Spain^  and  Flanders^  in  a  very  m.elancholy 
Manner,  till  in  the  Year  1660,  thro' the  good 
Providence  of  the  Almighty,  he  v/as  happily 
rellored. 

His  Coronation. 
On  the  22d  of  Jpril  1661,  he  was  crowned 
at  Wejiminjier  v»?ith  great  Pomp  and  Solemnity, 
and  the  univerfal  Acclamations  of  the  People. 


T 


2 1 8      Hifiory  of  ENG LAND. 

His  remarkable  Trail fadlions,  both  at  Hotnt-aKil 
Abroad. 

1.  He  pafled  an  A6i  of  Indemnity <^  with'  an 
Extepticti  againft  29  of  his  Father's  Judge^^ 
who  were  all  fentenccd  to  die,  tho'  no  more 
than  ten  of  them  were  actually  executed  ;  the 
Relt  bdng  referved  for  other  Punifbmcnts  ac- 
cording to  their  Demerits. 

2.  After  that,  he  fettled  all  A4atters  on  the 
fame  Footing  as  they  flood  before  the  Year 
164.0. 

3.  Tho'  he  engaged  in  fomc  foreign  Wars,  \ 
and  firft  with  the  Dutch^  in  which  he  proved 
lucceibful  j  and  afterwards  with  the  French 
2ind  Danes ;  yet  on  the  29th  of  1667,  a  j 
Peace  was  concluded  with  them  ^11  stt  Breda, 

His  Ma)  ridge  and  IJJue, 
This  Monarch  intermarried  with  Catherine^ 
the  Daughter  of  Don  Juan  IV.  then  King  of 
Portugal^  with  whom  he  had  about  two  Mil-  , 
lions  of  Crujculcs^  that  is,  about  300,000/.  ^ter-  \ 
ling^  for  her  Portion.    1  ho'  he  had  no  Iflue  f 
by  her,  it  is  true  j    ycp^  by  l)is  Concubines,  < 
who  were  numerous,  he  left  a  long  Train  of  . 
Sons  and  Daugbt^^rs  behi/id  him.  : 
Remarkable  Occurrences  /;/  this  Reign. 

1.  On  the  3d  of  September^  being  the 
Night  that  Oliver  died,  there  was  a  moft 
violent  Tempeft:  of  Wind,  fuch  as  has  not 
been  fince  equalled,  except  by  the  Storm  on 
the  26th  o{'  November^  ^7^3' 

2.  In  1665,  a  dreadful  Plague  fwept  away  no 

Icfs 
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hk  than  So^oooPerfons  in  the  City  of  Lon- 
don. 

3.  In  1666,  13^200  Houfes,  befides  89 
Churches,  &€,  were  confumed  by  Fire. 

4.  In  1683,  ^^^^  was  a  moft  fevere  Froft, 
which  began  in  November ,  and  laft'ed  till  the 
5th  of  February, 

His  Death  and  Burial. 
This  King  died  on  the  6th  of  -February^ 
168^,  not  without  Sufpicion  of  Poifon 5  in  the 
55th  Year  of  his  Age,  after  an  ailu'al  Reign 
of  24  Years,  eight  Months,  and  nine  Days. 
He  was  interred  in  Wejiminjler- Abbey ^  where 
his  Figure,  in  Wax,  fully  drefled,  is  ftill  to 
be  feen. 

HU  Character. 
He  was  exceedingly  courteous  and  complai- 
fant,  and  perfectly  eafy  in  Converfation.  He 
was  a  Man  of  a  fprightly  Genius,  a  clear  Con- 
ception, and  a  found  Judgment,  He  under- 
ftood  the  Good  of  his  Country  much  better 
than  any  of  his  ableft  Minifters  :  His  two  prin- 
ciple Foibles  were  his  Liberality  to  his  Friends, 
which  was  almoft  boundlefs,  and  his  AfFe<3:ion 
for  th€  Fair  Sex,  which  was  almoft  univerfal. 


James 


James  II.  the  XLVIIth  King  of  Englan 
France,  ^c.  and  the  Fourth  of  Great  Bl 
tain.    Frofn  1685  to  1688. 


His  Character,      memorial  Verfes. 

Blinded  with  T^caU  this  furious^  popijh  King 
Rome' J  Yoke  on  England  fought  again  to  brini 
He^  whilf  he  reign'd^  ifurp'd  a  lawUjs  Sway 
7;i!/ William  came^  and  open  d  Freedom  s  Day. 


James  IL  the  XLVIIth  King  of 
England^  France,  &c.  and  the 
Fourth  of  Great-Britain. 

His  COTEMPORARIES. 


Popes. 
Innoant  XL  1676, 


Leopold.  167B. 

King  of  France. 
Lmis  Xiy.  1643, 


His  Birth  Parentage. 

')J()S(^HIS  Prince,  the  third  Son  of  King 
p  W  Charles  L  and  only  furviving  Bro* 
ther  of  King  Charles  II.  was  born 
y^^ji  on  the  14th  of  OMer  1633. 
Some  remarkable  Tranfadlions  during  his  Mi" 
nority. 

1.  After  the  Surrender  of  Oxford^  he  was 
conveyed  to  London^  by  the  Long  Parliament^ 
and  committed  to  Algernoon^  Earl  of  Northum- 
berland^ from  whom,  however,  he  made  his 
Efcape  in  Women's  Apparel,  and  thereupon 
was  firft  conveyed  beyorid-fea,  by  Col.  Bamp- 
feldy  to  Dort  in  Holland^  and  afterwards  to 
faris. 

2.  Before  he  was  of  Age,  he  ferved  under 
the  M^rflial  Turenne^  and  became  a  Lieute^ 
nant-General  in  the  French  King's  Army. 

T  3  3,  Being 
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3.  Being  obliged,  however,  thro'  the  In- 
fluence of  Oliver  Cromwell^  to  depart  from 
Frarxc^  he  travelled  frcn»  thence  to  Flanders^ 
where  Don  John  of  Aujiria  offering  him,  in 
the  Name  of  the  Spamjh  King,  M  pofTible 
AfTiftance,  his  Royal  Highnefs  took  Arms  un- 
<3er  him  againft  the  French, 

4.  In  1660,  he  came  over  to  and 
was  foon  after  inftalled  Kyiight  of  the  Garter, 

5.  In  1665,  being  then  Lord  High  Admiral 
of  Englnnd^  he  commanded  the  Naval 'War 
imainftthe  Dutch^  and  obtained  a  fio:nal  Vic- 
tory  over  them. 

His  Marriages  and  IfTue. 

This  unfoitun  .te  Prince  (whilft  Duke  of 
York)  married  two  Wives  ;  firfl:  the  Lady 
jfnne^  the  cldcft  Daughter  of  Edward  Hydcy 
then  Earl  of  Clarendon^  and  High  Chancellor 
of  England  j  by  whom  he  had  Ifluc,  i .  Charles^ 
of  York,  2.  'James  of  York,  3.  Charles 
Duke  of  Kendal,  And,  4.  Edgar^  Duke  of 
Cambridge  ;  but  all  -died  in  their  Infancy.  He 
had,  by  the  fame  Queen,  i.  Mary  oi  York^ 
ilfterwards  Queen  of  England.  2.  Anne  of 
York,  3.  Henrietta  of  York,  And,  4.  Ca- 
therine of  York, 

His  fecond  Wife  fwhom  he  likewife  mar- 
ried whilft  Duke  of  York)  was  the  Lady  Mary 
d'EJie,  the  Daughter  of  Alphonfo  d'EJle,, 
Duice  of  Modena,  By  her  he  had  the  follow- 
ing Iffue  ;  *vi%,  I.  Charles  of  York,  2.  Ca- 
therine-Laura,   3.  Ifabella  of  York.    4.  Char- 
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htte'-Mmia  oi  Tork\  but  all  died  in  their  In- 
fancy. And,  5.  yames- Francis- Edward^  a 
Sony  of  whom  it  was  faid  the  Queen  w<is  de- 
livered %t  St.  James^s^  on  Sunday  the  loth  of 
Jum  t688. 

Bcfides  thefe,  he  had  fevera]  natural  Children 
by  Mrs.  Arabella  Churchill^  the  Sifter  of  John 
ChnrchtUl  the  Great  Duke  of  Marlborough, 
H:s  Acceffion  to  the  Throiie  and  Coronation, 

This  Jarnes^  the  Second  of  England^  and 
the  Seventh  of  Scotland^  was  proclaimed  King 
on  the  6th  of  February,  161 5,  and  crowned 
the  23d  of  April  following,  with  the  ufual 
Solemnities. 

His  m'Ji  remarkable  l^tznhSdom  after  his  Co- 
ronation. 

r.  He  fummoned  two  Parliaments;  one  to 
meet  in  England  and  the  other  in  Scotland ;  and 
Both  anfwered  his  mofl:  fanguine  Expe£tations. 

2.  As  a  Party  fet  up  the  Duke  of  Monmouth^ 
one  of  the  natural  Sons  of  Kins;  Charles  11,  in 
order  to  oppofe  him,  he  facrificed  the  Duke  ta 
his  kefentment ;  and  on  the  1 5th  of  July  1 685, 
hlr-tvas  beheaded  on  Tower-hill-,  and  about 
400  more  loll  their  Lives,  in  Town  and  Coun-i 
try,  on  Account' of  that  Rebellion.  * 
ffrj 'i^rVf 72/ YTf:/ arbitrary  Proceedings  after  the 
V  •  Suppreffton  of  that  Rebellion, 

I .  Inf  the  firft  Place,  he  attempted  to  fet  him- 
felf  above  the  Laws.  And  in  the  next,  he 
ufedhis  utm'oft  End^avoursi  to  change  the  cfta* 
blifhed  Religion. 

T  4  2.  In 
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2.  In  1687,  he  publiflied  a  Declaration  for 
granting  Liberty  of  Confcience  to  People  of 
ail  Perfuafions  ;  but  finding  that  the  EtigUJh 
Parliament  would  by  no  Means  aiTent  thereto, 
he  inftantly  difTolved  them. 

3.  Soon  after,  he  ufed  his  utmolt  Endea- 
vours to  reconcile  his  three  Kingdoms  to  the  Holy 
See ;  and  acted,  in  fhort,  fo  openly  in  favour  of 
the  Rotnan  Catholics^  that  the  Epifcopalians 
united  with  the  Diffenttrs^  and  came  to  an  ab- 
iblute  Rc(oluiion  to  fct  the  Prince  of  Orange  on 
the  I'hronc. 

4.  Upon  that  Prince's  Approach,  he  made 
his  Efcapc  into  France^  having  fent  his  Queen 
and  his  pretended  Son  thither  fome  Time  be* 
fore ;  which  Fhght  of  his  was,  in  Fadt,  the 
End  of  his  Reign  j  for  he  fpent  the  Remain- 
ing 1 2  Years  of  his  Life  in  Exile  at  ^uGerniai?! 
cn  Laye. 

Memorandums. 

1.  A  Rumour  was  raifed  at  the  Clofe  of  hit 
Reign,  which  fprcad  in  24  Hours  all  over  the 
}Cin2;dom,  that  an  Army  of  IriJJ?  was  landed, 
and  juft  at  Hand  at  every  Place  where  the  Re- 
port was  propogatod  ;  which  was  fuch  a  poli- 
tical Wonder,  as  was  never  well  accounted  for. 

2.  After  an  Interregnum  for  the  Space  of  two 
Jvlonths  only,  the  Lords  and  Commons^  after 
many  and  long  Debates,  Resolved,  that 
the  Prince  and  Princefs  of  Orange  fhould  be 
King  and  Queen  of  Great  Britain. 

His 
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His  Death  and  Burial. 
On  the  1 6th  of  September^  170 1,  he  died  of 
a  Lethargy  in  the  68th  Year  of  his  Age,  and 
was  interred  foon  afterwards  in  the  Monaftery 
of  the  BenediSfines  in  Paris, 

Character. 

He  was  an  indulgent  Father,  a  loving 
Hufband,  and  a  kind  Mafter ;  and  had  it  not 
been  for  his  wicked  Minifters,  would'  have 
proved  a  good  King.  He  was  ^  religaous 
Prince;  but  by  Pi:afeffion  a  Roman  Catklicj 
which  was  the  Fomd^tlon  of  all  hii  Mirfor- 
tunes. 


WiLLIAlfrt 


William  III.  WMaryII.  iheXLVUlth 
Xing  and  ^/em  of  England,  France,  &c. 
^777^  (together)  the  fifth  Monarch  of  Grtat 
Britain.    From  1688  to  1702. 


Their  Characters,  in  memorial  Verfes. 

William,  the  Hero^  with  Maria  mild^ 
( Hcy  James'j  Nephew^  She,  his  eldcjl  Child) 
Fix^d  Freedom  and  the  Churchy  reformed  the  Coin^ 
Opposed  the  French,   and  fettVd  Brunfwick'j 
Line, 


William  III.  and  Mary  11.  King 
of  England,  France,  &c.  and  (to- 
gether)  the  Fifth  Monarch  of 
Great^Britain. 

Their  COTEMPORARIES. 

Popes.  Emperor. 

Innocent  lil.  1676.  Leopold.  ^659. 
Alexander  VIII.  1689.        King  of  France. 

Innocent  XIL     1691.  Lewis  XIV.  1643. 

His  Birth,  Parentage  and  Education. 
jr)8()^"^HIS  Prince  was  the  Son  of  IVilliam. 
)9(       )^  of  NaJ]au,  Prince  of  Orange,  fffr. 
)g(  .  and  born  on  the  24th  of  November^ 

S^MMj^  ^  ^5^*  When  he  had  attained  to  the- 

  rSth  Year  of  his  x'^ge,  he  was  fent 

to  the  Univejfity  of  Lejden  ;  and  in  1670  the 
States  of  Holland commhted  their  Armies  to  his 
Coniiudt  in  feveral  Campaigr^,  in  which  he 
juftly  gained  the  Character  of  a  very  able  and 
experienced  General. 

His  Marriage. 
He  very  happily  intermarried  with  the  Lady 
Mary  of  Tork,  on  the  4th  of  November  1677. 
^  Memorandum. 
I.  That  Princefs,  who  was  the  eideft  Daugh- 
ter of  King  James  II.  was  born  the  30th  oF 
April  1662.    She  was  a  Lady  of  great  Beauty 

and 
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and  eminent  Virtue ;  but  died  of  the  Small 
Pox  on  the  28th  Day  of  December  1694. 
His  Coronation. 
On  the  iith  of  April  1689,    they  were 
crowned  at  Wejiminjier  by  the  then  Bifliop  of 
London^  with  the  ufual  Solemnities. 
His  remarkable  Tranl'adtions  both  at  Home  and 
Abroad. 

1.  A  Bill  was  forthwith  paflcd  into  a  Law 
both  in  England  and  Scotland^  which  fet  forth 
.It  Urge  the  Rights  and  Privileges  of  the  Pco^ 
pic. 

2.  As  the  greateft  Part  of  the  Irijh  were 
Papifts,  King  James  was  fent  into  Ireland  with 
a  French  Army  to  join  and  fupport  his  Friends, 
and  adlually  got  into  PolTclTion  of  Dublin^  &€• 

'  King  fVilliamy  however,  putting  himfelf  at 
the  Head  of  his  Army,  foon  obliged  the  Ab- 
dicated Monarch  to  return  to  France ;  and  in  a- 
bout  two  Years  afterwards,  Ireland  fubmitted 
entirely  to  the  Revolution. 

3.  In  this  War,  the moft  remarkable 

were  i.  The  Battle  of  the  Bayne^  in  which  tha 
Rnglijh  obtained  a  complete  Vidory.  2.  The 
Battle  of  Aghrun^  wherein  General  Ginckely 
defeated  St.  Ruth.  3.  The  brave  Defence  of 
Londonderry.  4,  The  Reduction  of  Corkj  by 
the  Earl  of  Marlborough.  5.  and  laftly,  the 
two  Sieges  of  Limerick^  by  the  laft  of  which 
the  Place  was  reduced,  and  the  French  com- 
pelled entirely  to  evacuate  that  Kingdom. 

4.  King  IFilliam^  imagining  the  Liberties 

of 
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of  Europe  in  great  Danger  from  the  violent  Ef- 
forts of  Lewis  XlVth,  formed  a  grand  Confe- 
deracy^  at  the  latter  End  of  the  Year  1689,  in 
order  to  withftand  that  Invader, 

5.  Several  Battles  were  fought  between  the 
French  and  EyigUJh  between  the  Years  1689 
and  1697  with  various  Succefs  :  Thofe,  how- 
ever, of  Steinkirk  and  Landen  in  1692  and 
1693  were  the  moft  remarkable. 

6.  In  16955  he  laid  fiege  to  Namur^  which 
tho'  then  faid  tobe  impregnable,  was  obliged 
to  fubmit. 

7.  At  laft,  in  1697,  the  French^  making 
Overtures  of  Peace,  and  the  Terms  being  ac- 
cepted, a  Treaty  was  foon  after  concluded  at 

Ryfvuick, 

Remarkable  Occurrences  in  this  Reign. 

1.  Several  Confpiracies  were  formed,  in  fa- 
vour of  the"  abdicated  Monarch;  but  the 
moft  wicked  v/as  the  Plot  in  1696,  to  affaf- 
finate  Kins:  f'^ilHam  in  his  Coach  :  As  it 
happily  proved,  however,  unfuccefsful,  the 
principal  Authors  of  it,  met  with  their  De- 
lerts  both  on  the  Scaffold^  and  at  Tyburn, 

2.  Several  wet  Summers  in  the  Reign  of  this 
Prince  occafioned  a  confiderable  Scarcity  of 
Corn  for  a  long  Time. 

3.  All  fuch  Money  as  had  been  clipped  was 
called  in,  and  new-coined  in  the  Year  1696, 

^MeTnorandum, 
As  King  William  had  no  Iffue  by  his  Queen  ; 
and  as  the  young  hopeful  Duke  of  Gloiuejier^ 
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Son  of  the  Princefs  Anne  of  Denmark^  died  be- 
fore the  King  \  it  was  thought  highly  requifite, 
that  the  down  Ihould  be  fettled  in  fuch  a  Man- 
ner as  that  all  pcpijh  Claimants  fhould  for  ever 
after  be  excluded  :  One  of  the  lall  AiSts  there- 
fore that  King  IVUliam  did,  was  to  fign  the  Biil 
for  that  Settlement  in  the  illujlrious  Houfe  of 
Hanaver^  the  neareft  of  the  Proteftant  Line, 
and  at  this  JunvSlure  happily  reigning  over  us. 
His  Death  and  Burial. 
On  the  8th  of  March  i^/O-^  having  dilloca- 
ted  his  Collar-bone  by  a  Fall  from  his  Horfe 
fome  few  Days  before,  he  departed  this  Life, 
about  8  o'clock  in  the  Morning,  having  re- 
ceived the  Sacrament  fome  few  Hours  before 
at  the  Hands  of  the  then  Archbiftiop  of  Can- 
terbury. 

At  the  Time  of  his  Deceafe,  he  was  in  the 
14th  Year  of  his  Reign,  and  in  the  51ft  Year 
of  his  Age. 

He  was  interred  near  his  Queen  in  Henry  the 
Vllth's  Chapel,  as  the  Duke  of  Gloiuejler  had 
been  fome  (hort  Time  before. 

His  Character. 

Tho'  this  Prince  was  but  of  fmall  Stature, 
weak  of  Conftitution,  and  referved  in  Speech  ; 
yet  he  was  intrepid  to  the  laft  Degree,  and  full 
of  Spirits  when  at  the  Head  of  his  Armies.  He 
was  a  firm  Proteftant,  a  Friend  to  the  Liber- 
tics  of  Mankind,  and  inflexibly  honeft  in  all 
his  Purfuits. 


Anne, 


Anne,  the  XLIXth  Monarch  of 'Eng\2ir\i^ 
France,  &c.  and  the  6th  of  Great-Britain, 
From  1702  1714- 


HtT  Character,  in  memorial  Verfes. 

Ten  Tears  of  Glory^  Jhone  on  Anna'i  Reign^ 
While  Marlborough'i  Arms  did  Viciory  main- 
tain : 

NorJIoould  III' nature  brand  her  clofmg  Scene  ; 
Fortho'  mijled^  well-meaning  was  the  ^een. 


Anne,  The  XLIXth  Monarch  of 
England,  France^  &c.  and  the  Sixth 
of  Great-Britain. 

Her  CoTEMl>ORARlESi 


P©pe. 
Clement  XL  1700. 

Emperors. 
Leopold.  1658. 


Jofeph.  1705. 
Ufyarles,  171 1. 

King  of  France. 
Lewis  X\y.  1643. 


Her  Birth  and  Parentj^gc. 
F"^^^HIS  Princef.s  the  fecond  D^ugh- 
T  ^  Ja?ne5  \l.  wks  born  ati  St. 

James* ^  on  the  6th  Day  oi February 

//^r  Mar  riage  a?id  TJfue^  Male  and  Female. 
On  the  28th  of  July  1683,  fhe  was  married 
to  his  Royal  Highnefs  Prince  George  of  Den- 
mark^ the  feeond  Son  of  Frederic  IH.  King  of 
Denmark^  in  the  Royal  Chapel  at  St.  James's^ 
by  the  then  Bifhop  of  London^  by  whom,  in 
Procefs  of  Time,  fhe  had  the  following  Iffue, 
viz,  I.  A  Daughter  ftill-born.  2.  Ijziy  Mary, 
3.  Lady  Anne -Sophia^  who  both  died  in  their 
Infancy.  4.  IVtlliam  Duke  of  Gloucejler^  born 
at  Ha7npion- court  on  the  24th  of  July  1689. 
This  hopeful  Prince,  however,  died  on  the 
30'th  of  July  1 700,  at  the  Age  of  eleven  Years 

and 
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and  five  Days,  to  the  great  Grief  of  his  Pa- 
rents, and  all  good  Men,  who  were  well-wiftiers 
to  the  Proteftant  Religion.  5^  Lady  Mary, 
who  died  an  Infant.  6.  George^  another  Son, 
who  died  foon  after  he  was  baptized. 

Her  Acceffion  to  the  Throne. 
On  the  23d  of  April  1702,  flie  was  crown- 
ed Queen  of  England^  &c.  at  Wejlminjler^  with 
the  ufual  Solemnities,  by  the  Archbiftiop  of 
Canterbury^ 

Her  Jirji  remarkable  Tranfa£lions  after  her  Co- 
ronation. 

On  the  4th  of  May  1702,  a  Declaration  of 
War  was  iffued  out  againft  France  and  Spain  ; 
the  Refult  of  which  was  an  uninterrupted  Se- 
ries of  Victory  and  Triumph,  for  nine  Years 
fucceffively,  through  the  Intrepidity  and  cool 
Conduct  of  the  immortal  Duke  of  Marlborough. 

It  is  very  remarkable,  however,  that  the 
latter  Part  of  this  good  Queen's  Reign  was 
equally  unfuccefsful,  and  attended  with  no- 
thing but  Sorrow  and  Confufion,  as  Parties  at 
that  Time,  ran  very  high,  and  Oxford  and  Bo- 
linghroke^  when  feemingly  fixed  in  Power, 
could  not  agree  between  themfelves  ;  and  it  is 
generally  imagined,  that  Ihe  funk  under  the 
Grief  that  opprefled  her,  which  was  principal-^ 
ly  created  by  the  Divifion  of  her  Servants. 

Remarkable  Occurrences  in  this  Reign. 
!•  In  1 706,  there  was  fuch  an  extraordinary 

Eclipfe  of  the  Sun,  that  in  many  Places,  it 

was  totally  dark. 

U  2.  The 
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2.  The  hard  Froft,  which  happened  in  the 
Winter  of  1708,  brought  on  a  prodigious 
Scarcity  of  Provifions. 

//<fr  Death  Burial. 
This  pious  Qj^icen  departed  this  Life  at  Ken- 
fington^  on  the  firft  of  Auguji  17 14,  having  lived 
49  Years,  5  Months  and  6  Days  ;  of  which 
fhe  reigned  12  Years  and  upwards;  fhe  was 
privately  interred  foon  after  in  Wejiminjier- 
Abbey. 

Her  Chara£ier. 
She  was  an  excellent  Woman,  and  poflefled 
of  all  the  Virtues  that  in  private  Life  can  adorn 
her  Sex.  It  muft  be  allowed  likewife,  that  fli« 
was  a  glorious  Monarch  ;  fince  the  Luftre  of 
the  Britijh  Arms  was  carried  highef  in  her 
Time  than  for  Ages  before;  and  that  whatever 
has  been  blamed  in  her  Conduct,  ought  to  be 
rather  looked  upon  as  her  Misfortune  than  her 
Fault.  But  what  renders  her  Charafler  ftill 
more  valuable  is  this  ;  namely,  that  {he  was  a 
true  Proteftant,  and  ftridly  pious,  \yithoutthe 
leaft  Oftentation. 


George 


George  I.  iheLth  X'/V/^  ^England,  France, 
^c,  and  the  Seventh  of  Great  Britain.  From 
1714  to  1727. 


His  Character,  in  memorial  Verfes. 


Inured  alike  to  Council  and  the  Field^ 
Be  fere  his  Sway  fee  Oppofttion  field  V.'-.. 
In  IVifdom  and  the  Laws'  he  put  his  TrufI ; 
Was  cautious y  fieady^  fortunate ^  and'jift. 
U  2 


George  I.  the  Lth  King  of  England^ 
Fra7ice^  &c.  and  the  Seventh  of 
Great-Britain. 

His  CoTEMPORARIES. 


Emperor. 
Charles  VI.      1 7 1 1 


Kings  of  France. 
Lewis  XIV.  I743« 
Lewis  XV,  lyiS* 

His  Birth  and  Parentage. 
jr^^-^HIS  George  Le-wis,  the  eldeft  Son 
^       ^  and  Heir  of  her  Royal  Higbnef{i  the 
35^  Princefs  Sophia^  by  bis  moft  liercne 

srtL^^J^  Highnefs  Erneji-Augujl^  Ele£lpr  of 
Brunfwick'Lunenb^rgh^  conjmpnly 
called  Elc£lor  of  Hanover ^  was  born  SLlOfna- 
hurgj  in  Germany^  on  the  lith  of  May,  1660. 
His  Marriage  and  Iflue. 

In  the  Year  1682,  he  intermarried  with 
^ophia-Dcrcthy^  the  Daughter,  and  only  Child 
of  his  ferene  Highnefs  Ge^rge-IVilliajn^  Duke 
of  Brunfwick'Zcll^  his  Uncle,  by  whom  he 
ha4  Iflue  one  Son  only ;  nam^^  our  prcfent 
glorious  Monarch,  King  George  Ild. 

His  Coronation. 

On  the  20th  of  OBoher  1 7 14,  he  was  crown- 
ed with  the  ufual  Solemnities. 
His ^/)'?Tranfa6lions  on  his  Arrival  in  England. 

i'.  He  made  a  great  Change  in  his  Miniftry, 
wherein  he  diftinguifhed  his  Friends  from  his 
Foes.  2.  In 
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2.  In  April  lyi^j  there  was  a  grand  Con- 
fpiracy  againft  him,  and  all  the  Royal  Family, 
in  order  to  eftablifti  the  Pretender ;  but  that 
Rebellion  wasfoon  happily  fupprefTed  ;  and  the 
principal  Ringleaders  were  beheaded,  and  di- 
vers others  executed  at  Tyburn  according  to 
their  Demerits. 

Remarkable  Occprrences  in  this  Reign, 

1.  A  memorable  Eclipfe  of  the  Sun:  By  which, 
in  Jpril  1 7 155  tbie  Sun  was. fo  totally  darken- 
ed at  London  for  near  3  Minutes  and  an  Half, 
that  the  Birds  flew  to  ftielter,  and  all  Nature 
feemed  in  Aftonifliment. 

2.  In  the  Winter  of  17 15  began  a  moft  fevere 
Froft  on  Chrijimas-Day^  which  continued 
for  three  Months  fucceffively. 

His  Death  and  Burial. 

This  King  was  taken  fuddenly  ill  in  his 
Coach,  as  he  was  paying  a  Vifit  to  Hanover^ 
which  Indifpofition  in  a  Day  or  two  proved 
mortal ;  for  he  died  at  Ofnaburg^  in  his  Bro- 
ther's Palace,  on  the  iith  of  June  iy^']^  in 
the  13th  Year  of  his  Reign,  and  the  68th  Year 
of  his  Age ;  foon  after,  he  was  interred  at  Han^ 
over  among  his  Anceftors. 

His  Charafter. 

His  late  Majefty  was  of  a  moderate  Stature, 
and  extremely  well  fet.  His  Features  were 
regular  and  manly,  and  his  Countenance  grave 
and  majeftic.  The  Qiialities  of  his  Mind  were 
equalled  by  very  few  Princes  of  his  Time,  he 
being  an  able  and  experienced  General,  and  a 
confummate  Politician.       '  Georgje 


George  II.  the  Lift  TT/w^  ^England,  France, 
tsff.  and  the  Eighth  of  Great  Biitain.  From 
1727  to  1757. 

(5*////  reigning^  and  long  may  he  reign! ) 


His  Character,'  ifi  itiertiorial Verfes. 

In  IJfue^  happieji  of  the  kingly  Strain, 
Triumphant  o'er  Rebellion  and  its  Train : 
May  the  fame  Arm  his  prefent  ^o%?^Jupprefs^ 
And  force  them  to  an  honourable  Peace  I 


George  11.  the  Lift  King  of  Eng- 
land^ Francey  &c.  and  the  Eighth 
of  Great-Britain. 

Her  COTEMPORARIES. 


Emperors. 
Charles  VI.       171 1. 
Charles  VIL  1741. 


Francis  Stephen.  1745. 

King  of  France. 
Lewis  XV.  1715- 


His  Birth  and  Parentage. 

flr^^'^mS  King  Geor?[e'-Jugu/},  the  only 
^  T  )^  San  of  George- Lewis  deceafed,  was 
^  ^  born  on  the  30th  of  O^ober^  1683. 
^t^^^JWs  Marriage  and  Iffue. 

In  September  1705,  he  intermar- 
ried with  the  Princefs  Wilhehnina- Carolina^  the 
J^2i\x^ttx  o{  John  Frederick^  Marquis  of  Bran- 
denhurgh  Anfpach^  which  Princefs  Wilhelmina 
was  born  the  firft  of  March  1 683,  and  had  Iflue. 
I.  Frederick' Lewis ^  late  PrinCe  of  Wales ^  born 
at  Hanover^  ^January  the  3ifl:  1706,  but  died 
on  the  20th  of  March  i^j^i.  2.  Anne^  born 
OSfober  the  22d  1709,  who  intermarried  on 
the  14th  of  March  1734,  with  Willi  am- Charles - 
Henry 'Frifo^  Prince  of  Orange  and  Najjau^  ^c. 
wh©  died  OSfober  the  i  ith  1751,  and  left  Iffue 
Princefs  Caroline^  born  February  the  1 7th  1 742 ; 
and  Prince  William^^  the  Count  de  Burm^  born 

the 
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the  8th  of  March  I74-|-.  3.  yfrnelia-Sophiay 
born  the  30th  of  May  171 1.  4.  Caroline- 
Elizabeth,  born  the  30th  of  May  1 7 1 3.  5.  A 
Prince,  who  died  almoft  as  foon  as  he  was  bom. 

6.  George -fVilliam,  born  the  2d  of  November 
1 7 1 7,  who  died  the  5th  of  February  following. 

7.  Willi  a?n'j1uguJ1  us  y  Duke  of  Cumber  land, 
born  the  15th  of  April  1721.  8.  Mary,  born 
the  22d  of  February  l']2'7^,  who  intermarried 
with  Frederic,  the  Prince  of  Hejfe-Cajfel,  on 
the  8th  of  July  1 740,  by  whom  fhe  has  Iffue  a 
Prince,  bom  the  23d  of  May  1743.  And  9. 
Louifa,  born  the  7th  of  December  1724,  who, 
in  November  1743,  intermarried  -with Frederic, 
then  Prince  Royal,  now  King  of  Denmark,  hy 
whom  fhe  had  a  Prince  born  in  1745. 

Memorandum, 
Frederic  Le%vi$,  the  late  Prince  of  IFales,  his 
Maielly's  elded  Son,  intermarried,  in  April 
1 7  36,  with  Augujla,  the  Princefs  of  Saxe  Gotha, 
bv  whom  he  left  Iffue.  i ,  Augufta,  born  on  the 
31ft  of  July  1737.  2.  George-William,  now 
Prince  of  Wales,  born  May  the  24th  1738. 

3.  Ediuard,  born  the  14th  of  March  1739. 

4.  Elizabeth'Carolina,  born  December  the  30th 
1740.  5.  William- He^iry,  hoi n  Nove?Jitertht 
14th  1743'  6.  Henry-Frederic,  born  O^ober  the 
2.7th  1745.   7.  Louifa- Anne,  horn  March  the 

8.  th  1 749,  8.  Frederic-William,  born  the  1 3th 
of  May  1750*  And  9.  Carolina- Matilda,  bom 

th$:  I  ith  1 75 1 ,  fome  fhort  Time  after  his 
Deceafek 

FINIS. 


